The United States now has its 2001 international indoor track team.  The team was selected after the final results of the 2001 USA Indoor Track and Field Championships (part of the Golden Spike Tour) in Atlanta Georgia.  Not only was the opportunity for a spot on the international team on the line but a 2001 Pontiac Grand Prix for the top male and female athletes.  The winner of the car was decided by a points system.  Points were awarded depending on how each athlete placed at all the Golden Spike Tour stops. I got to see some of the final  coverage as it was televised on ESPN Sunday afternoon.

It just so happened that when I turned it on, the pole vault results were showing.  Olympic silver medallist Lawrence Johnson became the new American Indoor Record holder for the vault, edging out the previous holder, Jeff Hartwig, by  ¼ and inch, jumping 19-6 ½.  In the women’s vault, Stacy Dragila continued to reign dominant, clinching her sixth straight indoor title, just beating out Kellie Suttle by one scratch as they both vaulted 14-11 ½.

American speed demon Maurice Green took his place at the top of the men’s 60 meter dash, tying his own indoor record of 6.39 seconds in the semi-finals and then winning with a time of 6.51.  Women’s 800 runner, Jearl Miles-Clark, also made a run at the American indoor record, just missing it by one second, running a 2:00.96.

At the end of the competition, everyone was pretty sure who the winners of the Grand Prix would be.  For the women, it was none other than Stacy Dragila who dominated the vault the entire tour.  For the men, hurdler and sprinter Terrence Trammell drove home the car after winning the 60-meter hurdles in 7.49.

