Getting to Know the World

We are all aware of the wide diversity of students and teachers attending schools in North America. It is important to use this diversity to learn about other cultures and gain respect for our differences. I think it is a good idea to take advantage of this teaching tool and help our ESOL students to share their culture in the regular classes, and learn about other countries and cultures around the world. 

During the school year 2002 – 2003, I started a class project to help students know what I considered to be some of the most important facts about my country. I would like to share what I did and invite other ESOL teachers to share what they have done to enrich our students’ knowledge in Geography, an area in which I have noticed is a weak one in our children. I am sure that working together and sharing what we have done, (materials and plans) we will make this task less overwhelming for all of us. 

If every teacher from different nationalities works on a project about his / her country for a month or so, we could then switch this information and learn, along with our students, about other countries and cultures.

For instance, once that I had finished my work about Ecuador and another ESOL teacher had finished his / her work about Spain, for example, we could switch all the information, activities, charts, etc. and start teaching about another country. By the end of the school year students might have learned a little bit about nine different countries and cultures.

If we agree on working on the same kind of information, it will be much easier for our students to remember. 

These are some of the things I had my students explore. This is just an idea, which I hope will be improved upon with your help.

· Location / and borders (identifying it in the map)

· Population 

· Major cities

· Outstanding information about the country such as (highest elevation, longest river, products it exports, etc.)

· Holidays ( tradition, culture, differences with American ones )

· Animals (Ecosystem)

For each piece of information, ESOL students were ask to survey their classmates to find out how much they knew about the topic. Then they were to give their classmates the right answers. These answers might be published in a bulletin board or given to the whole school during the morning announcement. (an ESOL students could be assigned to give the information). We could also tape the students and show it on the school channel. 

To motivate the students we might give the class with the highest score, at the end of the week, pictures of something related to the topic they knew more about. For example; if the topic of the week was about location and borders, we could give them a colorful map of that country to be stacked by the door. (pictures of animals, flags, monuments, etc.)

This way we are helping the ESOL students as well as the other children at school. 

These are some pictures taken to the students when learning about Ecuador. In the background you can see a chart with all the information to be taught about this country, which of course is available for anyone who wants to use it.
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Some students told me they didn’t like Geography. I was thinking to myself, “You are learning Geography now”. www.angelfire.com/ma4/marco0/Ecuado_200304.doc 

www.angelfire.com/ma4/marco0/Ecuador.ppt 
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