wan i 1o purchzee mantids. try about three egg cases
fae 2 0000 Lo 2,000 square feel of garden, Toincrexse
the young mantids” survival rate, put the egg cases
ina screen-covered boy, Check teem every doy after
the trees begin to leaf out. Provede them with waler,
and after two davs separate the mewborns before
they starl eveing one ansther Scatter them around
the ganden. orchard. and flower beds, They will still
drive-nfl many of thear brothers and sisters, bt cover-
ape should still be fairly gosd, and you may even
have a generation that will reproduce for nest vear

Predatory Mites

Predatory mites will attack Mexican bean heeties

spisler mites, and greenhouse miles: Package indtruc-
tioms will sugges! appropriate guanbibees of mibes bo
release. One pelease perseason should be adeguate.
Alter control is gained, some predatory mites will
remain o provide continued assistance through-
aul the growing season. Mites flowrish inowarm
weather with temperatures averzging bebween 68T
and Ba*F, If dastime tempemtures are too low their
veproduct e rate dlows 1Fdry conditions oceurn mist
plants toprovide necessary mosture lor these mites

Animal Predators

in zddibion 1o the hitbe army of soldier beetles
assassin hugs, and other insects that will police
your vard for pests; you can enlist the zid of some
big guys—hirds, bats, and lizards. for example, A
number of animals cagedy gobble up grubs orbinge
o peptles, O course, these animals can make pesis
if themsetves. The shunk is a voracious eater of
grubs and larvae, but it can also tear up your seed-
lings while kooking for them: 5o vouTl have to keep
ineye on these animals and decide which ones vou
gre happy to hawe in your vard keeping down the
misect pests and which ones aren'® worth the trouhle

Bats

Hats bring to our minds images of vampires, fngs,
and Biles in the necle We fear them because [hey
wmetimes carry rabes Thelr ermatic fyving pal-
terma o seemm o Liftle crnzed, but these maligned
fittle muammils do not Bother Bumans unbess they

Loniralfing Tnec! Peats AT

are cornered or prmaked. They aren’t interested in
Bl your neck, sither, They'd much ethermakea
meal of insects, meluding many of the pests that
caess problemsin vour vard and garden. A single
bt will eat over 1IN0 mosquitoes & nighl 5o, wel-
come their frantc Sight avoond vour home i the
early cveming.

Birds
Songhirds e séldom credited lorall their help in
contmlling landscape pests: Although many adult
sppghinds eat zeeds, baby hirds cannot digest seeds
and must be fed fresh insects: Increase your vard's
hird populatinn and woull redwuce the pest popudnbion

Many people feed Birds during the winier
months, and that s cerdainly an mperant step
toward maintaiming a good-sized bird popolation
In vour area. However, if you wani o keep those
brds arcund doring the gardening season, don
stop fecding them when sprng armves, Put oul less
fond, less often: This will encourage them to stay
around without making them entirely dependent
o the feeder

The beat backvard [or hirds will have plants
that offer tasty bermies and trees and shrobs where
birds can take shelter and hede from the neighbor

Common Birds
and the Insects They Eal

Bluefays. Cuberrmes

Biackbirds, Cutworms.

Chickadees. Aphids, Coliradn paofato beetles,
flea beatles, amxl leafminers

Rabins. Cidomdn potabo beetles, cutwirms,
leafminess, loopers, and alugs

Sparrows. Cabbage Inopers, cucumbser heetlis,
cutwarmi. and leafhippers

Starfings. Cabhage loopers and Japaness beetles

Warbiers, Aphide, cocumber beetles, and (fea
bettes

Wrens, Cubwarms and leafboppers




