October 2, 2001 

Agenda

Announcements

Q & A Readings last week

Readings this week: Klemke Part 1 all; Harman; Horgan; Suppe

Introduction

At this point, you will begin to feel slightly uneasy with the readings for a couple of reasons. One is that you have picked up a theme of criticism and or interpretation of a criticism,etc. Remember, even Plato, who had his own philosophical thoughts and ideas, was the first scholar to put down on (we think) the ideas of Socrates. At the very least these are reconstructions, not reinterpretations. Let us move ahead in two ways. One let us set the context of philosophical ideas within the framework of science. Second let's place philosophical views with in the various traditions of science. 

 

1. Categories of Science: Pure vs. Applied

	Pure
	Pure
	Applied

	Formal
	Factual/empirical
	Technological

	Logic
	Natural----------Social
	Nursing

	Math
	Physics---------Sociology
	Engineering/Aeronautics

	
	Biology
	Agriculture

	
	Anthropology
	Medicine

	
	Psychology
	

	
	Economics
	


Today we want to put some of the fundamental philosophies of science into views of science.

 

Science

Traditional View - inductive-deductive cycle. It is being challenged -à retroduction. Let us recall the definition of demarcation. And Popper's falsifiability. 

Wittgenstein - verification was how theories were viewed; analysis of language.

 

Ziman: mastery of environment; study of the natural world; experimental method and logical influences based on induction. Consensus must stand the test of time. Technology can't wait for knowledge; in health care it is felt there is a responsibility is to the client, not to our academic peers. 

 

Thagard: theories with structure, experiments, solve problems; community of scholars : explain anomalies and compare with other theories.

 

Kitcher: Test hypotheses in bindles (group them together); small criteria applied to a wide range of problems; open new areas of inquiry.

Activity:

Define Nursing: Is nursing a science?

 

Use demarcation: what meet's criteria and what does not?

 

Nursing must solve one problem: applying scientific method to nursing problems; public knowledge/consensus.

Donna' Response:

1991:

 

"Nursing is best defined by my experience, which are now in excess of 20 years. This span of time was different foci of work in nursing; nursing as a process with series of skills applied to situations based on orders fro MDs. Nursing grew to be experience with a condition and thus anticipation was achieved. Nursing later became more challenging in caring for sicker persons who needed care based on acute and critical changes in physiology. Nursing was problem solving - deductive. Somewhere a map was made; acquisition of new Rx's was no longer challenging and impact of my interaction coupled with skill seemed most important. Interchange, communication, touching, caring, empathy grew to develop health promotion; no matter what the diagnosis. These skills were accompanied by maturation and life crises of my own. It is easier to say what nursing is not, but it's force is care not cure; touch, time, concepts which I've grown to acquire. … My nursing fits into social and natural technological categories of science. Has phenomenological and empirical basis. Tends towards humanitarianism away from mind , body dualism.

 

Two important movements in early philosophy have influence on our thinking:

The first was Scholasticism and the second was dualism; I will not spend time on the latter:

 

As a result of their belief in the harmony between faith and reason, the Scholastics attempted to determine the precise scope and competence of each of these faculties. Many early Scholastics, such as the Italian ecclesiastic and philosopher St. Anselm, did not clearly distinguish the two and were overconfident that reason could prove certain doctrines of revelation. Later, at the height of the mature period of Scholasticism, the Italian theologian and philosopher St. Thomas Aquinas worked out a balance between reason and revelation. Scholastics after Aquinas, however, beginning with the Scottish theologian and philosopher John Duns Scotus, restricted more and more the domain of truths capable of being proved by reason and insisted that many doctrines previously thought to have been proved by philosophy had to be accepted on the basis of faith alone. One reason for this restriction was that Scholastics applied the requirements for scientific demonstration, as first specified in Aristotle's Organon, much more rigorously than previous philosophers had done. These requirements were so strict that Aristotle himself was rarely able to apply them fully beyond the realm of mathematics. It was this trend that led finally to the loss of confidence in natural human reason and philosophy that is characteristic of the early Renaissance and of the first Protestant religious reformers, such as Martin Luther.

Another common attitude among Scholastics was their great respect for the so-called authorities in both philosophy and theology. (Aristotle)

David Hume:  moral philosopher.  Depicted human nature -> philosophy of human beings from” nature”.  All philosophy of science must be carefully regarded within the context of social, political activities.    “God plays an important role in the creation and reinforement of moral values.”  From his life and writings [Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy]

 

2. I think the reason I mentioned dualism is the influence of Descartes (1500-1700) on science and also the influence on a modern philosopher, Fred  Suppe. 

Activity: Discussion of Received view; pros / cons; fundamental differences between first and final view. Other sciences' responses. Bring in Nooetic thinkers as contrast.

3.  Received view:   Discuss the historical, political, social movement from logical positivism.  First view -> final view (revised version)

Concepts to emphasize:  axiomatize; reductionism; positivism

Introduce the notion of correspondence rules and give a clinical example of “explanation of a bruise”

	Vo
	Vt

	Observational terms
	Theoretical vocabulary


Revisit received view next week.

 

