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Introduction


Collection development provides many challenges for a librarian. There are several factors to consider when collecting materials for a library. One factor is the type of library that one is collecting. Another factor is the budget limit for collecting materials in your area. A third factor in collecting materials is the clientele of the library. A larger public library will collect differently than a smaller library. A library in a town with a white-collar population would probably collect differently that a town with a blue-collar population. A fourth factor in collecting materials is whether a library is part of a consortium. If so, there may be some cooperation in collecting materials. 


For this project, a small-town public was chosen as the institution for analysis of a portion of a collection. In this case, the subject is Computer Books. Specifically, the 004 through 006, 025, and 650-652 portions of the Dewey Decimal Classification System were used. This includes sections for Data processing, Computer science, Computer programming, programs, data, Special computer methods, Office Services, and Processes of Human Communication. This is the way the materials were cataloged. Some of the placement of these books might be in question. However, that discussion would be for another course. There are 92 books in these parts of the collection. A complete list is provided in the Excel file included with this assignment.



Glace Bay and the Library


Glace Bay is a small town in Atlantic Canada, specifically Nova Scotia. It is part of the Cape Breton Regional Municipality, which is the second largest in Nova Scotia. The area used to be dependent upon the coal mines before they closed. It would be considered a poor area economically because there has been much unemployment. The area now depends on Call Centers for employment. These businesses have contracts from Hewlett Packard and Microsoft. There is also work from Spiegel Catalog. In addition, a small university provides some employment. 


The library is small, but seems to provide some nice materials for its residents. It is part of a consortium, the Cape Breton Regional Library. The consortium provides library service to about 120,000 people. There are several libraries for this region. Therefore, there is some cooperation in collecting materials. If one looks in the OPAC, not many books have multiple copies. 


After looking at the OPAC, one could conclude that libraries have very limited budgets in collecting materials. In a discussion with one of the staff, this was found to be true. A majority of funds go to Halifax (the largest city in the province). In addition, books cost more in Canada than the United States. Furthermore, the Canadian Dollar is not worth as much, so this compounds the problem of collecting materials. 



The Books: Existing Collection Broken into Categories

Note: this is simplified list with only title. The complete list with title, edition, copyright, publisher, ISBN, last check out, number of checkouts (if possible to determine), call number, and notes about keeping or weeding the material are provided in an Excel spreadsheet provided with this assignment.



Computer Dictionaries

Illustrated Computer Dictionary for Dummies



General Computer Books

Computers Simplified

Personal Computers for the Computer Illiterate

The Road Ahead

Using Computers in Business



General PC Books

Easy PCs

PCs for Dummies



General Macintosh Books

Macs for Dummies

Easy Macintosh

The Little Mac Book

The Little IMAC Book

Making Movies, Photos, Music & DVDs on Your Mac



Networking 

Sams Teach Yourself Networking in 24 Hours

Introduction to Networking



Peripheral Books

Modems for Dummies



Internet Books

Free Net Canadian Online Access

Canadian Internet Users Handbook

NSPL Internet Handbook

America Online for Dummies, 3rd ed and 7th ed.

Ask Mr. Modem: Hundreds of Computer & Internet Answers

Mr. Modem’s Internet Guide for Seniors

Official Sympatico Guide to the Internet

The Internet

Internet Yellow Pages


Using the Web for Social Research



C++ Programming


C++ Weekend Crash Course


Visual C++ 2 for Dummies



Java Programming

Java in a Nutshell

The Java FAQ

Discover Java



Microsoft Software Books



Microsoft Word

Word 97 for Windows for Dummies

Word Made Easy

Word 2000 in a Nutshell

Word 2002 for Dummies



Microsoft Excel

Excel 2000 for Windows for Dummies

Microsoft Excel 97 Simplified

Microsoft Excel 97

Teach Yourself Excel for Windows 95



Microsoft Office

Office 97 One Step at a Time

Running Microsoft Office 97 Standard and Professional

Office 2000 for Windows for Dummies

Office 2003 for Dummies



Microsoft Access

Access 2000 for Dummies Quick Reference

Microsoft Access 97



Word Perfect Books

The Word Perfect Book

Advanced Word Perfect Series 5 Edition

Word Perfect Series 5 Edition: The Complete Reference

Mastering Word Perfect 5.1 for DOS

Word Perfect Training and User Guide Version 5.1

Word Perfect 6 Secrets

Easy Word Perfect 6 for Windows

Teach Yourself Corel Word Perfect 7 for Windows 95

Corel Word Perfect 8: The Official Guide

Mastering Word Perfect 8

Word Perfect Office 2000 for Linux Fast & Easy



Adobe Software Books

Adobe Photoshop 6.0 Classroom in a Book



Operating System Books

DOS

DOS & Microcomputers



Windows 3.1 & 3.11

Windows 3.1 Basics

More Windows 3.1 Secrets

Windows 3.1 Secrets

More Windows for Dummies

Windows 3.11 for Dummies



Windows 95

Windows 95 for Dummies Quick Reference


Windows 95 Secrets


Windows 95 Simplified


Easy Windows 95


Dummies 101: Windows 95


Windows 95 for Dummies



Windows NT


Dummies 101: Windows NT



Windows 98


Windows 98 Unleashed


More Windows 98 for Dummies


Windows 98 for Dummies



Windows ME

How to Use Microsoft Windows ME Visually in Full Color


Windows ME Simplified


More Windows ME for Dummies


Windows ME for Dummies



Windows 2000 Server


Windows 2000 Server for Dummies



Windows XP


Windows XP for Dummies



UNIX

Unix in a Nutshell


Absolute Beginner’s Guide to UNIX



LINUX


Debian GNU/Linux for Dummies


MAC OS


Mac OS 8.5 Bible



Web Browser Books

Official Netscape Communicator 4 Book

Official Netscape Navigator 2.0 Book



HTML & Web Page Design

HTML in Plain English

HTML Complete

Web Style Guide

HTML Sourcebook

Teach Yourself Web Publishing with HTML

HTML for Dummies

HTML 4 for Dummies



Evaluation by Category

Note: The (-) sign means that it is recommended that the book be weeded from the library’s collection.



