Hamlet Act IV
Study Questions

Scene I

What are Claudius’ concerns regarding the murder of Polonius?

What does this scene add to your understanding of Claudius’s character?

Scene II

Find three examples of wise remarks Hamlet makes in his madness.

Scene III

Why is Claudius worried about being too severe with Hamlet?

Find three examples of gruesome yet humourously truthful comments made by Hamlet.

What reason does Claudius publicly give for sending Hamlet to England?

Scene IV

Compare and contrast the characters of Hamlet and Fortinbras. 

Paraphrase Hamlet’s soliloquy l.32-66. How does it further our understanding of Hamlet’s character? How does it add to the plot?

Scene V

What are the causes of Ophelia’s madness?

According to Claudius, “Sorrows come not in single spies but in Battalions”  List 5 of the problems Claudius feels are part of the battalion. 

Why does Laertes blame Claudius for his father’s death?

“I am guiltless in your father’s death”  How does Claudius convince Laertes of this?

Scene VI

Briefly summarize the contents of Hamlet’s letter to Horatio.

Scene VII

What two explanations for allowing Hamlet to roam free does Claudius give to Laertes?

In detail, explain Claudius and Laertes plan to kill Hamlet yet not be blamed for his death. 

How does Ophelia die?

How does Laertes’ character seem in contrast to Hamlet?

