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Introduction

Pablo Neruda is a well-known Spanish language poet from Chile. He was born July 12, 1904. He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1971. He died September 23, 1973. Many people may remember one of his Sonnets, specifically XVII, which was read on the movie Patch Adams. He has many books to his credit, and there are a number of translations into English. However, for this project, electronic sources have been collected in an annotated bibliography. 


Included are databases, electronic versions of paper materials, and web sites. Care was taken with selection of these resources. In general, the best databases were chosen with regard to the types of articles that are provided including Academic Search Premier and WorldCat. Some of the best sources, which are electronic version of paper materials include Literature Resource Center and MagillonLiterature. Examples of important web sites with information about Pablo Neruda include the Academy of American Poets and the Nobel Foundation.

Databases 

Academic Search Premier [Serial]. (1975-). Ipswich, MA: Ebsco.

Academic Search Premier is one of Ebsco’s databases that is frequently purchased by academic libraries because of its interdisciplinary nature. Its coverage is a blend of Social Sciences and Humanities with full-text articles in PDF and/or HTML format over half of the cited materials. Some of them are as old as 1975. For those citations that are not full-text, this source does provide abstracts, which may be helpful for a user in deciding to look further for the article. It includes research articles, as well as brief informational articles and book reviews. It provides good coverage of Pablo Neruda with several articles for students to view. The searching is reasonable if the advanced search is used for multiple terms. In addition, there is a nice feature for users that want to browse a particular journal issue. This source also allows users to hyperlink to subjects within the citations. This database is usually offered as a package to libraries and costs a few thousand dollars in that respect. With the amount of full-text available and the breadth of coverage, it seems well-worth the money.
American Humanities Index [Serial]. (2000-). Ipswich, MA: Ebsco.

This index is a fairly recent addition from Ebsco. By its name, one understands the focus of the database being the humanities. It includes citations over 1000 journals. One drawback is the lack of full-text materials. With regard to Pablo Neruda, it provides citations for some of his poems. The searching uses the typical Ebsco interface, which provides basic and advanced searching, as well as journal browsing. In addition, it allows users to e-mail or print citations. The cost should be less than some other databases from Ebsco because there is a lack of full-text materials. Depending upon the library’s needs in the humanities, it may be worth adding to the sources of the library. Overall, a nice database would be useful for students, but not an absolute need.

Accunet/AP Multimedia Archive [Serial]. (1998-). State College, PA: AccuWeather/AP.

This is a wonderful database when looking for photographs. This source has over ¾ of a million photos. Many of them are from the last ten years, but some dating back to the mid 1800s. This can be very useful for students when looking for famous figures, especially contemporary ones. It would be good for looking for various topics as well. For example, pictures of the World Trade Center before and after 9/11 would be useful for student reports. Students can print photos that they need. As far as coverage of Pablo Neruda, this source provides a number of pictures of the poet. The searching is simple when looking for a name or a place. A user can also look for specific dates or a range. According to the web site, it is a low-cost source, but it depends on the size of the institution and the number of licenses required. This source would be a nice addition for academic, public, or school libraries.

Expanded Academic ASAP. [Serial]. (1990s-). Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Group.

This source is one of the Infotrac databases. The coverage is fair (about half of Ebsco’s Academic Search Premier). The company has improved the product by including PDF files, as opposed to HTML format. This feature makes it more useful for researchers. There is also a journal browse feature, which is a nice feature for users. For Pablo Neruda, this source provides a reasonable amount of articles. It is similar to Academic Search Premier. Searching is fair with a number of features to other databases. The automatic setting is Keyword searching, but it is better to choose Advanced searching. The cost of this product is a few thousand dollars, depending on the type of library requesting the source. Overall, if the library can afford it, the database is a nice addition, but if a choice is needed, preference should be with Ebsco based on the greater coverage.

Informe! Revistas en Espaniol. [Serial]. (1999-). Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Group.

This is a welcome addition for an academic library. Another type of library that serves a large Spanish-speaking population would find it useful as well. It appears to be unique for its coverage of Spanish language materials. In addition, it includes full-text articles, which is a key feature. With regard to Pablo Neruda, this is a good source because Neruda’s native language is Spanish. The searching is the typical Infotrac interface. It allows basic and advanced searching, as well as browsing journals. A nice feature is that it allows users to view things in Spanish or in English for librarians that need to find materials for patrons. The cost for this source appears to be very reasonable. Any library needing a Spanish language database would be advised to purchase this source.

Worldcat. [Serial]. (1979-). Dublin, OH: OCLC.

