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1 Peter:

Stand Firm through Suffering

Probably written from Rome (“Babylon”), about AD 62-64

•The Author


1. His life and ministry

The author's given name was Simon, or Simeon.  He and his brother Andrew were fisherman from Galilee.  Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist who became convinced that Jesus was the Messiah.  He introduced Simon to Jesus, who called him as a disciple and renamed him “Peter” (Greek) or “Cephas” (Aramaic), meaning “a rock” (John 1:35-42).  

Peter became the most prominent of the disciples.  He heads the various lists of disciples and they are often referred to as “Peter and the rest”.  He is mentioned 210 times in the NT (Paul 162 times; all other apostles together only 142).  We know from the Gospel accounts about Peter's personality: rash, impetuous, wavering in commitment.  It was Peter who denied Christ three times and who repeatedly failed when challenged to greater faith (Matt. 14:31).  But Jesus saw in him great potential.  It was Peter who confessed Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God”, and in response Jesus entrusted to him the authoritative “keys of the kingdom” (Matt. 16:13-20).  This pastoral and leadership role was confirmed following the resurrection when Jesus commissioned him to “feed my sheep” (John 21:15-17).

After the resurrection Peter assumed the leadership role which Jesus had predicted.  He preached the first sermon in the Church on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and opened the door of the Gospel to the Jews (Acts 2:14-41), and in time to both the Samaritans (8:14-25,) and to the Gentiles (10:1-48).  He stayed in Palestine for the early years of the church and was active in the Jerusalem Council's decision concerning the salvation of Gentiles (Acts 15).  He is not mentioned in Acts after the Council of Jerusalem.

What do we know about Peter’s later life?  From his own writings and from Paul we know he traveled with his wife (1 Cor 9:5) throughout Asia (1 Peter 1:1) and eventually to Rome (“Babylon”, 1 Peter 5:13).  Tradition tells us he was crucified upside down in Rome under the emperor Nero in about AD 65, close to the time of Paul's martyrdom. 


2. The Petrine Letters

Two letters in the New Testament are attributed to Peter.  While questions have been raised concerning the authorship of both, the greater debate centers on the second (see discussion of this in the notes on 2 Peter).  

Arguments in support of Petrine authorship of 1 Peter include the following:
 (1) The self-attestation of the letter (1 Peter 1:1)

(2) Allusions to Jesus’ words and events in Jesus’ life in which Peter played an important role.

(3) Verbal parallels to Peter’s speeches in the book of Acts.

(4) The nature of the persecution described in the letter fits Peter’s time better than that of a later period.

(5) Petrine authorship from Rome fits what we know of the historical situation as attested elsewhere in the New Testament and from early church history (for example: the presence of Mark in Rome about this time; cf. Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5:13; Peter’s influence in the production of Mark’s Gospel; Peter’s martyrdom in Rome about this time, etc.).

(6) Early and widespread acceptance of the letter as Petrine in the early church.

(7) Difficulty in explaining why such a pseudonymous work would have been written.

Silas as Peter’s amanuensis?  In 1 Peter 5:12, Peter says that he has written his letter “through”, or “by”, or perhaps “with the help of” (NIV) Silvanus (probably a Latin equivalent of the name Silas).  This is probably the same Silas who accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey.  He is called “Silvanus” by Paul (1  Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:19) and “Silas” by Luke (Acts 15:40-18:5, 9 times).  Peter’s statement probably means Peter used Silas as an amanuensis.  Silas may also have carried the letter. 

•Provenance

First Peter was probably written from Rome symbolically called “Babylon.” 

Some Reasons:

(a) Literal Babylon on the Euphrates River was almost deserted by NT times.

(b) “Babylon” appears to be used as a symbolic title for Rome in Revelation 17:3-6, 9, 18, and in extra-biblical literature.

(c) Tradition knows of no church in Babylon, or of Peter ever going there, but tradition does tell us that Peter went to Rome and was martyred there. 

(d) John Mark is with Peter when he writes this letter.  Mark is mentioned with Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome (Col. 4:10), and probably came to him during his second imprisonment as well (2 Tim 4:11)

•Date

The letter was probably written in the early 60s, sometime before the persecutions instigated by Nero.  Some have said it was the later empire-wide persecutions of Domitian (AD 81-96) or Trajan (AD 98-117).  But in Peter, the persecutions seem to be local trials and hatred, not official state sanctioned (cf. 1 Peter 3:13:  “Who is going to harm you for doing good?”  – the State?).  In later persecution, sacrifices to the emperors was a key issue; this is not the case in this letter.  While Christianity had not yet been banned officially, there was a growing hatred for Christians, especially because (1) they lived differently; (2) they refused to worship pagan deities and (3) they boldly preached the Gospel.  Peter says “Don't be surprised at persecution, you are foreign residents.”  (1 Peter 4:12; cf. Phil. 3:20, 2 Cor. 5:20). 