Computer Dictionaries

Title(s):

Illustrated Computer Dictionary for Dummies

The one computer dictionary that is owned by the library is from the popular Dummies series. For those users that are looking for clear non-technical definitions, this is a good book. A newer edition would be desirable as new terms have appeared over the last five years. In dealing with a limited budget it seems as though this material should be kept at this time.



General Computer Books

Title(s):

Computers Simplified

Personal Computers for the Computer Illiterate (-)

The Road Ahead

Using Computers in Business (-)

In this group, there are some easy choices in the books that should be kept and those that should be weeded from the collection. The first title Computers Simplified is a good book for new computer users that wish to know some background information about them. It provides many pictures (it is part of the visual series). This provides a better format than books that are text heavy. 

Personal Computers for the Computer Illiterate was a good book for its time, but it contains dated material that is not useful for patrons. Therefore, the recommendation for this book is to weed it from the collection. 

The Road Ahead is a book from Bill Gates. Considering Gates is a key figure in the world of computers, it is reasonable to recommend that this book should be kept in the collection even though the book has been checked out once in the last year.

Using Computers for Business is an old material. The book was published in 1989; therefore, it is 14 years old. The book has not been checked out for over four years. It is clear that it has past its usefulness. The information is outdated, and it should be weeded from the library’s collection. 




General PC Books

Title(s):

Easy PCs

PCs for Dummies


This pair of books is difficult to decide what to do with. Easy PCs is dated, but it has been used three times in the last year. Considering that families sometimes pass along older machines to other family members, a book of this type would be useful and it is also out of print, so the book would not be readily purchased at a book store. Therefore, the book should be kept. 


PC’s for Dummies is a newer book and it has been used several times. It is clear that it should be kept in the collection. This is only 2 years old, so it is fairly new in this library’s collection. It seems that this book is sufficient for this area. 



General Macintosh Books

Title(s):

Macs for Dummies (-)

Easy Macintosh (-)

The Little Mac Book (-)

The Little IMAC Book

Making Movies, Photos, Music & DVDs on Your Mac


This is an interesting section to analyze. Apple computers, known as Macs or Imacs, are part of the computer world. The question is how much. The answer for this question is important in deciding how much of the collection should be devoted to this type of computer. One method is to examine is the amount of checkouts that the current materials have. Another method is to look at the current materials to see how up-to-date they are. Three of the five books are older than nine years. None of these have been checked out in the last year. In addition, these materials have not been checked out much in past years. They cover older machines that are obsolete at this time. While it is possible that people may find older computers at flea markets or other sales, it is more unlikely to find Macintosh computers as opposed to old PCs. Therefore, it is recommended that Macs for Dummies, Easy Macintosh, and The Little Mac Book be discarded from the library’s collection. 


At this time, The Little IMAC Book is the only basic book about IMACs, so the recommendation would be to keep the material for now. The fifth book that the library has is Making Movies, Photos, Music & DVDs on Your Mac, which is a new book for the library. The book has not been checked out to this point. The book is new, so the books will be kept. However, it begs the question about the need for Macintosh materials. Perhaps the collection could use a good basic book about the new IMACs.




Networking 

Title(s):

Sams Teach Yourself Networking in 24 Hours

Introduction to Networking


Networking is an important part of the computer world these days. Home networking is very popular for families that have more than one computer in the home. Parents have a computer and their children have a computer or computers, which they like to have connected in order to share Internet connections or files between the machines. With that in mind, this section of the computer books in a library would be important to have a strong collection. Therefore, the book in the current collection, Sams Teach Yourself Networking in 24 Hours, would definitely be kept. It is also recommended that the library look for another book in this area. 


The other book in this category Introduction to Networking appears to be for a little different audience. It discusses the concepts of networking and includes information about UNIX, which is geared more for business rather than the home user. It is 10 years old, so some of the information may not be very relevant, but it does provide some basic information that is still useable. It has been used this year, so it should be kept in the collection, at least for now.



Peripheral Books

Title(s):

Modems for Dummies

The Dummies series is very a popular series of books that anyone walking in a library or bookstore would see. For that fact, it seems reasonable to keep this book because it is recognizable. However, this book is dated. In computing today, there are dial up modems, cable modems, and DSL modems. Modems for Dummies, which is part of the library’s collection, has three paragraphs written about cable modems and nothing written about DSL modems. The book has been checked out twenty times, which is a fair number. However, it is not certain that a book is readily available to replace this book, so it should be kept in the collection for now.