This is one of the important databases provided from OCLC. It is an attempt at a worldwide catalog. A large majority of the libraries listed is from the U.S. This is a major bibliographic tool will millions of records that librarians use to find materials that are not owned in their libraries or consortiums. It is a great tool for researchers doing exhaustive searching for a topic. After all, no library can own everything. There are numerous records for Pablo Neruda, which makes it useful for faculty and students doing research in this area. The searching has recently improved for this database. It includes basic, advanced, and expert searching. Most users would be advised to use the advanced search page. It is clearer about the use of Boolean operators for combining terms. In addition, it provides many limitations including year, materials in the user’s library, and type of material. The cost for this product varies depending on how it is purchased. For example, the Illinois State Library purchased blocks of searches for libraries throughout the state as an added service. An alternative is to purchase a subscription, which involves a flat fee for the database. It can be a costly service, but one that is well worth it, especially in the U. S. 

Electronic Materials Based on Print Materials

Book Review Digest. [Serial]. (1900s-). Bronx, NY: H.W. Wilson.

This is a long-time source for librarians and patrons looking for book reviews (the electronic version begins coverage in 1983). It covers materials published in the U.S., Canada, and the U.K. It is appropriate for public, academic, and perhaps large school libraries. The source has a large breadth of coverage. There are several book reviews for Pablo Neruda, which makes it a good source for patrons that want this type of information. The searching is the typical OCLC format. It provides basic, advanced, and expert searching. It provides an option for full-text. The database can be added to other OCLC packages. The cost is a few thousand depending on size of institution. It is a nice edition, but perhaps other databases would be a priority.

Books in Print. [Serial]. (2000-). New Providence, NJ: R.R. Bowker.

This source is one that has common to libraries for years. It has recently been in online format. It is quite useful when looking for materials that are current in a particular topic. Because publishing has changed over the years, materials have shorter life spans as in print; there is an increased need to update this source frequently, which makes the Internet a great format. In addition, the source covers out-of-print materials, which will help librarians when looking for requests for older materials that faculty want in the collection. It would be a great source for looking for in print materials by and about Pablo Neruda. The searching provides many choices for the user, including keywords, subjects, titles, author, or ISBN. Additionally, it covers audio books, so librarians may look for the person that reads the material. Considering the usefulness of this source for librarians, it would seem to be a necessary tool for the library. It is also available in CD-ROM format. The cost is more than the print version, so one has to decide the needs of the library. This is a standard source for libraries, but it seems that other sources could be used if the cost becomes an issue.
Columbia Granger’s World of Poetry. [Serial]. (1999-). New York: Columbia University Press.

This is a standard source for academic, public, and school libraries. The online source provides complete volumes of the following titles: The Columbia Grangers Index to Poetry, Classic Hundred Poems, The Top 500 Poems, The Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry in Anthologies, The Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry in Collected and Selected Works, and The Columbia Granger’s Index to African-American Poetry. In looking for Pablo Neruda, there are over 200 hits for his poetry, which appears to make it a good source. The searching is good. It provides a basic search and an advanced search page. Overall, it appears to be a worthwhile product for many libraries because of its coverage. The cost depends on the size of the institution. It can be up to about $1,500, which seems reasonable for this source. Poetry is part of collections in public, academic, and school libraries, so it is a sensible addition to an electronic collection. 

Dissertation Abstracts Online [Serial]. (1995-). Dublin, Ohio: OCLC.

This source is invaluable for users looking for in depth research about topics. The coverage goes back to 1861, including abstracts from 1980. The source has over 1.5 million records from the U.S., Canada, and Europe. The database is from ProQuest, and it is available from OCLC, as well as in paper format. With regard to Pablo Neruda, the source provides a number of materials that are useful for the researcher. The searching is inferior compared to other sources. One has to hope terms are in the abstracts or titles of the dissertations because subjects appear to be very broad in nature. One limitation would be that the source does not cover South America, which might be a good source for academic material about Pablo Neruda. The source is quite expensive (several thousand dollars). Regardless of the sources shortcomings, namely the searching, it is a must have for academic libraries, especially those that grant advanced degrees.

Encyclopaedia Britannica [Serial]. (1994-). Chicago, IL: Britannica Online.

