Classic Windows Settings

(Windows XP Tutorial, Not Tested in Vista)

This is for users who prefer to operate in a classic Windows environment like that of Windows 95/98/2000. The benefits: 1. speeds up the computer by freeing up memory resources, 2. allows access to all system files without censorship from the OS, and 3. reduces major annoyances.

There are five steps in the process:

1. Changing your taskbar,

2. Changing desktop settings,

3. Changing folder settings,

4. Disabling security alerts, and

5. Disabling Windows pop-up balloon tips.

These steps are progressively more challenging, and likewise pose progressively more potential damage to your operating system. Warnings will be given when appropriate. Please read each section completely before performing its instructions. At any time, if the operating systems asks to reboot to apply changes, do so before continuing.

Step 1: Changing your taskbar.

1. Right-click on an empty gray portion of the taskbar and select Properties.

2. Under the Start Menu tab, select the option "Classic Start menu".

3. There are other options you can fool with if you click on "Customize".

4. After your done, click "OK" to close the dialog.

Step 2: Changing desktop settings.

1. Right click in an empty area of your Windows desktop and select Properties.

2. Under the Appearance tab, change the Windows and buttons option to Windows Classic style.

3. Under the Desktop tab, click on Customize Desktop.

4. Under the General tab, check the boxes for My Documents, My Computer, and My Network Place. Under the Web tab, make sure all boxes are NOT checked.

5. Click OK and OK to close both dialogs.

Step 3: Changing folder settings.

WARNING: Some of these settings are designed to prevent the user from accidentally causing damage to the operating system. More specifics will follow.

1. Open your My Documents folder.

2. Resize and reposition this folder to your preferences.

3. Hold down the Control key and close the window by clicking the little X in the upper right-hand corner. This will close the window and remember its size and position.

4. Open your My Documents folder again. It should be exactly the way you like it. If not, repeat steps 2 & 3.

5. In the menues on the top, select Tools/Folder Options...

6. In the General tab, select "Use Windows classic folders".

7. In the View tab, under Advanced settings, Check the following boxes: Under "Files and Folders"--Display the contents of system folders, Display the full path in the address bar, Display the full path in the title bar. Under "Hidden files and folders" select Show hidden files and folders, and uncheck the boxes--Hide extensions for known file types, and Hide protected operating system files. WARNING: this step allows the user to view and open files in the WINDOWS and PROGRAM FILES folders. Modification of files in these folders could potentially cause harm to your operating system. Perform this step only if you need access to these files.

8. Also in the View tab, Click the button: "Apply to All Folders". Click "Yes" on the dialog that pops up.

9. Then click OK to close the dialog.

Step 4: Disabling security alerts.

WARNING: Only perform this step if you have no intention of using Windows Automatic Update, Windows Firewall, or are using another firewall and Internet security program.

1. Open My Computer/Control Panel/Security Center.

2. Click on the blue text: "Change the way Security Center alerts me".

3. Uncheck all three boxes and click OK.

4. Close all windows.

Step 5: Disabling Windows pop-up notifications.

WARNING: This section contains steps that tell you how to modify the registry. However, serious problems might occur if you modify the registry incorrectly. Therefore, make sure that you follow these steps carefully. For added protection, back up the registry before you modify it. Then, you can restore the registry if a problem occurs.

1. Click Start, click Run, type regedit, and then press ENTER.

2. Navigate to the following subkey: HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Explorer\Advanced

3. Right-click the right pane, create a new DWORD value, and then name it EnableBalloonTips.

4. Double-click this new entry, and then give it a hexadecimal value of 0.

5. Quit Registry Editor. Restart Windows.

Note: This step disables all Notification Area balloon tips for this user. There is no way to disable balloon tips for specific programs only.
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