Nic Dixon


	One of the greatest things about participating in a sport is the friendships them you can acquire and the lessons you can learn from those friends.   They are even more special when they are from your own school who, if you hadn’t participated in that sport, you would have never known.  This was brought home to me during this year’s track season.


	Jerry Manley, a senior at Casey County High, is known to most as being on the football.  Quite a few people remember him as the kid who kicked the game-winning field goal to beat Powell County during the 1999 season.  After the football team’s success this year Jerry decided to try his hand at something that people have been trying to get him to do for quite some time.  Jerry showed up to the first track practice having never truly thrown a discus or shot put.  This did not discourage him.  The fact that he would be competing with Elijah Rader, Casey’s record holder in both the shot and disc, didn’t phase him.  He saw the opportunity to learn from the best.  The idea that all his effort would possibly be looked past when it came to college scholarships didn’t keep him from staying after practice to work on his technique.  You may ask yourself, why did he decide to try it?  The way I see it is this:  Jerry is a competitor in all he does.  He loves competition and track was another way of feeding his hunger.


	I can remember at the very beginning of the season watching Elijah show Jerry the basics of both the shot and disc.  You could see the disgust in Jerry’s face when he messed up.  But he never gave up.  In the early meets of the season he struggled as any newcomer to a sport does.  He got discouraged when he was having trouble breaking 100 feet in the discus, but he never gave up.  His persistence paid off.  The long hours of work he put into practicing moved him up for a chance to place well in the region in his discus.


	Jerry is one of those examples of someone taking nothing and turning it into something.  He wasn’t in it for all the glory.  He was in it for himself, so he could look back at his senior year and remember all the great things he accomplished.  Jerry admits that he had thought about trying track for quite a while but never pursued it, not until this year.  Now he would give anything to have those previous years back.  I can look at Jerry and say, “That is a guy with his mind in the right place.  He does something because he enjoys it, not for the glory.”  That quality is something that is great to come by in a person.  It’s an example of taking all of life’s advantages.  I’m very glad to have gotten the chance to get to know Jerry.  He proved to me what can happen if you are dedicated and truly love something.


	Once Jerry’s high school career is over he plans to attend college.  He has been looking at Cumberland, Tennessee but he hasn’t really decided  He said that he would enjoy partaking in college athletics but is unsure in which sports.  Yet, no matter where Jerry will end up, he will always have the memories of something that he worked hard for and enjoyed doing and I wish him luck. Jerry has ree
