	Romanticism
	Realism

	The Mind and Science

	Interested in the inner workings of the mind, but were led away from science and toward feelings and intuition.  
	Interest in the mind increased but became more scientific.  Return to science urged writers to imitate scientific methods, leading to a scrutiny of persons, both psychologically and anthropologically.  The end result was a more “realistic” depiction of the inner mind, and local customs and dialects

	The Individual

	Turned the focus toward the individual, believed he or she was endowed with unlimited potential, the source of all great things.
	Focus on the individual increased, but feelings of isolation began to overwhelm both artists and their characters.  The characters were often helplessly caught up in something bigger than they were – in society, they were lost in the crowd; in nature, and they were carried like twigs in its powerful forces.  

	Nature

	Believed that nature was beautiful and beyond human understanding, but believed that humans were connected to nature as a source of spiritual, intellectual, and emotional inspiration.  
	Saw Nature as something with no connection to humankind.  It was completely impersonal and uncaring, often destructive, swallowing up careless or unlucky people without any conscious design against them.  

	Diversity

	Almost all literature took place either in a remote and almost imaginary past or on the American East Coast; almost all characters and writers were middle-class, educated males of northern European ancestry.  
	People read works that came from the South, the Rocky Mountains, California, and works written by Native American Peoples and African Americans.  Works sometimes focused on the very poor.  

	Outlook

	During a period of great expansion where wars were minor or far away, the Romantics were mostly optimists.  They thought humans were capable of achieving almost anything.  
	Devastated by the Civil War, the Realists found Romantic optimism naïve, and thought humans were bound to fall into their folly repeatedly.  They were also disillusioned by corruption in government and the greed of the robber barons.  