Internet Books

Title(s):

Free Net Canadian Online Access

Canadian Internet Users Handbook

NSPL Internet Handbook

America Online for Dummies, 3rd ed. (-) and 7th ed.
Ask Mr. Modem: Hundreds of Computer & Internet Answers

Mr. Modem’s Internet Guide for Seniors

Official Sympatico Guide to the Internet

The Internet

Internet Yellow Pages

Using the Web for Social Research


It would be an understatement to say the Internet is popular in the world of computers, for it seems as though computers are the only thing that people think about these days. That being said, it is an important aspect that must be covered well in a library’s collection. Up to this point in analysis of the collection, the books have been materials that could be found in any public library in the United States. This section provides some materials that are written for Canadians. The titles include Canadian Internet Users Handbook, Official Sympatico Guide to the Internet, Free Net Canadian Online Access, and NSPL Internet Handbook. Library patrons use the first two books. Therefore, they should be kept in the collection. Perhaps new editions should be sought. The third book should be replaced with a newer edition is possible. The fourth book is a material that is provided by the provincial library. Therefore, it is reasonable to think that the book needs to be kept even though it is not used by patrons. The book is not professional looking, it is in a loose-leaf binder. Additionally, it is reasonable to look for an updated manual. 


The library has two editions of America Online for Dummies. In addition to the books being from the popular Dummies series, the books are about the most popular Internet Provider (IP). In this case, it seems reasonable to think that the 3rd edition could be weeded and the 7th edition could be kept in the collection. The 3rd edition would cover versions that are no longer supported by America Online. 


When it comes to the Internet, patrons have many questions that they need answered. Perhaps, they are shy in asking these questions thinking that they are dumb or something similar. For this situation, the library has two books for patrons to consider. The first book is called The Internet. This book is a generic book, which provides information about what the Internet is and how it started. It has been checked out three times in the last year, which shows it is used. The second book is from “Mr. Modem”. This book provides answers to many questions about computers and the Internet. It is also well used for this library. For these reasons, both books should be kept in the collection. 


Glace Bay is a town that has many people that would be considered seniors. In this age of computers, it is important to have materials that are written for this group. The library has a book from Mr. Modem that is for this group. It is very well used (9 times in the past year). Therefore, the book should be kept. In fact, a second book on this topic should be pursued for the collection. 


The Internet Yellow Pages is written somewhat like the yellow pages of a phone book. The book has been checked out four times this year, which shows that patrons like this type of source. In this case, it appears reasonable to look for a newer edition and weed the old one. However, after searching for an updated version of this book, none were found in Canada that were that much newer (1998 was the newest).  


Using the Web for Social Research is a book that is helpful for students in doing research in this important area of academics. The book is a bit dated, but it has been checked out this year. It is also the only book of this kind in the library’s collection. Therefore, the book should be kept by the library.



C++ Programming

Title(s):

C++ Weekend Crash Course

Visual C++ 2 for Dummies


C++ is one of the high level programming languages that is still used today. C++ Weekend Crash Course is the only book that the library currently has in its collection. It looks like it has been well used. It is clear that the book should be kept in its collection. 


Visual C++ is a version of the language that was created by Microsoft. The language itself can be quite complex. Therefore, a book from the Dummies series would be useful in breaking down the information in a simplistic way. It has been well used by patrons. Therefore, it should be kept in the library’s collection.



Java Programming

Title(s):

Java in a Nutshell

The Java FAQ

Discover Java


Java programming is an important aspect of computers with regard to the Internet. The library has three books on this topic. Among the three books, the topic appears to be well covered, even if the materials are a few years old. The books have been checked out numerous times (even though they have not been used much this year). This shows that they were good purchases for the library. It seems reasonable to keep these three books in the collection. 




Microsoft Software Books


Microsoft products have become the standard in the world of computers, so it is important for the library to collect materials that explain these pieces of software. Note: the section is split up by the pieces of software that are produced by Microsoft.



Microsoft Word

Title(s):

Word 97 for Windows for Dummies

Word Made Easy (-)

Word 2000 in a Nutshell

Word 2002 for Dummies


Microsoft Word has become the standard word processor in the world of computers. For this reason, a library should have something that will help people learn how to use it. In this case, the library has four books for Microsoft Word. Word 97 for Windows for Dummies is for a version of Word that is still used by businesses and home users alike. This particular book has not been checked out this year, but it still seems useful at this time.


 Word 2000 in a Nutshell is a book for the version of Word that is still used by many computer users (one version behind the current one). It has been used a few times this year. It is a book that is for intermediate and advanced users. It is recommended that the book should be kept in the library’s collection.


Word 2002 for Dummies is a book for the latest version of Word available. This is a new book for the library. It has been checked out twice, which probably means that not many users have this version (I’m still using Office 2000 Professional). In any case, the book should be kept in the collection. 


The fourth book that the library has is Word Made Easy. This book is 15 years old, which means it is for a version of Word from many years ago. The book has not been checked out in over two years. Therefore, it would be a book to be weeded out of the collection.



Microsoft Excel

Title(s):

Excel 2000 for Windows for Dummies

Microsoft Excel 97 Simplified

Microsoft Excel 97

Teach Yourself Excel for Windows 95 (-)


Microsoft Excel is the spreadsheet that is a standard piece of software that is used by businesses and individuals. The library has four books about this piece of software. One of the titles is Teach Yourself Excel for Windows 95. This book is for an older version of the software. There have been three versions released since. It has not been used many times, and it has not been checked out this year. The recommendation for this title is to weed it from the collection.


Microsoft Excel 97 Simplified and Microsoft Excel 97 are books that are for a version that is two releases ago. Both books have been checked out twice this year. For this reason, it seems clear to keep both of the books in the collection.


