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	Have you worn any Bill Bowerman designer clothing lately?  Well, the most common answer should be “Yes.”  Kind of surprising, isn’t it.  But it wouldn’t be so surprising if instead I asked using the brand name Nike.  Bill Bowerman, co-founder of Nike and legendary track coach, just recently passed away Christmas Day, 1999.  He was 88 years old.


	Bill Bowerman and a former athlete of his, Phil Knight, began the operation in 1964 and it officially became Nike in 1968.  Their purpose was to make a lighter running shoe.  The first products made were strictly athletic shoes made for running.  The name Nike was chosen after the Greek goddess of victory and along with that came the popular “swoosh” logo.  Bowerman made these shoes out of nylon and foam rubber soles which were pressed out by his wife’s waffle iron.  They were completely home-made.  Bowerman’s athletes were the first to wear the shoe.  Later, more athletes began wearing the shoes, and along after that, the general public.  Now the Nike Corporation has become a multibillion-dollar industry with superstar athletes such as Micheal Jordan and Tiger Woods advertising for the company. 


	Bill Bowerman began his career coaching the University of Oregon Ducks in 1949, following previously heralded coach, Bill Hayward.  He retired from coaching in 1972, and in those 24 years his team finished 16 times in the top 10 of the NCAA championships.  He coached 24 NCAA individual champions, his most famous being Steve Prefontaine, and four NCAA team championships in 1962, 1964, 1965 and 1970.


	He was also the coach of the 1972 Olympic track team in Munich, Germany where terrorists infiltrated the Olympic Village, killing 11 Israeli athletes.  He felt the ’72 Olympics was the "worst experience I've had


 in my entire educational and athletic life.”  Bowerman also introduced jogging to America with his book titled Jogging which he  wrote in 1967.


The next time you see a Nike shoe, you may see something new.  Nike announced that  a silhouette of Bowerman in his old Tyrolean hat would appear on Nike running shoes, along with a smaller "swoosh" to honor the man that helped give birth to the modern day running shoe.


Every day we are all somehow affected by what Bill Bowerman began so long ago, so the next time you don any Nike apparel, remember that it all began with a waffle iron and a dream.





