
 
 

 
 

 

 

Christ Community Church of Blackstone 
Proclaiming Hope through the Good News of Jesus Christ 

Celebrating 200 Years – 1822 to 2022 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Marc’s Message 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” -John 

1:14. NIV 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

morning study 

at 10 am via 

Zoom.com 

Opened to all! 

 

     It’s hard to believe that winter is almost upon us. Soon we will be dealing with 
its bitter cold and snow. Thanksgiving has come and gone in what seems like an 
instant and now we are into the holiday season. Decisions, decisions! How should 
we decorate the house for Christmas; what will be the perfect gift for our family 
and friends; what to do for our Christmas day meal? Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday have been even more profitable for retail sales than ever before. In all of 
this shopping frenzy, where has the true meaning of Christmas gone for the 
nation and in particular for you and me? 
     For us as Christians we have entered the Advent season. This is the time 
when we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. I chose John 1:14 above as it is a fundamental concept to 
Jesus’ incarnation. God, at just the right time and place, chose to physically 
intervene in the history of humanity. The Hebrew has a more precise description 
of the text. God actually chose to tabernacle with us. To pitch His tent among us 
and experience what it was like to be human. Jesus was fully God and fully man. 
It reminds me of when God had Moses and His people build the tabernacle in the 
wilderness to dwell with them as they made their way toward the promised land of 
Cannon. 
     And when the birth of Jesus was announced by the heavenly hosts to the 
shepherds, they told them to not be afraid for wonderful news of great joy for all 
had now arrived. But do we remember this monumental event this advent season 
as believers? Or is this time relegated to a fleeting thought now and again or for 
an hour at Sunday service? Gift giving and receiving is a nice tradition, but it is 
not the reason for this season in the Church year. This is a time of reflection on 
our relationship with the Lord. 
     As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, I ask that you spend some 
time each day with Jesus, a time of quiet reflection. Renew your relationship with 
Him if it needs mending; give thanks for what you have been blessed with; reach 
out to others you may know who are having a difficult time due to the loss of 
someone close; give to others in need. Let all those you meet know that the true 
spirit of Christmas is alive and well. Let others see a reflection of Christ in you! 
     May you and your family be blessed this Christmas. 
A blessed Christmas wish for you all, 

Pastor Marc 

 

In need of your 

prayers… 

Lisa – cancer,  

Elaine –lymphoma,  

Ron & Jackie – health 

issues 

Jeff –decision to make 

Sylvie, Marie and 

Martha – Cancer 

Nancy, Sheila, Joyce - 

healing  

Sandy, Jess - Caregivers 

Andrea – seizures 

Kayden – continued 

health issues 

Mary & Ed – in hospice  

Pastoral Search 

Committee 

 

Our unsaved loved ones 

Our Church Family 

Missionaries 

The President,  

Our Country 

World Leaders 

Ukraine & Russia 
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Saturday, December 24th at 7 PM 
 

 

 

 
 

Dale Goulden – December 4 
Paul Mandeville – December 18 

 

 

There will be no Sunday 
morning Worship Service  

on the 25th. 
 
 

 
December 11, 2022 
Right after the church service 

Potluck brunch 
Ornament swap 
Sign-up sheet in  

The back hall 

Church Anniversary 
Paul Mandeville – Dec 4, 1977 

Mary Hoyle – Dec 19, 1982 
 
 

COME JOIN US! 
We will have a table at the  

Holiday Craft Fair.   
COME CHECK US OUT! 

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving Dinners for Shut-Ins  

 
     We were privileged to provide a hot turkey dinner with all the fixings to 15 

people  on Thanksgiving morning.  Several volunteers came to Betty’s Donuts to put 

the meals together.  Food was cooked for the cause by the Congregation.   
 

Thank you to all who helped by  providing food and to the Blackstone Lions Club  

for their generous gift. 
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200th Anniversary Special Service & Dinner  
Christ Community Church of Blackstone 

 

The church bell rang on Sunday, October 30, 2022 at 3 pm to notify everyone that Christ Community 
Church of Blackstone is alive and well.  A  special service at the meeting house was held to celebrate 
the 200th year anniversary of this church’s beginnings.  Approximately 30 people came together for this 
historic day.  
 

With the music played on the piano by Jordan Heersink, the Congregation sang some familiar hymns.   
 