Excel 2000 for Windows for Dummies is from the popular Dummies series. It is also for a version of Excel that is still used by many users. In fact, the book has been checked out five times this year. It is a fairly new book for this library. For these reasons, it is clear that the material should be kept in the library’s collection. 



Microsoft Access

Title(s):

Access 2000 for Dummies Quick Reference

Microsoft Access 97


Microsoft Access is a database program that is used by many users. It is a difficult program to learn, and it is definitely a nice choice when looking for good books to add to a collection. The current collection has two books about this piece of software. Microsoft Access 97 is a book that has been used four times this year. It is for a version that is two releases ago. However, it is clear that the book is used. Access 2000 for Dummies Quick Reference is another book that has been used five times this year. Therefore, it shows that patrons are using both versions. It is clear that the books should be kept in the collection. It also seems that another book should be added in this area of the collection.



Microsoft Office

Title(s):

Office 97 One Step at a Time

Running Microsoft Office 97 Standard and Professional

Office 2000 for Windows for Dummies

Office 2003 for Dummies


Microsoft Office is an integrated package of software that is marketed by Microsoft. The package comes in Standard and Professional versions. It is popular with businesses, home users, and students. The library has four books for this software. The first two books are for Office 97, which is two releases old. The first book Office 97 One Step at a Time is a basic book for learning how to use Microsoft Office. It has not been used this year, but has been used often in previous years. Therefore, at this time, the recommendation is to keep the book. 

The other book titled Running Microsoft Office 97 Standard and Professional is a book with more depth than the other title. It has been used this year. As a result, this book should remain as part of the library’s collection.

Office 2000 for Windows for Dummies is from the popular Dummies series. This is a version that many people are using because they can afford to upgrade to the latest version. It has been checked out four times this year, which is enough use to show that the book should be kept in the collection. 

Office 2003 for Dummies is a new book for this library. It has not been checked out yet. This software is very costly, and perhaps no one in the area has it, which would explain the lack of being checked out. It is also possible that it has not been seen in the new book section. In any case, the book will be kept with the collection.



Word Perfect Books

Title(s):

The Word Perfect Book (-)

Advanced Word Perfect Series 5 Edition (-)

Word Perfect Series 5 Edition: The Complete Reference (-)

Mastering Word Perfect 5.1 for DOS (-)

Word Perfect Training and User Guide Version 5.1

Word Perfect 6 Secrets (-)

Easy Word Perfect 6 for Windows (-)

Teach Yourself Corel Word Perfect 7 for Windows 95

Corel Word Perfect 8: The Official Guide

Mastering Word Perfect 8

Word Perfect Office 2000 for Linux Fast & Easy


For years, Word Perfect was the standard word processing program, before Microsoft became the dominant company it has. Currently the program is on Version 10. This means there have been several versions released for use. The library has books for several of these versions. Some of these books are over 10 years old. They cover versions starting with series 5. The Word Perfect Book, Advanced Word Perfect Series 5 Edition, Word Perfect Series 5 Edition: The Complete Reference, Mastering Word Perfect 5.1 for DOS, and Word Perfect Training and User Guide Version 5.1 are the books in question. The first four books have not been checked out for at least 6 years. This is a clear sign that the books should be weeded from the collection, as they have become obsolete. If the library wishes to keep a book for this version of Word Perfect, then Word Perfect Training and User Guide Version 5.1 is the book that should be kept. It has been checked out twice this year, so users like the book. Therefore, the recommendation is to keep the material. 


The library has two books about Word Perfect Version 6. Both of these books have not been used for at least two years. The books have been used in the past (at least 15 checkouts), so the library got some use of the materials. However, it appears that Word Perfect 6 Secrets and Easy Word Perfect 6 for Windows should be weeded from the collection. 


Teach Yourself Corel Word Perfect 7 for Windows 95 is the only book for this particular version of Word Perfect that is owned by the library. It has been checked out this year. Therefore, it is reasonable to keep the material for now, even though it is 4 versions behind. 


Mastering Word Perfect 8 and Corel Word Perfect 8: The Official Guide are the two books that the library has in its collection for this version of Word Perfect. The first book has not been checked out in over 2 years. However, the recommendation would be to keep this book. An addition recommendation is to change the cataloging for the book. Perhaps if it is catalogued in the same area as the other book, it might be checked out. Sometimes patrons will browse in an area, rather than look in the OPAC for materials. If the materials are shelved together, that may create more use. Because this book is for Word Perfect, two versions ago, it seems reasonable to try this tactic. As for the other book, it has been checked out five times in the last year, which shows it has been used. Therefore, it is clear the material should be kept. 


The final book in this category is Word Perfect Office 2000 for Linux Fast & Easy. This is a fairly new book for the library. It is an interesting choice, considering the library only has one book on the Linux operating system. The book should be kept in the library’s collection because it has been used. 



Adobe Software Books

Title(s):

Adobe Photoshop 6.0 Classroom in a Book


Adobe Photoshop 6.0 Classroom in a Book is a new book for the library. It is also about a popular software program that is common. It is reasonable to keep the material in the library’s collection. 



Operating System Books


The Operating System of a computer is very important to understand because it is the backbone that keeps the computer running, smoothly or not. There are a few common operating systems, which include DOS, Windows (in its various versions), Unix, Linux, and Mac OS. This section discusses the books about operating systems in the library’s collection.



DOS

Title(s):

DOS & Microcomputers


DOS is short for Disk Operating System. This was one of the first operating systems for home computers. The library has a book about this topic, DOS and Microcomputers. With all of the versions of Windows that are supposed to make computers easier to use for people, DOS is considered an operating system that is for “advanced users”. This book has surprisingly been checked out this year. Therefore, the recommendation is that it should be kept in the collection. 