•Recipients 

Peter writes to “aliens scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” (1:1) (modern Turkey).  The churches in this region were made up of both Jewish and Gentile Christians, though they were predominantly Gentile.  Several of Peter’s statements suggest his audience is mostly Gentile (cf. 1 Pet. 1:14;  2:9-10; 4:3-4).

•Occasion and Purpose in Writing

Peter’s purpose is stated in 1 Peter 5:12, where he tells the believers to stand firm in the true grace of God.  The believers were experiencing a great deal of opposition and persecution because of their faith (1:6, 3:13-17, 4:12-19).  Peter therefore addresses this epistle to “aliens and strangers” (1:1) in a world that was growing increasingly hostile to Christians.  By standing firm in the grace of God, they would be able to endure their “fiery ordeal” (4:12), knowing that there was a divine purpose behind their suffering and pain.

•Outline


1. Greeting, 1:1-2


2. Salvation, 1:3-2:10


a. God's Plan of Salvation (1:3-12)



b. The Appropriate Response to God's salvation:  a Life of Godliness (1:13-2:10)


3. Submission, 2:11-3:12



a.  The Goal of Christian Conduct: Glory for God (2:11-12)



b.  The Christian's Life of Submission (2:13-3:7)




•Submission to civil authorities (2:13-17)




•Submission of servant to masters (2:18-25)




•Submission of wives to husbands (3:1-6)




•The obligation of Christian husbands (3:7)



c. A Call to Righteous Living (3:8-12)


4. Suffering for the Gospel, 3:13-5:11



a. Suffering for Righteousness (3:13-22)



b. Living for God’s Glory (4:1-11)



c. Suffering as a Christian (4:12-19)



d. Exhortations to Elders (5:1-4)



e. Exhortation to young men (5:5-9)



f. Benediction (5:10-11)


5. Conclusion, 5:12-14

•Some Key Themes of 1 Peter
1. Standing Firm through Suffering

Though many theological themes are woven throughout the work, the central theme, and one which the author repeatedly returns to is to stand firm in the faith in the face of suffering and persecution.  Every chapter has references to suffering:  1:6-9; 2:19-25; 3:8-22; 4:1-2, 4:12-19.  The ultimate example of righteous suffering is always Christ himself.


a. Suffering ultimately leads to victory (1:6-9)



(1) Suffering is temporary (v. 6)  



(2) Suffering proves our faith genuine (v. 7a)



(3) Suffering brings glory to Christ (v. 7b-8)



(4) Suffering is consummated in salvation (v. 9; 1:4)


b. Suffering is part of our calling (2:21; 4:12, 13)



(1) It makes us like Christ (2:21)



(2) It is to be expected (4:12, 13)



(3) It is a part of our life “in Christ” (4:13)


c. Suffering brings great blessings when we suffer for righteousness


(3:8-14; 4:14)


d. On the other hand, it is no benefit to suffer for doing evil 



(2:20-22; 3:17; 4:15)


e. Suffering makes us strong (4:1)

2. The Believer’s Identity (see 1:1-2)


a. God’s Elect: the new people of God (2:9-10)



(1) A chosen people 



(2) A royal priesthood



(3) The stone metaphor (2:4-8)

Three key NT images:

•The corner or capstone (Isa 28:16) (Rom 9:30-32; 10:11; Eph 2:20)


•The rejected stone (Ps 118:22-23) (Mk 12:10-11; Lk 20:17-18; Acts 4:11)


•The stone of stumbling (Isa 8:14) (Lk 2:34; Rom 9:33)

The development of the argument:




Jesus is the living stone (vv. 4, 6; Isa 28:16)





He was rejected, but triumphed (v. 7, Ps 118:22-23)





Israel stumbled over him (v. 8 ; Isa 8:14)





The Church therefore fulfills Israel’s role in the present era (vv. 5, 9-10)

b. Strangers and aliens (1:1, 17; 2:11): an eternal (heavenly) perspective 
This is a key theme throughout 1 Peter (see 1:17; 2:11; also see Eph 2:19; Phil 3:20; Heb11:13-16).  What does it mean to “live as strangers”?

