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	The past Friday and Saturday in Atlanta, Georgia, the 2000 US Indoor Track and Field Championships took place.  This was the final meet in the Golden Spike Tour which has been going on for the past couple of months.  This meet made the big talk for more than one reason.  First and foremost, it allowed people to get a glimpse of what the US’s Olympic Track and Field team will be composed of (highlights of the meet were televised on NBC and ESPN for one hour Saturday).  Secondly, it was the stage for old records to fall and new ones to be set.


	One event that many people have had their eye on has been the women’s pole vault.  The sport is fairly new to track and the field is wide open to new competitors.  On Friday, March 3rd, current indoor record holder and partial owner of the outdoor record Stacy Dragila was out to break new ground.  The expectations on her were high and so were the motivations.  Just recently before the meet, the announcement was made that a $50,000 bonus would be paid to anyone who set a new World Record in special events, one being the women’s pole vault.  Dragila began her day slow, missing on early heights and finding herself down in positions late in competition.  As the day went on though, Dragila only got better.  After her last opponent finished with a height of 14’8”, Dragila continued stride towards a new World Record.


	She surpassed the fifteen foot mark (she is the only woman to have cleared 15 feet in an indoor meet) and tied her own World Record of 15’ 1½ ”.  The only thing she could do from there was go higher.  The bar was raised only ¼ of an inch to make the new height 15’ 1¾”.  It was as though it was meant to be.  Dragila easily cleared the bar on her first attempt, breaking her old World Record and setting a new one.


	Dragila’s new record was a big media buzz, but there were some other events that I found interesting, such as the men’s vault.  I have personally met two of the competitors, Jeff Hartwig (current American Record holder 19’9”) and Tye Harvey.  I met and worked with Hartwig at the Gathering of Champions Track Clinic last spring and Harvey at the Earl Bell Pole Vault Camp I attended in the summer.  As it turned out, Harvey took second place as Hartwig took third, both clearing 18’ 8¾”, Harvey placing better due to less number of misses.  Lawrence Johnson, 1996 US Olympic vaulter, “took home the gold” from the men’s vault with a jump of 19’ 0¾”.


	Finishing out the highlights from the field events, Dawn Ellerbe broke her own World Record in the shot put, launching the 20 pound ball a distance of 77’ 5¼” on her final attempt.  This was her 3rd straight national title in the shot put.  In the high jump, Matt Hemmingway set a new meet record with a final jump of 7’ 9¾”.


	To begin the running events, a new mark was set in the men’s 400 meters.  James Davis ran a time of 45.54 seconds, the fastest time in the world this year.  Mellissa Morrison pulled in her 3rd straight Indoor Championship in the women’s 60 meter hurdles with a time of 7.86 seconds.  In the women’s 400 meters, the favorite, Jearle Miles-Clark dropped out of the race after she felt a pain in her leg during the preliminary races.  This left Suziann Ried as the new favorite, and she showed that by taking first place with a time of 52. 20 seconds.  One of the most inspiring things seen at the meet was when distance runner Marla Runyan took first place in the 3000 meters with a time of 9:01.29.  Runyan still competes at the professional level despite being legally blind.


	


	As a post script to this week’s Sports Talk, I would like to congratulate our Casey County Lady Rebels in taking the Y2K 45th District Title and I wish th
