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	 Focus 
This paper lacks a strong focus: 
· This writing isn’t about anything in particular.
· No attempt to create a thesis is clear.  
· The thesis is illegible or incomprehensible.   
· This paper’s answer is clear, but it is incorrect. 
· The thesis is unclear – it is either too vague or too generalized to determine whether it is reasonable.  
· The thesis is merely a fact.   
· This writing focuses on several views or interpretations of this topic instead of just one. 
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	 ORGANIZATION  
This paper has the following organizational problems: 
· Entire writing appears as a single paragraph.
· Paragraph breaks appear to be random.
· This paper is rambling – it wanders and jumps instead of arranging its ideas to lead the reader logically from one thought to another.  
· The body paragraphs fail to start with clear topic sentences.  
· The material in the body paragraph wanders from the topic which was declared in the topic sentence.
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	 EVIDENCE & EXAMPLES
This paper has problems with the evidence and examples that should support the thesis: 
· This paper provides no evidence or examples.
· This paper offers only vague examples – cases of someone somewhere, everyone all over the world or all through time, or people who did everything and stuff with everybody, anybody, and anyone.  
· This paper provides evidence, but it is confusing or unclear.  
· This paper provides evidence that is incomplete or only partially accurate.
· This paper tries to provide evidence, but it is unclear how this evidence connects to the thesis.  
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	 BASIC WRITING SKILLS
Sentence problems: 
· Sentences are incomplete; thoughts are unfinished. 
· Sentences are sometimes confusing or unclear.
· Many sentences run on and on.  
Vocabulary Problems: 
· Paper includes slang, text messaging, etc.  “It’s like U gonna wanna rite like way wrong, dude.”  
· Vocabulary is limited – really got a lot of stuff.
· Paper uses “you” outside of a quote.  
· Pronouns are used where nouns are needed. 
Convention Problems: 
· Paper fails to use basic capitalization. 
· Sentences are joined with just a comma (or worse, no punctuation at all).
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	 SKILL BEYOND THE BASICS: 
· May fail to examine complications and consequences of main idea; may fail to examine claims of opponents.     
· Conclusion may be present but lacking.  
· Sentences, although technically correct, are awkward or clumsily written. They may require a second reading to make sense of them.    
· Vocabulary, although used correctly, is limited and bland.  
· Some sentences are too wordy.  
· Some light or less important punctuation misused or missing.  
	The topic is narrow and manageable. Intro clearly states a position, and the paper retains a strong focus on this position throughout.
Paper provides solid reasons and examples to support position.   Details are specific, logical, and go beyond the obvious. Examines in depth the consequences and complications of own position; examines claims of opponents.      
Introduction is inviting and purposeful; paragraphs clearly connect to the main idea and to each other.  Sequencing is effective; transitions seem natural.  Conclusion makes one think, wraps up the topic, or brings closure.  
Read-aloud first time is a breeze.  Sentences are strong and varied.  The writing has an easy flow, rhythm, and cadence; has energy.  



