PAGE  
1

[image: image1.wmf]1 Thessalonians
GETTING THE BIG PICTURE
Historical and Literary Context Project
Part 1: Historical Context (The purpose, occasion and theme of the letter)

READ THE WHOLE LETTER THROUGH AT LEAST TWICE.  (Use two different translations). The goal here is to begin to determine the purpose and occasion of the letter.
AS YOU READ, ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BASED ON THE TEXT (Do not consult outside sources yet).  Be thorough.  For questions 1 through 6, cite verse references from throughout the letter (not just chapter 1) to defend your answers.
1.  Who is the author?  How does he describe himself?  What are his present circumstances?

2.  Who are the recipients of the letter? How are they described?  Are they Jews or Gentiles? How do you know? What clues are there concerning the readers’ present circumstances?

3.  What clues are there concerning the author's relationship to the readers? What does the letter say about Paul's contacts with the church?

4.  What words or phrases appear repeatedly and seem to be significant? (Note at least 5 key words or phrases)

5.  What themes seem to be important? (Note at least 5 key themes)

6. Is the writer addressing problems or questions in the church?  What are they? (Note at least 5 problems or possible questions)

7.  After you have read the letter at least 3 times, try to summarize its main theme in a sentence or two?

8. Consult External Sources.

a. 
Read the account of Paul’s visit to Thessalonica on his second missionary journey in Acts 17:1- 18:5 and describe below Paul's contact with the church in that city. Compare briefly what happened there with what Paul says in the letter.  

b.   Read the introduction to the letter in at least two good external sources:  a good study Bible, a Bible handbook, a Bible commentary, or a New Testament introduction or survey book.  Read what it says about the author, his circumstances when writing the letter, and the experience of the recipients.  Compare and contrast what it says with your results above.  Note some differences and/or agreements below, or on the reverse side of this page. 

Sources used: ___________________________________



___________________________________

c.   Based on the information you have accumulated, list briefly the probable sequence of events which led to the writing of the letter. 

9.  Based on all of the above information, summarize the author's main purpose in writing the letter.

10. Begin the initial process toward contextualization and application.

a.   Based on my conclusions concerning the setting, occasion and purpose of the letter, how could studying this letter benefit the church of today?

 b.   How could studying this letter benefit me personally?
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Part 2: Literary Context 

Developing an Outline

(Following the Progress of Thought)
1.  Read the letter again with an eye on paragraph divisions (main thoughts).(Note paragraph division given by the editors of your English translations).

2.  Summarize each paragraph with a brief phrase. (Use the worksheet below, "Developing a Topical Outline").

3.  If some of these paragraphs are related, or treat common themes, group them under a common heading.  (For example, if the author treats a number of doctrinal issues followed by a number of practical ones, group these under separate headings).

4.  If some of these groups of paragraphs are related to one another, group them again under an even larger heading.

5.  Turn your worksheet into an outline of the book.

For example:   



I. Major divisions of the book




A. Sub-topics





1. Individual paragraphs

Developing a Topical Out1ine 

(1 Thessalonians)
List of Topics (summarize each paragraph)
Verses
Group these topics into
Group into even


larger sections

larger sections
1.  Greeting to the church
1:1


2.  Thanksgiving to God for the church
1:2-3
Introductory material

3. Encouragement for their growth and witness
1:4-10
List of Topics (summarize each paragraph)
Verses
Group these topics into
Group into even


larger sections
larger sections
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