Personal Computers in the Home.





More people are buying personal computers for home use.  In many homes computers are used purely for entertainment but their potential is far wider than this and they will continue to have a big impact on our lives.





The ways in which people use their computers in the home are for :


	- personal services


	- entertainment


	- education


	- controlling home systems


	- telecommuting.





Personal Services :


The business tools of word processing, using spreadsheets and databases are quite commonly used in the home.


Obtaining/sending data over telephone lines gives home users access to information and services. Examples of this are teleshopping, electronic banking and making airline reservations.


Users can subscribe to on-line information services ( eg.. Prodigy, Compuserve) and gain access to the latest news, weather, sports and financial information along with shopping, entertainment and electronic mail.


If the user has communications capabilities they can use the electronic bulletin board systems (BBSs) to communicate with one another and to share information (for interest and social uses).





Entertainment :


They are also used in a variety of ways as a hobby tool - (designing patterns, organising collections, writing plays etc).








