4 AO INDEPENDENT STUDY TOPICS

Investigate a trilogy or several books by the same author.  Focus on the connecting elements such as characters, events, objects, conflicts, themes, religion, symbols etc…

Compare the classic “horror” stories of Poe, Wells, Stoker with the modern stories of King, Koontz, Saul etc,,,

Classic science fiction novels as predictors of the future.

Satire and how it is used as social commentary on society.  Look at its use in short stories, novels, film and television.

Compare and contrast at least one well-known novel with its movie version.  Analyze the plot, setting, characters, and themes and audience reaction.  Deal with additions, deletions and alterations, the reasons for them and the effect on the audience.  

A study of children’s novels.  A series or several by different authors.  Analyze their content, characters and appeal.

Analyze family relationships in literature by comparing different eras. 

Read Pygmalion by  Shaw and study the use of its theme in films such as My Fair Lady, Grease , Pretty woman and She’s All That. 

Kerouac’s On the Road as a forerunner of the 1960’s Hippie Movement.

Feminism in classic novels like Jane Eyre and Little Women.
Themes and symbols in the works of Hemingway

The tragic hero in 3 works of Steinbeck or Hemingway or Arthur Miller.

The theme of Island escape.  A comparison of 3 novels in which being stranded and surviving is a theme. 

The monster in literature: a comparison of famous literary monsters and their personalities.  Author’s use of monsters and their treatment as a comment on society.  

Anthropomorphism in children’s animal stories.  Charlotte’s Web Black Beauty, Peter Rabbit
The characterization and description of the cowboy and the west by authors like Louis L’Amour

Compare Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and Apocalypse Now.

Allegory and Symbolism in Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland. Compare original version with the Disney and other filmed versions.

Satire in Orwell’s novels, Animal Farm, 1984, 

Growing up is hard to do – a selection of (min 3) novels depicting this concept.

Farley Mowat- a study of how his life and attitudes effect his work.

The history of television.  Societal changes and their effect  on TV.  E.g.: sex roles, black image, family dynamics etc….

A topic of your choosing which gets approval from the instructor.
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