This is a classic encyclopaedia source for millions of users. It is for any type of library, including special or corporate libraries. It provides many articles that are relevant when looking for basic information about various topics. The paper version had a macro and a micro encyclopedia. The first type had brief descriptions of people, places, or concepts (a few paragraphs at most). The second type had longer articles (a few pages). With the online version, these sets are incorporated, so users may search the entire source. The electronic version includes a dictionary and thesaurus for users. It also allows browsing of the alphabet or subjects. With regard to Pablo Neruda, it provides a reasonable amount of basic material that one may be confident in accuracy. The searching is fair, but could be improved with an advanced search page. Regardless of the cost, this source needs to be in any library because it is a standard source.
Literature Resource Center. [Serial]. (1990s-). Detroit, MI: Gale Research.

This is an excellent source for researching literature. The source includes over 400,000 full-text articles, over 40,000 critical essays, over 100,000 biographies, and an Encyclopedia of Literature. Librarians will be familiar with the materials covered in this source because of the paper editions that many libraries have. This includes Contemporary Authors, Dictionary of Literary Biography, and Contemporary Literary Criticism. In other words, the materials have credibility. It is a great source for information about Pablo Neruda because it provides biographical information, criticism about the poet’s work, bibliographies, a couple of web sites of interest, and a list of literary events during the poet’s lifetime. Searching is good because there are many choices including Author, Title, and Keyword. There is an advanced search page as well. One can also view a Literary-Historical Timeline of events for a given time period. Additionally, a user may look for authors by type, which means authors for a certain period in literature, genre, ethnicity, or theme. The cost is a few thousand dollars, but well worth it for libraries that are lacking the print sources included here, and those that have an emphasis on liberal arts, namely literature. It is more suited for academic libraries. With the amount of full-text, it should be seriously considered.
MagillOnLiterature. [Serial]. (2002-). Hackensack, NJ: Ipswich, MA : Salem Press ; EBSCO.

This source is good when looking for critical essays about literature. It also provides a good amount of other information for users that want quality information about literature. The Ebsco web site shows that twelve titles are part of this collection. It provides information on a variety of genres including science fiction, detective fiction, poetry, and philosophy. For Pablo Neruda, the source provides some good essays concerning his work. The searching is adequate. Users may use basic or advanced searching. It also provides searching for particular works in the collection. It seems that this is a definite need for academic or school libraries. The cost of Ebsco products is reasonable, so it should be seriously considered.

MLA International Bibliography. [Serial]. (1900s-). Ipswich, MA: Ebsco.
This source is superb for scholars looking for information in the fields of literature, language, folklore, literary criticism, and drama. Coverage goes back to 1963 with over 1.5 million items, which shows the breadth of information in the source. For Pablo Neruda, the source provides a large number of articles for the researcher. It is typical of Ebsco’s interface to have basic and advanced searching. The advanced search page includes a limitation for publication type, which is helpful when looking for certain types of sources. It is an affordable choice from Ebsco. It is a definite need for academic libraries to acquire. An outstanding source for the humanities!

Web Sites of Interest

Academy of American Poets. (1997-2004). Pablo Neruda. Retrieved February 25, 2004, from  http://www.poets.org/poets/poets.cfm?prmID=285
This web site is excellent when looking for information about poets or poems. It provides a wealth of general information about this area of literature. One can find brief descriptions of poets, find poems, listen to poems, join discussions, and link to other literary web sites. It also provides a way to search the site. There are also help screens available. For Pablo Neruda, there is a seven-page article with some brief biographical information, a short bibliography of works, and a few links to other web sites. There are also links for a couple of his poems translated. One can search the site with the search box provided on the site. It is a useful and reliable site for students to find concise information.

Amazon. (1996-2004). Retrieved March 17, 2004, from http://www.amazon.com.

This is one of the super web sites when looking for books. It offers more than just books. It has many partners, so it is a popular choice for consumers. It is an alternative to using Books in Print. The best part is that it is free. The site has more than just popular literature; it is also a good source for textbooks for students. When looking for books for Pablo Neruda, one will find a number of hits. Some of them are readily in stock, some are available used, and some are special order materials. One can look at sample pages for some of the materials, as well as look at reviews from users of the site and from the publisher or various book review sources. It offers an advanced search page when looking for an author, title, subject, or ISBN. Overall, it is useful if a researcher is looking for what is available for purchase or looking for information about books. Another advantage is that Amazon has international sites in various countries including Canada, the U.K., and Germany.

Barnes and Noble. (1997-2004). Retrieved March 17, 2004, from http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
This is an alternative to Amazon.com, which offers similar services. One can search for books, music, or videos from the largest bookstore chain in the U.S. Once again, it has more than just popular fiction. One can also find textbooks, which is important for students. It is also a source for librarians looking for out-of-print materials. Additionally, the site provides a section for Spanish language materials. For Pablo Neruda, there are more than 200 selections. Some of the books have a table of contents, and the site includes reviews from published sources and from customers in some cases as well. The searching is typical. There is a basic search and an advanced search, which allows author, title, and ISBN searching. There are also limitations for format, age range, and price. For those that have shopped in Barnes and Noble, it gives users a choice when looking for available books.

