American Literature – The Moderns


	Moderns: The Avante Garde, 2nd Gen Regionalism, Minority Lit

	The New Plot

     Modernist writers found the traditional construction of stories too artificial.  Real life, they thought, does not follow the pattern of introduction, development, rising action, climax, and resolution.  They intended to make the structure of their stories new.  The two most successful new structures were The Slice of Life and a structure that revolved around an epiphany.  

	The Slice of Life

A story that is a “slice of life” attempted to portray one fragment of a character’s life.  The successful slice of life would give the reader an insight into or understanding of the main character’s life.  
	Epiphany
Instead of a plot that has a climax of physical action (hero shoots bad guy, etc.), these stories have a conclusion in which the main character has a sudden, life-changing insight or revelation, a dramatic change in a person’s outlook on life.

	

	The New Character

	New Attitude – Jaded, Cynical
“Been there, done that.”  

Many characters of Hemingway and other Modern writers are bored stiff.  In Hemingway, they usually go out and find some macho adventure to alleviate this problem.  Otherwise, they drink.  

Sometimes this attitude is referred to as a “loss of innocence” or  “disillusionment”.  
	Alienation, The Anti-Hero
One of the greatest hopes of writers before the Modernist Period was that readers would like their characters, and thus care about what happened to them.  The “Hero” of these tales would be a perfect example of their world, or even save their world.  

Many characters developed by Modernist writers, however, were more like victims of their world than saviors of it.  They may even utterly fail to understand their world, such as Wing Biddlebaum of Sherwood Anderson’s story “Hands” or Paul in the story “Paul’s Case” by Willa Cather.

	 

	 New Forms of Writing

Modernism often focused more on HOW something was written rather than WHAT was written.  

	The New Prose Form – Stream of Consciousness 

Some Modern stories were written in a style that imitates the flow of thought inside a character’s head.  This appears as a chain of thoughts that are sometimes connected and sometimes not.  

Stream of consciousness could be done in either the first person or the third person point of view, but was quite different than either the well-though-out memoir style of older first person or the story-teller style of older third person narrators
	New Poetic Forms – 

Imagism & Symbolism

asf


	The New Diversity

	The Harlem Renaissance 


	2nd Generation Regionalism 
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