Shakespeare Unit:  A Little Macbeth Will Do
Class/Subject:  Academic English IV


Date:  3/26/08
Period:  8/9, 10, 11

Time:  47 minutes
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to identify important characters and their relationships in Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
2. Students will be able to perform skits associated with situations that arise in Macbeth and explain the rationale behind them.

3. Students will be able to say and use Shakespearean language effectively and understand its meaning.

Materials/Equipment:

· Copy of Macbeth
· Reduced Shakespeare Company’s Macbeth on YouTube

· LCD projector

· Copy of “Tossing Lines”

· Copies of Improvisation Situations on note cards
· Ball, beanbag, toy, etc.

Procedures:

A.)  Anticipatory Set/Opening (3 minutes)
As an opening set, show the class the Reduced Shakespeare Company’s version of Macbeth.  Ask students to jot down what they previously know about Macbeth beforehand and how it might compare to the much shortened version of the play.  What does this version of the play “do” to the Shakespearean version?
B.)  Development of Lesson (40 minutes)
1.  Prior to the beginning of class, the teacher will write any homework or journal writes on the board for the students; desks should also be pushed back creating an open floor for presenting
2.  As students enter the room, have the LCD projector cued up to show the Anticipatory Set

3.  Gauge student reactions from the exercise and move forward with the lesson

4.  Set out a box of props and tell students that they will need to get in groups of three for the next part of the class


a. Have the Improvisation note cards prepared before class to hand out

b. Make sure each group gets a situation card (there is 3, so they will be doubled up somewhere)

c. In order to pick groups, go by the way the students are dressed (by color, style, accessories, or whatever else to keep groups diverse)
5.  Explain to students that in their groups they will receive a note card.  On said note card is a situation.  Give the students a few minutes to read the situation and brainstorm what might happen as a result of their note card.

6.  They will be asked to improvise a skit relate what will happen from their note card.  They may use props provided, and should be able to explain why they chose what they chose and how it reflects the situation listed on the card

7.  Have students present their skits

8.  Once students have presented, start a discussion about what transpired

a. “How did each group interpret their situation?” “How were moods different as interpreted by each group?” “Was it easy/hard to develop situations?” “Could they relate to any of these?”

b. Ask for student feedback and gauge involvement

c. Explain to students that these scenarios anticipate things that will occur in the play they will be reading, Macbeth, and how that might affect the play

9.  Move eight chairs into a small circle in the front of the room (or have them sit on the floor in a circle).  Ask for eight volunteers to take these places.  Give each student a slip of paper that has lines from Act 1 of Macbeth on them

a. Prior to class, the teacher should have cut up the “Tossing Lines” paper

b. Students will be asked to familiarize themselves with the lines for a moment

c. Try and get a diverse group of students up (some talkers, some quiet ones)

10.  Have students say their lines (loud enough for the class to hear) in round-robin style


a. Next, provide students with a ball, beanbag, or toy to throw around

b. Have students toss the ball to each other and say their lines once they receive the ball

c. Continue like this for a number of turns, making sure each member says their line a couple of times

11.  Have the students in the audience echo the lines as a chorus afterwards, with prompts from the teacher or the students themselves to lead

12.  Lead a discussion about the purpose of this exercise

a. Be sure and explain to the students that this is some of the Shakespearean language they will encounter in the first Act of the play


b. Ask for student interpretation of some of the lines

c. “What was my purpose for having you do this?”

13.  Ask a student to get out their books and turn to Macbeth on page

14.  Go over with the students some of the character names from the play


a. On the board, draw up a brief household tree for each side of the play


b. The household division could look like this:

15.  Move students into the closure portion of the class with a few minutes left
C.)  Closure/Independent Practice (4 minutes)
Ask students if they have ever had a time in their life where they were told something will happen and the “prediction” came true?  How did it make you feel?  Would you have acted differently had you not known about the prediction?  Was the event simply a coincidence?  Write down a reaction on an exit slip.


HOMEWORK:  none
Evaluation:

· How did the acting go?  Were the students on task for the activities?
· Was the Tossing Lines activity worth the trouble?  Were students able to vocalize Shakespearean language effectively?

· Was there too much involved in the lesson?

· Should more time be devoted to explaining the characters and their relationships or is a basic understanding fine?