Windows 3.1 & 3.11

Title(s):

Windows 3.1 Basics (-)

More Windows 3.1 Secrets

Windows 3.1 Secrets

More Windows for Dummies 

Windows 3.11 for Dummies (-)


Windows 3.1 is a version of Windows that was very popular for home users a few years ago. The books in this section are between 8 and 11 years old. Two of the books have not been checked out in over a year. Furthermore, Windows 3.11  for Dummies has only been checked out 11 times. Considering that this version of Windows is 4 versions behind, it is reasonable to weed this title from the collection. In addition, Windows 3.1 Basics appears to be another title to weed from the collection. 

The other three titles have been checked out this year. More Windows for Dummies is a title for beginners, and Windows 3.1 Secrets and More Windows for Dummies are titles that are for intermediate and advanced users. It is recommended that the three books be kept in the library’s collection, in order to keep materials for this version of Windows. It makes sense to keep these titles because they have been checked out more recently.



Windows 95

Title(s):

Windows 95 for Dummies Quick Reference

Windows 95 Secrets

Windows 95 Simplified

Easy Windows 95

Dummies 101: Windows 95

Windows 95 for Dummies


Considering Windows 95 is three versions behind the current one, it is interesting that all six of the library’s books have been checked out this year. For this reason, all six of the titles will be keep in the collection. It is reasonable to keep them because they are being used.




Windows NT

Title(s):

Dummies 101: Windows NT


Dummies 101: Windows NT is for a professional version of Windows that is two versions behind the current one. However, in the interest of maintaining a diverse collection, it is recommended that the library keep this book because it is the only book that covers this version of Windows. Although it has not been checked out this year, it has been checked out over 20 times in the past. 



Windows 98

Title(s):

Windows 98 Unleashed

More Windows 98 for Dummies

Windows 98 for Dummies


In this area, Windows 98 is still very popular for people to use. The library has three books for this version of the Windows Operating System. Among the three books, they have been checked out at least 9 times each in the last year. It is obvious that the three books should be kept in the library’s collection.



Windows ME

Title(s):

How to Use Microsoft Windows ME Visually in Full Color

Windows ME Simplified

More Windows ME for Dummies

Windows ME for Dummies


Windows ME is one version behind the current version of Windows. All four of these books are still useful as people still use this version of Windows. The books are not quite as popular as the Windows 98 books. However, it is clear that they are used. Therefore, it is recommended that they be kept in the library’s collection.



Windows 2000 Server

Title(s):

Windows 2000 Server for Dummies


Windows 2000 Server is one version behind the current version. This is an operating system that would be used by businesses. It is clearly used because it has been checked out five times this year. Therefore, the book should be kept in the collection of the library.



Windows XP

Title(s):

Windows XP for Dummies


Windows XP is the latest version of the Windows operating system. This book is currently checked out, so it is not possible to view it. However, it is clear that it should be kept.



Unix

Title(s):

Unix in a Nutshell

Absolute Beginner’s Guide to Unix


Unix is an operating system that was developed by Bell Labs. It has been said to be the “father” or “brother” of Linux. It is a popular operating system that is stable and very good for networking. The library has two books on the topic. Unix in a Nutshell is the newer of the two books. It has been checked out four times this year. Therefore, it is reasonable to keep this book. The other book, Absolute Beginner’s Guide to Unix, is a bit dated and has not been checked out in over a year. The fact that it is a book at the level of a beginner, is a reason to keep the book in the collection for now. 



Linux

Title(s):

Debian GNU/Linux for Dummies


Linux is a “hot” operating system that is taking a bite out of Microsoft. It is more user friendly than Unix, requires fewer resources than Windows, and is more stable as well. The library has one book in its collection. It has not been used very much, but it perhaps is for a version of Linux that is not used much in this area. It is recommended that the book should be kept, with a further recommendation that a book for another version of Linux be added to the collection. 



MAC OS

Title(s):

Mac OS 8.5 Bible


Mac OS 8.5 Bible is the only book about the Mac OS in the library’s collection. There have been two versions of the Mac OS since. The book has been used three times this year, so it should be kept. It also seems that a book for the newest version of the Mac OS should be added to the collection. 




Web Browser Books

Title(s):

Official Netscape Communicator 4 Book (-)

Official Netscape Navigator 2.0 Book (-)


The library has two books that are about web browsers. These are both for older versions of Netscape. One is for version 2.0 and the other is for 4. They are currently on Netscape 7. It is interesting to note that some software will only work with older versions of web browsers. In order to use the Pipeline software, Netscape 4.78 needed to be downloaded (a few versions ago). In other words, older browsers can be useful, but it is reasonable to think that these two books need to be weeded from the collection. They have each been checked out once this year, but that could be because the library does not have a book for a newer version. It is recommended that this area should be updated, and that the two current books be weeded from the collection. 



HTML & Web Page Design

Title(s):

HTML in Plain English

HTML Complete

Web Style Guide

HTML Sourcebook (-)

Teach Yourself Web Publishing with HTML

HTML for Dummies (-)

HTML 4 for Dummies


Currently people that use HTML are normally using HTML 4.0. The HTML Sourcebook is based on version 3.0. It has been checked out once, but in this case, the information is dated. Therefore, the book should be weeded from the collection. In addition, HTML for Dummies should be discarded because it covers older versions of HTML.


