HISTORY OF THE GOUVERNEUR MEMORIAL ARCH

The Gouverneur Memorial Arch, erected in the center of the downtown village park in 1905, was funded by the local Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) and from the proceeds of special postcards depicting the architect’s design for the arch. Nearly 200 families made additional donations. Their names were placed on a list that was sealed inside the cornerstone before it was laid. The memorial arch was dedicated on August 30, 1905, as part of the town’s centennial celebration. Over the arch is engraved "Lest We Forget", the theme and purpose of the monument. Various plaques list the names of Gouverneur’s first settlers from 1805-1807, and local residents who made the supreme sacrifice during the Civil War, World Wars I and II, and the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Atop the arch is a bronze eagle that was not part of the original design. It was contributed by Jeannie Dean and mounted in 1906.
