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Christopher Dawson’s passage called Europe Becomes Christian is his way of explaing just that: what series of events took place that brought on Christianity in Europe. He demonstrates that Christianity and barbarism did not bring an end to the ancient world, but shows that the church and pagans created a new subculture; the one that we know today.

I had not heard or learned that the ancient world faded away as Christianity and barbarism came into effect, but that is was a person name Gibbon tried to show. But if that was the general consensus, then Dawson took it upon him to disprove that train of thought and think of it as a very worthwhile mixture of cultures. Therfore I enjoyed this passage.


The next passage, written by Hippolyte Delehaye and entitled How the People Create a Saint, was interesting as well. Father Delehaye was trying to dispel the myths that went along with the saints and expose what really happened using historically useful information found in hagiographical
 literature. 

I found this relatively interesting because I have not really researched or studied saints that much, and hearing the myths of how they became saints was interesting despite the fact that most of the things in the myths were highly impossible. 
Example: Adam was driven from paradise and took a branch from the tree of knowledge and used it as a staff. The staff passed to the patriarchs. It then belonged to Phineas, who hid it and was discovered by Joseph. Joseph gave it to his son Jacob, who gave it to Judas the betrayer, and Judas gave it to Jesus’ executioners and they used it to make part of his cross.


Heinrich Fichtenau wrote the book The Carolingian Empire, from which this passage entitled Charlemagne’s Church, was written. Most people that have heard of Charlemagne see him as the man that came up with institutions that the monarchs relied upon. But Mr. Fichtenau tries to depict Charlemagne more of a person with strengths and flaws, like everybody, rather than such a high figure, but also makes sure not to say he did not do anything extraordinary.

Charlemagne, or Charles the Great, did quite a bit to help unify the Germanic, Roman and Christian cultures into the European civilization. He did this by being a extraordinary military leader and continually was in battle trying to extend his empire into western and central Europe. This passage goes in depth to focus on not necessarily the battles, but the type of life a person had under his rule.

During the Middle Ages, the Church rose to become the most important power of its time. But what caused this to happen? Most may say it is the Investiture Contest, which is the Roman Papacy’s attempt to establish itself over Christendom by removing all the lay people in the church and keeping it with the nobles and clergy. Gerd Tellenbach wrote Church, State, and Christian Society at the Time of the Investiture Contest, in which he tried to understand the church, state, and society during that time period. He tries to provide a clear picture of what is happening, while staying neutral toward either side.

I think it is understandable that the Church wants to keep laity out of the church, because they may not understand the significance of the position they are in, or may be making decisions based on what his fellow laity wants, as opposed to if a part of the royal theocracy was in that same position, they would make decisions base on their best interests.


Another area of interest for me would be the relationship between the knight and the church. Sidney Painter wrote about the very subject in French Chivalry, and sought to inform people about the knights, and also medieval people, as humans with strengths and weaknesses. Also he compares and contrasts what the medieval ideas of how the nobility should act with how they actually did act.

The knight is a very interesting character from medieval times. He was supposed to follow the code of chivalry, which in turn describes how he should act during times of war, during battles, and during the times when they were not fighting. The knights were to take a ‘soldier’s oath’, in which they would promise to serve their prince loyally. The knight’s first duty was to maintain and defend the Holy Catholic Faith, while his second was to maintain and defend his earthly lord and his land. The information discussed in this passage synced nicely to the lectures in class, but also gave more insight into how they were supposed to act.
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