HTML in Plain English and HTML Complete are well written materials on the subject and should be kept in the collection for this reason, as well as the fact that they have been checked out this year. Teach Yourself Web Publishing with HTML is another book in this area that should be kept because it contains viable information for users. It has also been used this year. 


HTML 4 for Dummies is another book that the library has for patrons learning this language. It has been well used. It is very clear that the library should keep this book in the collection. 


The final book in this category is Web Style Guide, which is published by Yale University Press. It is a nice general book about the style of web pages. It has been used a few times. The recommendation is that it should be kept at this time. However, it may be one to watch for weeding in the future. With low use, perhaps it shows that another type of material would serve patrons better. 




Summary of Weeded Materials


It seems reasonable at this point to summarize the books that are to be discarded from the collection. The list of materials is the following:

Personal Computers for the Computer Illiterate 

Using Computers in Business 

Macs for Dummies

Easy Macintosh 

The Little Mac Book

America Online for Dummies, 3rd ed. 
Word Made Easy 

Teach Yourself Excel for Windows 95 

The Word Perfect Book 

Advanced Word Perfect Series 5 Edition 

Word Perfect Series 5 Edition: The Complete Reference 

Mastering Word Perfect 5.1 for DOS 

Word Perfect 6 Secrets 

Easy Word Perfect 6 for Windows 

Windows 3.1 Basics

Windows 3.11 for Dummies 

Official Netscape Communicator 4 Book 

Official Netscape Navigator 2.0 Book 

HTML Sourcebook

HTML for Dummies



Perceived Holes in the Library’s Collection


Overall, the library has done a decent job of collecting materials with a very limited budget for a small library. There are materials for operating systems, popular programs, Internet, programming, and basic computer materials. The gaps in the collection are for the latest versions of some software and some of the latest languages used for creating web pages. A list of possible categories is as follows:

A book about Java Script (this is different than Java)

A book about Mac OS X

A book about Front Page

A book about Internet Explorer

A book about MP3s

A book about digital video, pictures, web cams, etc.

A book about another version Linux

A book on Office XP

A book about Microsoft PowerPoint

A book about eBay

A book about the iPod

An additional book about networking

A book about PDAs


These are only suggestions at this point. In other words, no sources have been consulted to see available materials for these topics. 



Sources to Consult


A literature search was done in Library Literature to see if any articles were written discussing new computer materials available for purchase. Three articles were found that provide lists (some with very brief descriptions of the materials). Two of them are from Publishers Weekly. One is for computer books for this Fall (2003). The other is from Spring (2003). The third article is from Library Journal for books from 2001/2002. These articles provide a good starting place for looking for materials to add to the library’s collection. Amazon.com, bn.com, and Powells.com have reviews to view. Other sources that will be used are Amazon.ca and Chapters.ca. These are sites that provide materials in Canada with prices listed in Canadian Dollars. This is important because the library is located in Canada, so they must be able to order the materials here. The library consortium’s OPAC will also be used to determine what other local libraries have. This is another factor in collecting materials with a limited budget. It will also be useful to consult a few of the computer book publishers to see what information is available.



Methods for Decision Making


In considering materials for the Glace Bay Library, there were several factors considered. One of these factors is the socio-economic status of the area. This area of Nova Scotia is one that is struggling to maintain itself. Many people are unemployed and those that are employed are working for low wages. In other words, they can not afford software programs that are expensive, perhaps nothing more than comes with a computer. Some may not even be able to afford a computer. The library has computers for Internet access for those that can not afford it. It is also clear with the existing collection that the librarians have collected for beginners to intermediate users in general.


Another factor in collecting materials is the lack of money to purchase new books. Therefore, a librarian must be very careful in choosing materials. It would be difficult to justify books that would receive little use. In other words, if people expect to see Dummies books, then the librarian would have a responsibility to collect these materials rather than collect something else.



Books Chosen to Add


After looking through various sources and thinking about the various topics about computers that are currently used, the following list is recommended for adding to the current library collection. The list provides the Author, Title, Publisher, ISBN, Year, and Price in Canadian Dollars. In addition, the list will provide justification for the purchase of these materials. 

1.

Author: Steinberg, Gene

Title: SAMS Teach Yourself the iMac in 24 Hours

Publisher: SAMS

ISBN: 0672324202

Year: 2002

Retail Price (CDN): $38.99

Discount Price (CDN): $27.29

Publisher Comments

The is some brief comments about the book from the Powell’s Books site at www.powells.com:

Publisher Comments: 
This hands-on, step-by-step guide leads readers through the most frequently asked real-world questions about the iMac-whether on setting up the machine, learning the basics of the operating system, using its applications, or getting on the Internet. 

The book also instructs the reader on e-mail, iMovie, iDVD, iTunes, iPhoto, as well as many other software basics. 

This edition of the book has been thoroughly rewritten and updated so that it assumes the reader is using a new flat-panel iMac, with Mac OS X installed. 



Web Review

A nice review of the material can be viewed at the following web site: http://reviews.macnn.com/reviews/imacin24/imacin24.shtml. It provides information about the sections in the book as well as the layout of the lessons in the book. It is praised by an iMac user as being the best book available for beginners and users upgrading from older Macs. 



Own Review


One series that has become popular with patrons is SAMS Teach Yourself…in 24 Hours series. It appears that this is the case because there is the perception that something can be learned quickly, in this case 24 hours. This book provides quick learning for the iMac computers. There are 24 lessons for learning the iMac. The book covers the new flat screen iMacs with OS X installed. Information includes topics such as e-mail, iTunes, iDVD, and connectivity to the Internet. The book is laid out in lessons for the beginner, which will fit into the current library collection very nicely. In addition, the book will replace some of the old Macintosh books in the collection. 