(1) Distinction.  We are to keep ourselves pure in an evil world (2:11)

(2) Ambassadorship.  We are to have a positive impact on the alien land (2:12)
(3) Loyalty to your true home. Maintain an eternal perspective (1:4) because your inheritance is in heaven. 

c. A Redeemed Community

Peter says a great deal about salvation.  Our status as redeemed people enables us to endure suffering. (1:3-12)



(1) The Reason for our salvation: God's Mercy (v. 3)



(2) The Metaphor for salvation: New Birth (v. 3); see 1:23; cf. Jn. 3



(3) The Means: The resurrection of Jesus Christ (v. 4)



(4) The Result: An eternal imperishable inheritance (v. 5). 

 

This leads to the first reference to suffering (vv. 6-7)

3. The Believer’s Behavior: Holiness and Submission 


a. A Life of Holiness (1:13-2:3)



(1) Be Holy, vv. 13-16 



(2) Be Reverent: A Life of Reverence as "Strangers", vv. 17-21.  



(3) Love deeply, from the heart,  vv. 22-25.  



(4) Summation (2:1-3):  Our Responsibility is to Grow Spiritually. 

b. A Life of Submission (2:13-3:7)

(1) Submission to civil authorities (2:13-17). 



(a) The command:  submit to every human authority



(b) The ultimate motivation:  for the Lord’s sake



(c) The reasons: 

· God establishes authority to punish evil (v. 13-14) 

· Submission reflects a godly life (vv. 15-16)

Question: When, if ever, is it right to disobey the government?


(2) Submission of servant to masters (2:18-25). 



(a) The command: slaves to masters (v. 18)



(b) The ultimate motivation (v. 20b)



(c) The clarification (even with unreasonable ones)



(d) The example:  Christ himself



Question:  Why does Peter not condemn slavery, instead of calling for submission?

(3) Submission of wives to husbands (3:1-6)


(cf. Eph 5:22; Col. 3:18; 1 Tim 2:9-15; Titus 2:4-5)



(a) The command: wives submit to husbands (even unbelieving ones)



(b) The reason:  So they may be won over (v. 2) and Christ glorified



(c) The method:  inward, not outward beauty (vv. 2-5)



(d) The example: Sarah 

Question: How much of this is cultural and how much is universal?
 (4) The obligation of Christian husbands (3:7)

Husbands are to honor their wives as fellow heirs of salvation.  Cf. Eph. 5:25, where  Paul says husbands love wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself for it. Christian leadership is about self sacrificial service.

c. The Ultimate Goal of Christian Conduct: Glory for God (2:11-12)

First Peter
Name __________________

Date turned in _________
Box number _______
GETTING THE BIG PICTURE    [image: image1.wmf]
READ THE WHOLE LETTER THROUGH AT LEAST TWICE.  (Use two different translations). The goal here is to begin to determine the purpose and occasion of the letter.
AS YOU READ, ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BASED ON THE TEXT (Do not consult outside sources yet).  Be sure to cite verse references to defend you answers for questions 1 through 4 and 6.
1.  Who is the author?  (How does he describe himself? What clues are there of his relationship with the readers?  Does he know them well?  How do you know? How does he show sympathy with them? What evidence is there of his authority over them?)

2.  Who are the recipients of the letter? (How are they identified?  What is their social status? What clues are there of their present circumstances? Are they suffering? What is the evidence that they are Jews or Gentiles?) 

3.  What words, phrases or themes appear repeatedly and seem to be significant?

4. Is the writer addressing problems or questions in the church?  What might they be?  What practical exhortations does he give them?

5.  After you have read the letter 3 times, try to summarize its main theme in a sentence or two.

6. Trace the theme of “suffering” through the epistle. (List the passages and summarize very briefly what each says)

7. Consult External Sources.

Read the introduction to 1 Peter in two good commentaries.  Read what they say about the author, the purpose and occasion, the experience of the recipients, and the main themes.  Compare and contrast what they say with your results above.  Note some differences or agreements below or on the back of this page. 

Commentaries used and pages read: 

8.  Based on the above information, try to determine the author's main purpose in writing the letter.

9. Begin the initial process toward contextualization and application.

a. Based on your conclusions concerning the setting, occasion and purpose of the letter, how could studying this letter benefit the church of today?

b. How could studying this letter benefit you personally?

�See R. H. Gundry, “‘Verba Christi’ in 1 Peter: Their Implications Concerning the Authorship of 1 Peter and the Authenticity of the Gospel Tradition,” NTS 13 (1967), 336-350.





