CATCHER IN THE RYE  

CHAPTER 1 –6

STUDY QUESTION

1. Why begin the book with lines like, “If you need to know the truth…”? (line6)What does this tell us about Holden?

2. In what ways is Pencey a microcosm of the outside world?

3. What is the importance of Holden’s conversation with Mr. Spencer? What sorts of things are revealed about Holden’s personality?

4. What is the significance of Holden’s new hat?

5. Why begin Chapter 3 with “I’m the most terrific liar you ever saw in your life”?

6. What is the significance of Holden’s message to Jane?

7. What is the importance of his composition about Allie’s baseball glove?

8. Why does Holden fight Stradlater? Is he really the “pacifist” he claims to be?

9. What is Holden’s first action after the fight? What might this indicate about him?

10. One critic said, “if Holden is a typical example of a teenager, I’m not surprised that we have such a Juvenile Delinquent problem” What things has Holden said, done, thought or referred to so far which would justify critic’s fears of his behavior negatively influencing teens of the time?
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