2.

Author: Gilgen, Read
Title: Absolute Beginners Guide to Microsoft Office PowerPoint 2003
Publisher: Que

ISBN: 0789729695
Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $28.99

Discount Price (CDN): $28.99
Publisher Information (no reviews were available at this time):


This book looks like an excellent book for patrons desiring to learn this piece of Microsoft software. Sample chapters and the table of contents may be viewed at the following web site address: 

http://www.quepublishing.com/isapi/product_id~{11CB10C9-E0B5-4651-994D-6F2B723B01D3}/selectDescTypeId~RELATED_TOPICS/st~{4257FC26-3725-4019-91BF-0C02DD574457}/session_id~{CCEB83E8-7976-411E-A8D2-9F01491C7E34}/catalog/product.asp


Own Review


The Absolute Beginners series is another popular series of books that are available in the market today. One of the reasons that this book should be added to the collection is that the library does not have a book about PowerPoint. Considering this is one of the important and popular programs that is used by computer users, it is clear that a book should be added to the collection. 


This particular book covers many topics about PowerPoint in an organized manner. The first section explains what PowerPoint is, provides the basics of a slide, as well as the basics of what will be seen on the screen. The second section explains a slide show including but not limited to the content, outlining, clip art, tables, and charts. The third section provides information about adding animation and action buttons to presentations. The fourth section includes information about manipulating the order of slides and preparation for presentation of a slide show [in a meeting]. The fifth section provides information about printing a presentation and displaying presentations on the web. The sixth section provides information that is “beyond the basics”. This part is for users that wish to learn a bit more about PowerPoint including multimedia and customization of the program. Additionally, the book includes an index and additional resources for users.


It appears that the book is thorough in covering PowerPoint, while providing the information in a simplistic style for users. This type of material fits the current library collection. With the price under $30, it is a bargain with the prices of materials in Canada (they are about 50% more than books in the U.S.). Therefore, it is recommended for addition to the library’s collection.



3.
Author: Briere, Danny
Title: Wireless Home Networking for Dummies
Publisher: IDG Books

ISBN: 0764539108
Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $32.99

Discount Price (CDN): $23.09
Published Review

From the Barnes and Noble web site:

The Barnes & Noble Review
Why do you want a wireless network? To share files, printers, and broadband Internet connections without tripping over wires? To set up a housewide music (or maybe even video) server? For multiplayer gaming? Or maybe you want to run a “home cam” that’ll always show you what’s going on downstairs? 

Whatever the reason, wireless networks are now practical for just about everyone. But they’re not yet idiot-proof. It’s still possible to buy the wrong stuff, and/or fail to get it working right, and/or transmit your data where it oughtn’t go. Do it right the first time, without getting deluged in jargon or technotrivia. Read Wireless Home Networking for Dummies. 

Chapters 1 and 2 gives you the lay of the land (or should we say, air). You’ll first take a high-level look at what you’ll be able to do with your wireless network. Once you’re salivating, the authors compare the pros and cons of wireless (no holes to drill) vs. wired (never conflicts with your microwave oven) networks. 

The authors also tell you all you need to know about the multiple 802.11 standards out there (not much, but something). You’ll learn what components you’ll need to buy -- access points, and the right wireless cards, including options that don’t require you to pop the top on your PC. 

There’s a full chapter on planning and budgeting your wireless network. Next, you’ll find detailed guidance on choosing the right equipment -- including key questions you might not have considered. 

Is that access point wall-mountable? Should you shop for an all-in-one wireless router, switch, and gateway? Do you need port forwarding? Is it worth buying one of those new wireless devices that’s also a print server? Could you upgrade your antenna if you needed to? Does your access point come with the new Wi-Fi Protected Access (WPA) or the older, less secure WEP? Do you need “VPN passthrough” to connect to your office’s corporate network? Oh, and don’t forget the old standby: what’s the warranty and return policy? 

Part III walks you through setting up your network once you’ve brought all the hardware home. You’ll install and configure your access points and network adapters, set up Internet sharing, and walk through securing your wireless LAN (an absolute must: out of the box, it’s woefully insecure). There’s also a full chapter on setting up a wireless Mac network. 

Once you’ve done all that, you’ll put your wireless network to work. You’ll find detailed coverage of setting up gaming over your wireless home network (including coverage of networking your PlayStation II, Xbox, or GameCube). You’ll walk through networking your home entertainment center (one network, media everywhere). Next, the authors show you what else you can “plug into” your wireless network right now (ranging from cameras to cars). 

There’s a full chapter on short-range Bluetooth wireless networking, and another chapter on going wireless in whatever airports, Starbucks, et cetera, you happen to frequent. If that’s not enough, the authors preview tomorrow’s Wi-Fi-enabled devices (dog collars, clothes, wireless exercise gear). The future is coming faster than you think. And it won’t have wires attached. Bill Camarda 

Bill Camarda is a consultant, writer, and web/multimedia content developer. His 15 books include Special Edition Using Word 2000 and Upgrading & Fixing Networks for Dummies, Second Edition.


Own Review


Home networking is very popular in the world of computers today. The library currently has a book on this topic. However, Wireless Networking is a newer type of networking that is becoming popular with home users. For this reason, a book for this new topic was sought. Wireless Home Networking for Dummies appears to fit this need. 


