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	The Heisman Trophy winner was announced at the Downtown Athletic Club in New York City on December the 11th.  Among the big name candidates were quarterbacks Drew Brees of Purdue, Joe Hamilton of Georgia Tech, and Chad Pennington from Marshall.  Others included Ron Dayne of Wisconsin, Peter Warrick from Florida State, LaVar Arrington of Penn State, Shaun Alexander of Alabama, and Micheal Vick from Virginia Tech.  


	The way I see it is that good things come to those who wait.  That’s right, Ron Dayne won the 1999 Heisman Trophy.  Most people can see why.  He surpassed the total rushing yards in a career, which was set last season by Ricky William, having 6,397 yards, 118 more yards than the previous record.  He also led the Wisconsin Badgers into their second consecutive trip to the Rose Bowl.  Not only has he won the Heisman, but also the AP Player of the Year Award, Maxwell, Walter Camp, and Doak Walker awards.


	What makes his accomplishments an even a bigger deal to me than any other player’s?  First off, Dayne didn’t grow up in the best of living conditions.  He had to overcome many problems.  After Dayne’s parents divorced and his mother fell into drug addiction, he and his sister were split up between two different relatives to live with. 


   Well, after his phenomenal year as a junior, Dayne was heavily recruited to go into the NFL.  He turned down the money and made the tough decision to stay in college and finish his education, even though he and his daughter could have used the money the pros would have offered.  


	`My daughter is the most important thing in my life,'' Dayne said. ``She gave me a new perspective on life. There's nothing I wouldn't do to protect her.''


 Staying in college long enough to get your degree is something you rarely see in super college athletes these days.  This is a man who has his priorities straight.  He also made the decision to return to the team, hoping to play in