Dialogue. (1994). Neruda: A poet’s legacy. Retrieved March 17, 2004, from http://town.hall.org/radio/Dialogue/100694_dial_01_ITH.html
The web site provides an audio archive of various radio programs, which have aired in the past. This includes the National Press Club and Common Grounds. Subjects includes Literature, World Affairs, and Music. This web page provides a lecture in a question and answer format from Enrico Mario Santi, a scholar from Georgetown University. It can be listened to in one of three formats. They include versions for Unix, Mac, and Windows. The most common format to listen to the lecture is Real Audio. It discusses Pablo Neruda for about 30 minutes, which could be useful for students to listen to or for interested readers of Neruda. Apparently, this is from a series that was on public radio from 1994.

La Sebastiana Museum. (n.d.). La Sebastiana. Retrieved March 7, 2004, from http://www.lasebastiana-neruda.cl/
This web site from Chile is for a museum dedicated to Pablo Neruda. In fact, it was one of the poet’s homes in Valparaiso. It provides some information about the museum. There is information about each of the five floors in the home. It also has a little bit of history. There is a store and a café as well. The museum has a minimal admission charge for people, and events in the museum are free. For the researcher that could study abroad, this might be of interest. The source is free, so it is not limited by cost. 

The Nobel Foundation. (2004). Pablo Neruda – Biography. Retrieved February 25, 2004, from http://www.nobel.se/literature/laureates/1971/neruda-bio.html
This site provides valuable information about past Nobel Prize winners. Categories include Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature, Peace, and Economic Sciences. There are some brief articles about each of the disciplines. The site also has educational material including a forum for people to recommend materials written by the winners of the prizes. For Pablo Neruda, the site provides a brief biography, a print version (in English or Spanish) and an audio version (in Spanish) of his Nobel Lecture, his banquet speech, a picture of his Nobel Diploma, and a few links to other web pages. The site is searchable with a basic search or an advanced search using Boolean logic. It is a free resource.

Powell’s Books. (1994-2004). Retrieved March 17, 2004, from http://www.powells.com/
Powell’s City of Books is the largest independent bookstore in the U.S. based in Portland, Oregon. It provides an alternative to the superstores (Amazon and Barnes and Noble). It provides numerous books, some of them new and some of them used. The difference with this site is that it only deals with books. One can browse subjects or search for materials. It has a rare book section and a technical book section. Additionally, there are sections for children’s materials and for e-books. For Pablo Neruda, the site offers more than 200 selections. One can find tables of contents and reviews for some of the materials. One can search by Author, Title, Keywords, ISBN, Publisher, or Section (Subject). One can limit by book type (hardcover, soft cover, e-book) or book class (used, new, etc.). Various fields can be used to sort the results. For those that do not want to use one of the big “chain” stores, it provides a nice alternative for finding books.

Questia. (2003). Retrieved March 17, 2004, from http://www.questia.com/Index.jsp
“The World’s Largest Online Library” provides information by subscription for individuals. It has information on almost 5,000 research topics. It is marketed to students, librarians, and faculty. It has over 400,000 titles in the Humanities and the Social Sciences. This includes books, articles, magazines, and newspapers. It seems as though it is more for the individual, rather than a library. The cost is reasonable at $20 a month with a discount for longer subscriptions. A quick search revealed over 500 hits for Pablo Neruda, which would make is a useful source for information. The service provides an advanced search page to search for Author, Title, Subject, Publisher, or Contents. Searches may be limited by year or source. A nice feature for student is that paragraphs can be marked with notations. In addition, the source provides help with citations, which can be invaluable for bibliographies.

Universidad de Chile. (2001). Neruda. Retrieved February 25, 2004, from http://www.uchile.cl/neruda/
This web site is from the University of Chile. It provides a web page with a wealth of information about Pablo Neruda. It is written in Spanish. One section has a timeline of his life. Another section provides information about materials at the University of Chile. There is a section about the women in Neruda’s life. The site also has some of Neruda’s work. It includes a bibliography with some of the poems. There is also a section for poetry read by the author as real audio files. There is another section with criticism about the author’s work. Overall, this is a good site to find information about Neruda. [Note: I used the Google web page translator to view these pages because I do not know Spanish].

