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Council candid date  

Karp 

Jacobs i 
in his co 

paign by promising to have con-  
stituents determine his voting record 
through online ballots if he wins. 

Jacobs, a Democrat n~nning  in a 
crowded ficld for at-large seats, bills 
himself as an Athens Project candi- 
date. The Athens Project is  an organi- 
7ation hc created June 2005 to pro- 
mote "direct democracy advocacy." 
The organization's plan is to support 
any candidate seeking office in the 
U.S. that pledges to vote purely on 
the ma-iority will of the constituency. 
Jacohs is currently the only candi- 
date running under the Athens Pro- 
ject. hut Jacobs says there is interest 
from as fCw away as Ore_ron. 

Jacobs bcgan Athens while 
reading "The Rcvolution Will No1 
Be Televised" by Joc Trippi. Howard 
Dean's former campairn  manager. 
The hook deals Lvith the intersection 
betwcen the internet and tlcmocracy. 
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Knren Montsomery (D-District 14). 
Under Jacob's plan. residents 

would receive user IDS via postal 
mail using voter registration data- 
bases. When a potential bill is an-  
nounced. Jacohs would post it on a 
wchsi te  allowin- 
feedback and pu 
discuss ion.  U: 
would be  able  
change  their  on  
vote  up until 
council vote is tal 
Jacobs '  vo te  wc 
be determined 
simple majority. 
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Nancy Floreen (D-at-large) 

currently serves on the council and 
says Jacobs' approach is "interest- 
ing." But she says, it "defeats the 
nature 
process.' 
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his desired posi t~on on  the coil 
as a "direct democracy conduit.' 
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Dumb things are gcrrlng 
passed. If the public ap- 
proves of these  d u m b  
things,  that doesn ' t  
show." 

Jacobs 
under- 

standing ot county poli- 
tics--his platform contains specific 
ideas for managing growth, educa- 
tion and limiting special interest in- 
fluence-he does not regularly attend 

~ u n c i l  meet ings .  His campaign 
:ems to be  about ideals of demvc- 
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