Crises


Many young American men and women fighting in Iraq are discovering who they and what their live means to them. This proves that difficult times are able to determine who and what a person is made of. “Crises refine life. In them you discover who you are”, a quotation by Allan K. Chalmers, exists vividly within the hearts and mind of those in Iraq. However, the crises in Iraq is a dark alleyway of the world illuminated by explosions and television cameras. To agree to Mr. Chalmers’ quotation within the borders of Iraq is understandable, but to agree with is outside Iraq’s borders is absurd.

It is absurd because of overuse of the word “crises”, ability to distort the intensity of a crises, and the tactics used by journalists to portray a crises.


According to newscasters, the people of the world are face with many new and threatening crises everyday such as the crises in Iraq, monetary crises, disease, and the search for alternative energy sources. Due to the common usage of this word its meaning has become vague, unclear, and routine to the people of the planet. In turn, to redefining life with an uncertain and routine definition would make life seem weak and not important. Life, on the other hand, is not routine and defining life with a word which means routine would be dangerous. 

The overuse of the word “crises” often contributes to distortion of actual events. Distorting events is know to have two sides—overkill and under-kill. These two categories vary on the intensity of any event and are easily achieved. Overkill is repetitive bombardment of information. Anchorpersons, newscasters, and journalist report on mostly the same news at roughly the same time with each trying to give the same story from a different perspective. By the time most news stations around world have covered at least one side of some story, they have already started to beat the dead horse. 

Another way information can be altered is the under-kill of information. Under-kill is not reporting enough information about an event or topic that should have more media coverage. A good example of a topic in this category is space missions. Reporters can just about get clearance to report any and everything, but they have not sent any reporters into space yet. Astronauts are the lucky few that get to see the whole beautiful, blue world outside the windows of the space shuttle. What they do not see is the childish, insignificant bickering between nations and countries, greedy CEOs, poor health care, or the small world, closed-minded, backstabbing methods of reporters. Astronauts convey a message more profound than some repetitive breaking development in the crises with Iraq. They state that all humankind should be able to work and live together in peace. However, this information hardly reaches the public because if the abundance of crises that consumes most of the world’s radio waves.

Along with the ability to distort crises, journalist have many ways of reporting events to acquire the attention of the viewers. Journalist are more dangerous than terrorist. Reporters pry their way into to the heart of events that they do not have any business in. These information-driven savages use the eye of the public to cover their tracks; however, in times of great difficulty the press is more like a vulture to a dead carcass. They swarm around dramatic events tying to find creative ways to put a spin in reporting events. This spin is able to shift the context of and event just enough that it is able to distort the true meaning of that event. Presentation is another tactic used by reporters. Most reporters used method that requires reporters to cold and blunt. Also, the   use of stern voices and rigid body posture describes the intensity of events. All storytellers are elegant in the way that they describe events, it is those descriptions that turn fact into fiction.

The definition of life should be profound, simple, and universal. Mr. Chalmers’ quotation fails to meet this criteria because crises are easily distorted. Distorting the meaning of life would mean that there is no meaning to life.