Previous ministers who pastored this church were invited to speak and share their memories of their 
time in Blackstone.  Since we do not have a pastor at the moment, our Associate Pastor Marc 
Greenwald welcomed everyone and opened with prayer.  Then our interim pastor, Rev. Gil Bourquin 
gave us a short message.  Rev. Gil was followed by Dr. Ruth Blais who was pastor from 2013 to 2021, 
then Rev. Denis Hardy, pastor from 1992 to 2009.  Rev. Paul McPheeters brought greetings from the 
4Cs.  Rev. Peter Sanborn who was pastor from 1982 to 1991 and was unable to attend today, came 
and spoke with us at a previous Sunday service. 
 

Many happy stories were related with much laughter.  Some members and former members came 
forward to share their memories of what it meant to them to be born into families that attended this 
church, i.e., childhood memories of Sunday School, picnics, and Vacation Bible School.  Those who 
spoke were Joan Robin, Nancy (Dicks) Mandeville and Mary Hoyle.  Tom Levitre, our beloved neighbor 
and always ready to help, came to the front of the sanctuary and offered to be our next pastor. 
 

Letters from those who could not be with us, Rev. Bill Miller (1976 to 1981) and  
Rev. Michael Mercier who was a student at the time (2005-2006) were read by  
Joyce St. Jean, President.  
 

The service closed at 4:30 pm with the singing of “How Great Thou Art!” and the Congregation and 
friends left to enjoy an Anniversary dinner at River Falls in Woonsocket. 
 

        
              Jordan at the piano                 Pastor Marc Greenwald               Joyce St. Jean, President 

                     
                  Rev. Gil Bourquin                    Rev. Denis Hardy                     Dr. Ruth Blais             Rev. Paul McPheeters 
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          Joan Robin            Nancy Mandeville            Mary Hoyle              Julie Wronski           Tom Levitre 

 

                        
  Jackie St. Jean, Sandy Maclennan, Jess Lenahan                                                                      Beth Hoyle, Nancy & Paul Mandeville 

                       
     Hope, Adrianna & Sheila Robeau             Jason & Jen Dickey, Bunny Roy,    John Myers, Marc & Barbara       Jordan Heersink, Sandy 
                                                                  Lynne Cignarella, Christina Bourquin                Greenwald                    Maclennan & Jess Lenahan 

           
      Warren & Ruth Blais         Marc & Gail Almquist        Mary, Tom, Abbie Lenahan              Norma Myers, Sandy            Mary H., Julie Wronski 
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On Saturday, November 26, several peope gathered together to decorate  

the church sanctuary for the Christmas Holidays. 
Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

 
Straight Ahead Ministries: 
Since 1987, the staff, volunteers and ministry partners have served over 75,000 young people in 
40 states, 35 countries and 7 languages. The intensive models of engagement and leadership 
development include programs that offer faith and character development, job readiness training and 
placement, educational support and service opportunities. 

• Every Youth in Every Facility has the opportunity to hear and respond to the Gospel  

• Lives are transformed as youth gain new skills, develop character, and grow in faith  

We are so blessed to be part of this ministry.  Our church gives an annual monetary donation and at 
Christmas, we donate gifts to 12 teens.  This year is no different.  We are organizing our annual 
Christmas gift donation and Marc O’Neill will pick up the gifts sometime in early December.  If you 
would like to help assemble the gifts, please speak with Joyce St. Jean.  Thank you to all who donated 
money, clothing, games and candy to this ministry. 

 

About us: 
 We are a bible-based, Christ-centered Christian church, located on the corner of Church and 
School Streets in Blackstone, MA.  We are affiliated with the 4Cs – Conservative Congregational 
Christian Conference. 
 

Pastor:       
Associate Pastor:  Marc Greenwald 

Visit our website at www.cccob.org to listen to the sermons and to find out more 
about us 
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~ December 2022 ~ 
Christ Community Church of Blackstone 

(508) 883-7885 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 

BMR Craft Show 

10 to 3 

4 

Sunday Service 
9:30 am 

 

 

5 
Tres Dias 

Group Meeting 
7 pm via zoom 

 

6 
Bible Study  

10 am  
via Zoom.com 

 

7 
Prayer Meeting  

at 7pm  
via Zoom.com  

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11    

Sunday Service 
9:30 am 

Christmas 

Potluck Brunch 

after church 

service 

12 
 

13     

Bible Study  
10 am  

via Zoom.com 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

Sunday Service 
9:30 am 

 

19 
 

20 

Bible Study  
10 am  

via Zoom.com 
 

21 22     
 

23 
 

 

24 
 

25    No Service 

 

26 27 
Bible Study  

10 am  
via Zoom.com 

 

28 

 
29 30  

 
7 pm at the church 

 

 

 


