wied or plant dentification guide; ask vour Tocal
Cimnty Extension Service, which is always conoermis)
aboul reducing the population of noxious weeds in
the area. Annual weeds and perennial weeds pres-
ent differend kinds of problems, o vou need 1o
kninw which & which before vou can begin to effec-
Uvely control the weeds in your landscape.

Annual Weeds

Maost weeds that you see [n the landscape are annuals.
They seem to survive all abuse during the growing
seasan. yet do eventually die at the end of the scason.
H you allow them to, they will spread thousands of
seedds over your vard to guarantee thelr réturn neat
year Annual weeds are prolific. A single plant can
produce enormous numbers of seeds, For exam-
ple, a single chickweed will produce 15,000 seeds,
shepherd's pune puts out 400000 seeds, and good
nld lamb's-quarters is right up there with 70000
seeda. All of these seeds fie in the soil. just waiting
fror the light and waber they need o germinate, As
vour might guess, the key to controfling annual weeds
is o controd their seeding activity

Controlling Annual Weeds
Tor reduce if nof eliminote annual weeds in the
landscape, you want either to break the reprodue-
tive cvcle of the weeds already on your property or
keep new weeds fromm getting indo the vard in the
first place,

Thae beat way to control annoal weeds is to
prevent them from emerging by cultivating the soil
and then mulching the garden beds and amound
shrubs and frees, Lightly burn over the top 2 inches
of soil in your gorden beds 10 to 14 days before
setting out plants in the spring. Miost of the anneal
weeed seeds that are on or near the surface of the soil
will sprout within two weeks, Once they have, mbe
the soil lightly to destroy the tender young plants.
Rake or hoe toa very shallow depth so that you wipe
aut the weed seedlings without bringing mome weed
seeds to the surface. Weed seeds require light to
germinate. Those too deep in the soll to grrminate
may remain viahle for many vears and are just wait-
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ing for vou fo bring them to the sunrface:

Mowe woun can plant woor seeds or your anma)
Mower seis, which will get a much better start with
less competitbon from the annual weeds. Ten days
after planting. cultivate the garden again aroind
vour new plants, still workang at a very shalling lesel

Those three coltivations should keep the annupl
weeds from geifing a foothald. Cecasional hand
pulling should be all that's needed to keep them
down, Mulching at this time will efiminate even this
tash

IMyou don't use mulch in your garden or armund
your shrubs, an effective way to break the reprodasc-
tive gycle of annual weeds s {o pull or cultivate
those that do appenr 48 soon os possible, before
they have a chance o set sted and spread it through
the ganden, Try to get fd of annual weeds within
the first thred weeks of thelr growth, If you pull 2
few weeds each time you are in the yard, weed
pulling never becomes an overwhelming task This
system of early pullingworks in the lawn as well, but
anly if your liwn harbord a relatovely small perceni-
age of weeds. Weeds are eastest bo uproot right after
a rain, when the soil is damp. Try very hard o pull
up the roots, mther than just breaking off the stems,

In genergl, if you are able fo pull up all the
annual weeds that do appear, vou will have only
ahoul half a5 many weeds the next vear and half
again the third vear Eventually, you will reach the
point whiere weeds are a very minor (ssue in your
landscape. It typically takes homeowners five to
seven years of weeding 1o eliminate most of the
annual weeds: If you mulch, too, annual weeds may
be virtually gone in just two to three years,

Perennial Weeds

Althowgh the possibility of vast numbers of anmual
weeds popping up all over the garden seems intimi-
datinge. it's the perennial weeds thal can cause the
mist serious prohlems in the lawn and ganden, and
they need very direct sttention, Perinnial weeds
are tough plants that often grow rght through a
heavy mulch. To control perennials, you must con-
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