	Length
	0

The paper is less than two full pages or more than eight pages.
	5

The paper is at least two full pages and at most eight pages

	Focused on a character
	1 The main character is missing.  
This story lacks a main character.  It may jump around from one character to another, or it may lacks any real characters.  
	2              The main character is weak.             3   
This story has a main character, but his or her role is very weak.  His involvement in the action may not be any stronger than minor characters; he or she may actually disappear from the action.  

The main character description appears in a big chunk.  
	4       Great Main Character    5 
This story has a main character.  
The main character is believable.

A good description of the main character description comes out in the story.  

	Focused in
Time
	1     Skims through too much time
The weeks, months, or years that the writer tries to cover in this story keep the writer from providing enough detail.  This would be more suitable for a longer story or even a novel.  
	5       Focused on a specific time 
The time covered by this story is appropriate: the writer uses three or four scenes of less than an hour each OR a longer scene of two or three hours.  

	Organized with Plot
	1     Plotless,  Wandering, Unorganized
This writing isn’t about anything in particular;
 thoughts seem disconnected or random.
The beginning of this story presents the main character with neither a highly desired goal nor a threat.

The middle of this story does not show how the same main character attempts to solve this same problem.

The ending lacks a conclusion to the conflict: it does not show the same main character victorious, defeated, or coming to a new understanding of the problem.
	2                       3

Story has the basics, but still needs work.  

Beginning middle, and end are clear, but some parts are uncoordinated.  
	4       Story is well organized.        5

The beginning of this story presents the main character with a threat or a highly desired goal.  
The middle of this story shows the main character attempting to solve his or her problem.  
The ending of this story shows a resolution to the conflict with the main character victorious, defeated, or coming to some new understanding.

	Detail
	1         Leaves the reader         2 
with many questions 
Characters lack personality or even names; reader is uniformed about the setting; Dialogue is missing or scanty.  
Unimportant details confuse the plotline.  Information is obvious or repetitive.  
	3   Writing gives some good detail.   4
( Some information is specific and clear, but some is still generalized and sketchy. 

( This story summarizes action rather than describing it.  

( The dialogue in this story is summarized through reported speech rather than quoted.  
	5  Superior detail

( On-topic details go beyond the obvious. 

( Details give an image of setting, characters, and/or action – not just summary.  
( Writer uses direct quotes.  
( Writing answers the reader’s questions.  

	Sentence Sense
	1      Sentences are awkward.         2 

Endless connectives (and, so, but, then, because, then) create on-and-on sentences.  
A complete lack of connectives creates a jumble.  
Sentences are incomplete, rambling, awkward, singsong, or chop-chop. 
Sentence patterns are monotonous
	3   Some sentences are awkward.  4 

Parts of the text can be read aloud easily; others may be stiff, awkward, or choppy.  Sentences are not musical, but they get the job done.

Some variety is attempted with sentence beginnings.  
The reader sometimes has to hunt for clues that show how sentences interrelate.  
	5  

 Reading aloud is easy the very first time.  
The writing has an easy flow, rhythm, and cadence.  Sentences are well built, strong, and varied.  
Purposeful and varied sentence beginnings add energy.  
Dialogue sounds natural.  
Connectives between sentences show how each relates to the one before it.

	Word Choices
	1 Story uses weak word choices.  2
Most verbs are simple verbs: were was is are am
Vague words: a lot, get/got, great, kind of, like, lots, neat, nice, pretty, really, some, sort of, stuff, things, very, etc.; always, anybody, all, everyone, every time, everything, whatever, never, no one, nothing, no way, etc.
Words used incorrectly 
	3         Word choices are correct,        4

but predicable and plain.
The most common verbs in English are:  Bring, buy, choose, come, drink, eat, feel, find, give, go/went, keep, know, leave, let, like, listen, look, love, make, move, need, play, put, say/said, see, seem, send, sit, start, stop, take, talk, taste, turn, use, walk.

Fine, basic verbs, but are there no others?
	5  Specific, accurate word choices: 

People don’t always walk, run, or go.  Sometimes they amble, dart, dash, hike, jog, lope, march, meander, mosey, move along, pace, proceed, progress, ramble, saunter, scamper, scurry, sprint, stagger, stride, stroll, strut, toddle, totter, or tread.
But this writing doesn’t seem “stuffed” with fancy words

	Conventions
	1 = Very Serious Errors
4 Subject-verb mismatch (She done it.  We was here.  He live here.)  
6a Nonstandard verb forms (We brung it.  I seen it. He drug it out.) 
6b them/those error       6c double negatives 

6e Paired pronoun errors (Me and him did it.)  

8 Writes in 2nd or 1st person inappropriately 

9 Elementary-level homophones confused (to too; their there; your you’re; etc).
11 unnecessary apostrophes (He run’s from two dog’s).  
	2 = Serious Errors
12b Plural and singular are mixed-up.

12d Verb tense changes needlessly.

15 On-and-on sentences 

16 Split Sentence 

17 Wrong word used

19 Capitalization errors

20 Sentences joined with a comma
	3 = Moderate Errors
21 End punctuation is incorrect or missing.  

22 Overused punctuation

23 Wrong pronoun at end of sentence

24 Apostrophe missing or misplaced (plural/sing.)
25 Many comma problems 

26 “Q marks” problems
27 Title incorrectly written. 

28 Misspelled words or split compounds 
	4 = Less Serious Errors

22 Lightly overused punctuation

25 moderate comma problems

28d hyphens 
29 (Parenthesis)
38 Margin, indent, font, or alignment problems
	5 Sharp

This paper looks clean and neat and is free of errors.  
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