Nic Dixon


	I feel like one of the luckiest people around when it comes to the Lady Rebels grabbing their first Sweet 16 berth in history.  It seems I couldn’t have chosen a better year to have gotten the privilege of covering the girls’ ball season for the paper.  It has left me with many things to be thankful for, but the two most important things are the friendships that have grown between the players and coaches and myself and the memories of the season, both of which will last a lifetime.


	When I chose to cover Lady Rebel basketball after the Christmas break I had no idea where it would lead.  Most of the players I already knew because of school or other sports, but they were merely acquaintances which I didn’t really know that well.  Since I am not able to drive yet, I made my way to games riding with the team on the bus when I couldn’t find another way.  The time that I got to share with the players is time that I will never forget.  No, maybe I wasn’t always in on all their little inside jokes and conversations, but I never had a problem getting to talk with someone.  I was never nervous about being with the team because from the very start I felt like I was accepted by them.  Sure, every now and then I got the joke from someone when we were talking, “You’re not going to quote me on that, are you?”, but never was I given a cold shoulder.  I wasn’t afraid to ask the coaches anything either.  All three I had, at one point or another, gotten to know before the season.  The parents of the girls were great.  They were very supportive of me and were just wonderful.  Getting to know everyone was the best part of my time spent with the team.


	Being able to follow their season from nearly the first tip-off to the final shot has given me more than my share of wonderful memories.  I hated it almost as much as the girls did when they lost.  I never liked writing an article when had Casey come up short at the end (I am so glad there weren’t very many of those this year).  On the other hand, I never got tired of writing articles where the headline would read “Lady Rebels Win”.  


Because of my close perspective, being at the Sweet 16 game an extraordinary experience.  I’ve never had that much fun at a ball game in my life.  The atmosphere, the crowd, everything was great, and the only reason I got to experience that was because the Lady Rebels pulled together a six terrific tournament games.  Thanks, girls!  


I wish the 2000-2001 team and our graduating seniors the best of luck with all they do and I am looking forward to covering next year’s season.


