Prologue
Previously in the Slayers Series

Excerpt is taken from the last page of New Beginnings, the first book in the three book trilogy.

On the way to the hospital, on the mission to capture the Slayers, Ryan had told the rest of the team that two of Buffy’s friends were in the hospital and that one wasn’t likely to wake up.  It was at this time that Ryan felt pure and utter sorrow for the Slayer called Buffy.  He determined that if he could do anything about it, he would.

Buffy followed Faith through the hospital, dodging the obstacles she put in the way.  Buffy now knew that Faith was criminally insane again, the fact that she was ready to kill the man out in the front of the hospital told her that.  Buffy was full of hatred towards Faith for telling her friends the one thing she desperately didn’t want them to find out.  She had defeated Faith once before, but that was before she had been put through, what Buffy could only guess, months of training with Michael.  She also didn’t have superpowers then.  Buffy was glad and afraid of what happened next; she saw Faith turn down a dead end corridor.  Buffy knew it was a dead end as it was the corridor that Willow and Tara had been put in.  Buffy didn’t want to confront Faith, but at the same time, she wanted vengeance for what Faith had done.  All of her friends had been through enough, they didn’t need to go through the burden knowing that they had pulled her out of heaven.  By Faith turning down the dead end corridor, it only made one thing clear. There was going to be a fight that only one Slayer would walk away from.  

Faith stopped at the dead end. There was no way out.  She turned around only to see Buffy standing ten metres away from her.  She could see the grim determination in her eyes.  She then realised that there would only be one Slayer that walked away from this fight, and it was going to be her.  

Buffy looked at Faith, and saw that she was determined to walk away from the fight.  Before Buffy even had any time to try and speak to Faith, she was running at her.  Buffy saw Faith run beside the wall, towards Buffy.  When she had covered three quarters of the distance between them, Faith jumped up and ran along the wall for two steps, and then kicked out off the wall, and sent her foot into Buffy’s head.  Buffy went crashing into the other wall with the force of the blow.  She had no idea how Faith had done that, and she didn’t want to find out as at that moment in time, Faith had driven Buffy over the edge.

Faith had only recovered from the kick she gave Buffy when she was punched in the gut.  She looked up and saw a fist coming for her face.  She didn’t have enough time to dodge it, and it hit her right in the eye.  When the fist had gone, and she could see again, she saw Buffy.  

Buffy successfully delivered around five punches before Faith had the chance to react.  On the seventh punch, Faith blocked it.  Buffy quickly delivered two punches, then brought her knee up into Faith’s side, and then punched her again.  Before Faith had time to recover, Buffy spun around anticlockwise and at the last moment, jumped, delivering a round-a-house kick to the side of Faith’s head, sending her towards the left hand wall. Before she crashed into the wall, Buffy stuck her leg out, and tripped Faith.  She crashed to the ground and her head hit directly on the wall.  Buffy wasn’t sure if she could keep fighting.  She was dizzy from all the blows to the head she had received, and she was on the verge of exhaustion.

They pulled up in three vans outside the hospital.  He could see that a large crowd had formed out the front of the hospital and was now dispersing.  He and all his team mates had a long black leather duster on, as well as a black shirt, and black trousers.  Each of them was carrying a Steyr rifle.  As Rex thought about it, they looked a bit like terrorists. He put on his Balaclava as they marched through the  crowd and into the hospital.  He saw all of Buffy’s friends out the front of the hospital, so it was obvious that the Slayers were here.  

Faith was exhausted from the fight with Buffy, and she didn’t know if she could go on any more.  Old injuries had played up, and she was sore.  She had backed away from Buffy, and was now trapped in the end of the hall.  Buffy marched towards her, ready to fight.  Faith backed away slowly as Buffy came towards her, and then at the last moment, gathered herself up and quickly delivered a snap kick to Buffy’s mid section.  Buffy lurched over, but quickly recovered herself, and as Faith went to punch her, Buffy grabbed her arm and threw her into the nearest room, which was thankfully deserted.  Faith stumbled as Buffy threw her into the room, and she landed face first on the floor.  She could see Buffy coming, and when she was in range, Faith grabbed both of Buffy’s legs between hers and twisted, sending Buffy onto the ground beside her.  She started to get up when she heard shouting, and it sounded like it was at them.

“Get down on the ground.  Get down on the ground!” a whole heap of men shouted as they entered the room and surrounded the two Slayers.  

“No body move, and no one gets shot,” another of them said.  They all had rifles pointing towards both of the Slayers.  

“By the order of the Watchers Council, you two are to be taken back to England.  Necessary measures will be taken upon you two after you have been evaluated by the Council.  Do you understand,” one of them said in a cold, methodical voice.  Faith and Buffy just nodded and looked at each other.

Chapter 1

Buffy glanced away from Faith and looked at the Council member standing over her with the rifle aimed at her head.  For the first time she looked around the hospital room.  There were ten members of the Council’s team that Buffy could see, and she didn’t know how many there were outside the hospital room.  Buffy looked around the hospital room for anything she could use as a weapon of any kind, but there was nothing close at hand.  The man who was pointing the gun at Buffy instructed her to put her hands behind her head.  She refused him at first and got hit across the face with the front of the rifle.  The next time he told her to put her hands behind her head, she did so.

They pulled both Buffy and Faith up off the ground and handcuffed their hands together.  The retrieval team searched them for weapons and pulled a knife off of Faith.  In one big group they guided Buffy and Faith out of the Hospital.

Willow had seen the Council’s team go into the hospital, and immediately she tried to follow them, but wasn’t allowed to enter the hospital because three members of the retrieval team were preventing anyone from entering the building.  She then backed away to the rest of the group, where they decided it would be best to hang back and see what happens next.   

