VERY BASICS IN HORSE CARE

DAILY CARE:
Provide fresh clean water. 

Provide adequate grass and supplement with hay when grass is poor.

  About Hay: Hay should smell fresh, be bright green in color, and free of weeds. There should be no sign of dust or mold. A horse that breathes mold spores from hay can quickly develop permanent lung damage. Hot hay may mean there is too much moisture. Hay that is heating excessively can combust and should not be stored in a barn, or fed to horses. The seed heads should be closed and the leaves intact. Broken leaves indicate that hay was baled too dry, and will be less nutritious. Hay that is yellow or brown has been rained on or sun bleached. In either case, the nutritional quality will be lower.   A typical, full-grown, 1200 lb. horse should eat about 12-15 pounds of hay a day.

Provide grain as needed. Horses have small stomachs and short intestines, therefore, they cannot handle large amounts of grain at one time. Horses should be fed frequently, but in small amounts (2+ times daily), and should be fed at the same times EVERY DAY.   Horses cannot vomit. This means that whatever a horse eats - whether it be oats, molasses, moldy hay, or rusty nails - it must go all the way through his digestive system. This inability to vomit is the most common reason colic is a big problem with horses.   Grain: A regularly worked horse might receive five to ten pounds of grain per day. More feed should obviously be given to a horse that has worked harder or to a larger horse, and less feed to a smaller horse or one who has worked less. This varies with each horse and varies depending on the quality of the grain.   Grain comes in many varieties, but the most commonly available is Sweet Feed. 

Provide adequate shelter and blanketing according to the weather. 

Do a visual check for scrapes, cuts, bruises and puncture wounds. Do a visual check for signs of illness such as runny eyes or noses, or sounds of coughing or wheezing. 

Clean hooves and check for bruising or cracks, or loose shoes. Muck out the stall if your horse is stabled. 

WEEKLY CARE:

Horses that are kept in a small acreage, clean manure from paddocks.  Check fences for broken rails, loose wire, protruding nails etc.…that could cause injury.

Scrub out water trough and feed buckets

EVERY SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS: 

Have your farrier in to trim hooves or re-set horseshoes. 

EVERY TWO TO THREE MONTHS:

Administer de-worming medication on a rotating schedule. 

ONCE A YEAR:

Have teeth checked and floated by an equine dentist or veterinarian. 

Have immunizations administered and an EIA (Coggins) test pulled by veterinarian. 

