Name ____________________   Paper # ______
	1     Unfocused, Wandering
The intro makes no position statement on this topic.

This writing isn’t about anything in particular.

This writing focuses on several views or interpretations of this topic instead of just one.  
	2  Scattered Focus 

The intro does not clearly make a position statement on this topic.

Significant portions of this paper wander from the focus. 

Paper has multiple views or topics linked together weakly.  
	3 Minor Focus Problems
Intro clearly makes a position statement on this topic, but:

The chosen topic is too broad.  

Short portions of this paper fail to reinforce the position statement.  
	4 Clear and Narrow Focus

Intro clearly states a position on this topic.

The topic is narrow and manageable.

Paper retains a strong focus throughout.

	1 Minimal Detail

The paper merely repeats the information given in the prompt or summarizes another writer’s story.  
Information is obvious or repetitive.  

The details are off-topic.  

Thoughts seem random.  

It is unclear how the details given support the writer’s position.  
	2 Thin Detail 

Some details are off-topic, fail to support the position, parrot the prompt, or are silly or repetitive.  
Body reads more like a list of facts of subtopics rather than a discussion of them.  

Paper ignores problems that might come from the position the writer has taken.  
There is little or no refutation of the counterargument.  
	3 Adequate Detail

Details clearly go beyond the prompt.  

Some information is specific and clear, but some is still generalized and sketchy.

Discussion is brief or unclear in dealing with different viewpoints or complications that might arise from the writer’s chosen position.  
	4 Superior Detail 

Details are specific, logical, and go beyond the obvious. 

Paper provides solid reasons and examples to support position.  

Examines in depth different perspectives and counter-arguments  
Examines in depth the consequences and complications of own position    

	1 Paper Fails to Organize into Paragraphs.
Entire writing appears as a single paragraph.

Paragraph breaks appear to be random.

This paper is rambling – it wanders and jumps instead of arranging ideas so they lead the reader logically from idea to another.  
	2 Paper is Partially Organized into Paragraphs.  
Intro states the position only vaguely.

Intro contains off-topic details.

Some ideas form paragraphs and some don’t.  

Sequence of ideas creates confusion.

No real conclusion
	3 Solid Paragraphing but still has Organizational Problems.
Intro is brief / very brief.

Intro lacks power, persuasion, or interest.

Individual ¶s are clear, but seem unconnected to each other (transitions missing).
The stream of ideas sometimes works, but sometimes wanders or jumps. 

Conclusion is weak or just OK.  
	4 Superior Organization 

Introduction is inviting and purposeful.

Paragraphs clearly connect to the main idea and to each other.

Sequencing is effective.

Transitions seem natural.

Conclusion makes one think, wraps up the topic, or brings closure.  

	1 Little or no “Sentence Sense”

Many sentences are confusing or unclear.

10 Thoughts are incomplete. 
15 Paper has many on-and on sentences (and, and so, but then, because, and then).  
20 A lack of connecting words creates a jumble.  
	2 Sentences are Complete but Clumsy, Clunky 
Sometimes it is not obvious how sentences relate to each other.  

A few sentences are unclear.  
Sentences make sense, but are awkward, choppy, rambling, monotonous, or singsong.
15 Paper has a few on-and on sentences (and, and so, but then, because, and then).  
	3 Sentences Flow Adequately
Sentences are not musical, but they get the job done.
Parts of the text can be read aloud easily; others are stiff, awkward, choppy, or wordy.  
Sentence beginnings show some variety.  
	4 First Time Read-Aloud is a Breeze.

The writing has an easy flow, rhythm, and cadence; has energy.  
Sentences are well built, strong, and varied.  

Connectives between sentences show how each relates to the one before it.

	1 Word Choices Very Weak or  Incorrect  
17 Many words used incorrectly.  

14c Many all-inclusive or all-exclusive words (always, anybody, everyone, everything, whatever; no one, never)
14b Many vague words (a lot/lots, got, like, really, kind of/sort of, stuff, things, very)
	2 Weak/Awkward Word Choices
Many word choices seem awkward or “almost right”.
17 A few words are used incorrectly.  
14 Few uses of vague, all-inclusive, or exclusive words
	3 Word Choices are Correct & Adequate, but Plain & Predictable. 

A few word choices may seem awkward.

17b Confuses adjectives and adverbs
	4 Paper has Specific, Accurate Word Choices,  

but doesn’t seem “stuffed” with fancy words that don’t belong.  

	1  Very Serious Errors
4 Subject-Verb Mismatch (She done it.  We was here.  He live here.)  
6a Nonstandard verb forms (We brung it.  I seen it.  He drug it out.)
6b them/those error  
6c double negatives      6d Slang, dialect  
6e Paired pronoun errors (Me and him did it.)  

7d unclear pronoun use (Who?  What?)
8 2nd or 1st person used inappropriately 

9 Elementary-level homophones confused 
(to too; their there; your you’re; then than).  

11 unnecessary apostrophes (He run’s from two dog’s).  
	2 Serious Errors
12b Plural and singular are mixed-up.

12d Verb tense changes needlessly.

16 Split Sentence 

19 Capitalization errors

20 Sentences joined with a comma (comma splice) 
21 End punctuation is incorrect or missing.  
	3 Moderate Errors
22 Heavily overused punctuation 
23 Wrong pronoun at end of sentence

24 Apostrophe missing or misplaced 

25 Many comma problems 

26 “Quotation  mark” problems
27 Title incorrectly written. 

28 Misspelled words or split compounds 
	4 Less Serious Errors

22 Lightly overused punctuation

25 moderate comma problems

28d hyphens -
29 (Parenthesis) 
38 unstapled; not dbl-spaced; problems with margins, indents, fonts, or alignments

Paper lacks the student’s name.

Paper lacks the date it was printed.  

Blank lines lie between ¶s.  

5 Sharp and Clean
This paper looks clean and neat and is free of errors of convention.  


Printed February 29, 2008            www.our-english-class.com           22 = A-    19 = B-     17 = C-    14 = D-
