Movie Review Rubric 

	Focus 
	1     Unfocused, Wandering    
( This writing focuses on several points of the film instead of just one.  
( The introduction does not tell the reader an opinion about the movie or book.  
( This paper has no real point; it merely summarizes the plot of the movie.
	2    Broad or Scattered focus  3
( Paper has multiple points linked together weakly.

( The writing is focused on just one topic, but the topic is too big; the writer needs to focus on just part of this topic.  

( The opinion of the book or movie is merely one of quality.  
	4 Clear and Narrow Focus 5
( the introduction clearly states a strong opinion.   
( The amount of space given to plot summary is just enough to interest the reader in the movie and to understand the writer's opinion.  

( The entire body of this paper supports the opinion given by the writer in the introductory paragraph.  

	Detail
	1    Few or no details     2

( The reader is left with many questions.   

( Details are off-topic or fail to support the main idea.  

( The writer simply repeats a list of facts.  Body is closer to a list of subtopics rather than a discussion of them.  

( Information is obvious or repetitive.  

( Thoughts seem disconnected or random.  
	3  Writing gives some good detail.  4
( Some information is specific and clear, but some is still generalized and sketchy.
	5  Superior detail

( On-topic details go beyond the obvious. 

( Details give an image of what is being described; in fiction, writer uses direct quotes and describes setting, characters, and action.

( Giving accurate details, the writer gives the impression that he or she really knows the topic.  

( Writing answers the reader’s questions.  

	Voice
	1  Impersonal; Bare Facts  2
( The writer has not thought about the audience.

( The writer shows no feelings in the writing – it seems monotone, lifeless, or mechanical.  
	3  Writer is partially engaged.   4
( Writing seems reasonably sincere and pleasing, but writer plays it safe, stays somewhat uninvolved.  

( The writer simply tells the reader how he or she felt about the topic; otherwise, the reader would not hear it.  
	5  Writer is fully engaged.
( The writer speaks directly to the reader in a manner that is honest and personal. 

( The reader can see that the writer is committed to this topic and can feel how the topic affected the writer.

( The writer shows the reader how he or she interpreted the events, how it affected relationships, or changed people.  

	Organization
	1   Paper fails to create ¶s.
( Entire writing appears as a single paragraph.

( Rambling

( Paragraph breaks appear to be random.
	2    Partial success at the paragraph level
( Intro is present but fails to state the subject clearly.

( Intro contains off-topic details.

( Some ideas form paragraphs and some don’t.  

( Sequence of ideas creates confusion.

( No real conclusion
	3  Solid Paragraphing but     

has other problems.
( Intro is very brief or lacks power, persuasion, or interest.

( Individual ¶s are clear, but seem unconnected to each other.

( Conclusion is weak or just OK.

( The stream of ideas sometimes works, sometimes wanders or jumps.
	4   Superior Organization  5
( Introduction is inviting and purposeful.

( Paragraphs clearly connect to the main idea and to each other.

( Sequencing is effective.

( Transitions seem natural.

( Conclusion makes one think, seems to wrap up the topic, or bring closure. 

	Sentences
	1     Sentences are incomplete, choppy,    2 rambling, awkward, singsong, or chop-chop.

There is little to no “sentence sense”. 

Sentence patterns are monotonous 

Endless connectives (and, and so, but then, because, and then, etc.) or a complete lack of connectives create a jumble. 
	3  Parts of the text can be read aloud    4 easily; others may be stiff, awkward, or choppy.  Sentences are not musical, but they get the job done.

Some variety is attempted with sentence beginnings.  The reader sometimes has to hunt for clues that show how sentences interrelate.  
	5   The first time you read it aloud is a breeze: the writing has an easy flow, rhythm, and cadence. Sentences are well-built, strong and varied.  Purposeful and varied sentence beginnings add energy.  Dialogue, if present, sounds natural.  Connectives between sentences show how each relates to the one before it.

	Word Choices
	1  Depends on very weak choices.  2
Vague words: a lot, get/got, great, kind of, like, lots, neat, nice, pretty, really, some, sort of, stuff, things, very, etc.; always, anybody, all, everyone, every time, everything, whatever, never, no one, nothing, no way, etc.
Words used incorrectly 
	3         Word choices are correct        4

but predicable and plain.
The most common verbs in English are:  Bring, buy, choose, come, drink, eat, feel, find, give, go/went, keep, know, leave, let, like, listen, look, love, make, move, need, play, put, say/said, see, seem, send, sit, start, stop, take, talk, taste, turn, use, walk.

Fine, basic verbs, but are there no others?
	5  Specific, accurate word choices: 

People don’t always talk, say, or tell.  Sometimes they babble, bellow, blab, blather, chat, chatter, converse, divulge, gossip, inform, jabber, murmur, mutter, notify, prattle, rant, sass, shriek, squeak, squeal, utter, yammer, yell, yelp, or whisper. 

But this writing doesn’t seem “stuffed” with fancy words

	Conventions
	1 = Very Serious Errors
4 Subject-Verb Mismatch (She done it.  We was here.  He live here.)  
6a Nonstandard verb forms (We brung it.  I seen it. He drug it out.) 
6b them/those error       6c double negatives 

6e Paired pronoun errors (Me and him are.)  

8 Writes in 2nd or 1st person inappropriately 

9 Elementary-level homophones confused.  
11 unnecessary apostrophes (He run’s from two dog’s).  
	2 = Serious Errors
12b Plural and singular are mixed-up.

12d Verb tense changes needlessly.

15 On-and-on sentences 

16 Split Sentence 

17 Wrong word used

19 Capitalization errors

20 Sentences joined with a comma
	3 = Moderate Errors
21 End punctuation is incorrect or missing.  

22 Overused Punctuation

23 Wrong pronoun at end of sentence

24 Apostrophe missing or misplaced (plural/sing.)
25 Many comma problems 

26 “Q marks” problems
27 Title incorrectly written. 

28 Misspelled words or split compounds 
	4 = Less Serious Errors

22 Lightly overused punctuation

25 moderate comma problems

28d hyphens 
29 (Parenthesis)
38 Margin, indent, font, or alignment problems.  
	5 Sharp

This paper looks clean and neat and is free of errors.  
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