Key:   

*  -- I own this book

Titles in pink – I recommend this book.

Titles in red – I HIGHLY recommend this book.

Every new heading will say ____ yrs after/before.  Assume that following that is always “A New Hope.” That is the basis of the timeline.

I will put recommended if I think that the book is important to read. You may notice that I have not read all the books that I recommended.  This is because I read other books and these recommended books were mentioned in them in some way. I haven’t gotten around to reading them yet because you don’t lose anything from the other stories, but it’s just nice to know stuff and so I am recommending them to you. Enjoy!
Star Wars novels timeline:
44 yrs before SW:ANH

Jedi Apprentice Series

33 yrs before 

Darth Maul: Saboteur

Cloak of Deception

32.5 yrs before 

Darth Maul: Shadow Hunter

32 yrs before 

Episode 1: TPM

29 yrs before 

Rogue Planet * (Mentioned in this book is the creature Vergere, who will become extremely important in the later New Jedi Order books.)

22.5 yrs before 

The Approaching Storm

22 yrs before 

Episode 2: AOTC

20 yrs before 

Episode 3

10-0 yrs before 

The Han Solo Trilogy

1. The Paradise Snare

2. The Hutt Gambit

3. Rebel Dawn

5-2 yrs before 

The Adventures of Lando Calrissian:

1. LC and the Mindharp of Sharu

2. LC and the Flamewind of Oseon

3. LC and the Starcave of ThonBoka

The Han Solo Adventures:


1. HS at Star’s End


2. HS’ Revenge


3. HS and the Lost Legacy

Episode 4: A New Hope

0-3 yrs after

Tales from the Mos Eisley Cantina *

Splinter of the Mind’s Eye * (It’s a classic from the 80’s with an introduction by George Lucas.)

3 yrs after 

Episode 5: The Empire Strikes Back

Tales of the Bounty Hunters

3.5 yrs after 

Shadows of the Empire *

4 yrs after 

Episode 6: Return of the Jedi

The Truce at Bakura * (This is where the story really starts because the book begins directly after the battle at Endor where the Emperor was killed.)

Tales from Jabba’s Palace *

The Bounty Hunter Wars:


1. The Mandalorian Armor


2. Slave Ship


3. Hard Merchandise

6.5-7.5 yrs after 

X-Wing:


1. Rogue Squadron


2. Wedge’s Gamble


3. The Krytos Trap


4. The Bacta War  


5. Wraith Squadron 


6. Iron Fist


7. Solo Command

8 yrs after

The Courtship of Princess Leia *

9 yrs after 

The Thrawn Trilogy: *


1. Heir to the Empire


2. Dark Force Rising


3. The Last Command

X-Wing: Isard’s Revenge 

11 yrs after

I, Jedi *

The Jedi Academy Trilogy: *


1. Jedi Search


2. Dark Apprentice


3. Champions of the Force

12-13 yrs after

Children of the Jedi *

Darksaber *

Planet of Twilight * 

X-Wing: Starfighters of Adumar

14 yrs after

The Crystal Star *

16-17 yrs after

The Black Fleet Crisis Trilogy: *


1. Before the Storm


2. Shield of Lies


3. Tyrant’s Test

17 yrs after

The New Rebellion *

18 yrs after

The Corellian Trilogy *


1. Ambush at Corellia


2. Assault at Selonia


3. Showdown at Centerpoint

19 yrs after

The Hand of Thrawn Duology: *


1. Specter of the Past


2. Vision of the Future

22 yrs after

Junior Jedi Knights series (This can be fun, but they are not necessary. They are good for background info only.)

23-24 yrs after

Young Jedi Knights series (Ditto.)

25-30 yrs after

The New Jedi Order: 


1. Vector Prime *


2. Dark Tide 1: Onslaught *


3. Dark Tide 2: Ruin *


4. Agents of Chaos 1: Hero’s Trial *


5. Agents of Chaos 2: Jedi Eclipse 


6. Balance Point 


7. Edge of Victory 1: Conquest *


8. Edge of Victory 2: Rebirth

9. Recovery * (A short story included at the beginning of the re-released Star by Star)


10. Star by Star * (This has just been upgraded. 2/18/03)


11. Dark Journey *


12. Enemy Lines 1: Rebel Dream *


13. Enemy Lines 2: Rebel Stand *


14. Traitor *


15. Destiny’s Way *

 
16. Ylesia* (A short story that you have to buy in eBook format (for now). I haven’t found a way to copy or print it yet. However it only costs $3.50 and is worth it if you feel the need to read every bit of SW info you can get your hands on. Not recommended, though.)

16. Force Heretic I: Remnant * 

17. Force Heretic II: Refugee* (5/03)


18. Force Heretic III: Reunion* (8/03)


19. The Final Prophecy (10/03)


20. The Unifying Force (10/03) – Nearing the end of the NJO series –

August 1, 2003 – I finished the Force Heretic trilogy. Amazing. Highly recommended. I can’t wait for the next ones.

21. Untitled eBook. By James Luceno (10/03)

Unknown Episode 1 to 2 bridge by Timothy Zahn (2004) (HIGHLY recommended)

Survivor's Quest by Timothy Zahn (02/2004) (A story about the Outbound Flight project destroyed by Thrawn. Luke and Mara go in search of the remains.)

Coming in November of 2005 – an untitled hardcover by Timothy Zahn (This TPM - AOTC bridge novel will detail Thrawn's destruction of the Outbound Flight Project.)
Timothy Zahn is my favorite Star Wars author, in case you can’t tell.  His Heir to the Empire series is an acceptable place to start reading the books and it introduces many cool characters such as Mara Jade (my personal favorite), Grand Admiral Thrawn, Captain Pelleon, and the Noghri.  

If you want to begin at the beginning then read the in between books (Rogue Planet, Shadows of the Empire and all the “Tales from” books). Rogue Planet is especially important in the New Jedi Order books. 

And by the way, just assume all New Jedi Order books to be recommended. But the highly recommended ones are the ones you just can’t miss.