The book is organized in four parts. The first part discusses fundamentals of Wireless Networking. The second section is about planning a Wireless Network. The third section is about installing a Wireless Network. The fourth section is about using a Wireless Network.


The book covers networking for PCs and Macs. It also discusses the different types of Wireless Networks. In addition, there is a chapter on sharing an Internet connection. It also discusses setting up an entertainment center, which is something of interest to home users. 


The book provides a chapter about troubleshooting, which is very necessary for this topic. It provides a list of devices that can be connected to such networks. It also provides sources for further information and an index.


In reviewing a sample chapter for this book (the first chapter), it appears to be written in short paragraphs and provides information in a simplistic view. There are diagrams included when they are useful for explaining a point. Sections are clearing spaced and points include checkmarks, so the reader can clearly understand where one point stops and the next one begins. It also appears to provide many terms with definitions in a concise manner. For a topic that can be very confusing as wireless networking can be, it is very important to have such a book. 


Clearly, this is a book that should be added to the library’s collection. It covers a topic that the library does not have. It is part of the popular Dummies series. It is also, a book for the beginner/intermediate user, which fits the scope of the current collection. 



4.

Author: Crowe, Elizabeth Powell
Title: Genealogy Online, 6th ed.
Publisher: Osborne/McGraw-Hill
ISBN: 0072229780
Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $37.95

Discount Price (CDN): $26.56
Bookseller Review 

From the Amazon.com web site:

Amazon.com
Genealogy Online presents a lot of information, much (but not all) of it having to do with finding facts about family lineage on the Internet. Mostly, this is a directory of big genealogy Web sites, newsgroups, mailing lists, and commercial services. It's also an introduction to Web communities and the tools you need to participate in them. These are the things you'll need to understand in order to extract and contribute information about your heritage as part of the Internet community. 

Elizabeth Powell Crowe covers RootsWeb, the ROOTS-L mailing list, AfriGeneas, and the remarkable online genealogy resources maintained by the Mormon Church. She also pays attention to the Golden Gate forum on America Online and some of CompuServe's genealogy forums. There's some coverage of standalone family-history software like Family Tree Maker and some useful information about genealogical concepts like Ahnentafels numbers. 

Genealogy Online would be better if it included more information about obscure Internet resources sites having to do with particular families or small ethnic groups. There are enough of these to make an annotated directory worthwhile. The author also could dispense with most of the general Internet how-to information, which occupies a lot of this book. --David Wall 


Librarian Review


One of the libraries in the Cape Breton Regional Library System has an older edition of this book. An updated one seems to be in order. The book includes sections about using chat and e-mail, software used for genealogy, and the best web sites for helping with research. In addition, the following is a book review from www.booksmatter.com (apparently copied from Library Journal November 1, 2003, p68):

Review
Much has changed in the world of electronic genealogy since the last edition of Crowe's guide to genealogy in 2001, and this new edition aptly reflects that change. While still addressing the basics of beginning a genealogical project, selecting software, and connecting to the Internet, the book now includes robust discussions of online etiquette, spam and scams, and privacy and copyright. Readers will also find an informative chapter on genealogy education programs and courses, both online and offline. And since communicating with relatives and fellow genealogists is one of the driving forces behind the sea of researchers online, Crowe provides instructions for using chat, mailing lists, electronic newsletters, and newsgroups. The author then turns to the meat of the book, actual online resources, by highlighting major sites like the Library of Congress, the National Archives and Records Administration, FamilySearch, Rootsweb, and MyFamily.com. She also devotes a very enlightening chapter to Ellis Island Online, the electronic database of people entering the United States through the port of New York from 1892 through 1924. Crowe speaks to the benefits of accessing online library catalogs from home-an extremely useful tool when preparing for a research trip-and the chapter titled "Around the Web in 80 (or so) Sites" lists web sites worth noting. The National Genealogical Society's Genealogical Standards, a description of the forms of electronic genealogical data, a glossary of online-related terms, and a list of emoticons conclude the book. With its updated information, current topic discussions, and concise instructions for online searching, Crowe's book remains an important how-to manual for genealogists. Recommended for both public and genealogical libraries.-Elaine M. Kuhn, Allen Cty. P.L., Ft. Wayne, IN Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information.



Own Review


Today’s computer users are doing many things that were previously done on paper. One of these things is genealogy. Family trees and research about families is something that many people do as a hobby. The Internet has provided a new avenue for people to make contacts and find records of all types. Genealogy Online is in its 6th edition, which shows the ever changing information about this topic. In light of this information, it is reasonable to add this book to the collection, for it appears that it would be useful for patrons. 


5.

Author: Broida, Rick
Title: How to do Everything with Your MP3 and Digital Music
Publisher: Osborne/McGraw-Hill
ISBN: 0072194138
Year: 2001

Retail Price (CDN): $37.95

Discount Price (CDN): $26.56
Editorial Review

From Amazon.com

Editorial Reviews

From the Back Cover
Bring your favorite music with you wherever you go. Whether it's from your personal music collection or the Internet, convert music to a digital format that you can enjoy on a PC or a portable MP3 player. Utilize various music file formats--including WAV, WMA, and MP3. Learn to use graphic equalizers, minimize unwanted noise through editing, and make other tweaks to your songs. Properly amplify analog source material, discover sound-enhancing plug-ins for Winamp--even find the right pair of speakers or headphones. For Mac and PC users alike, How to Do Everything with MP3 and Digital Music will help deepen anyone's appreciation of music. 

· Choose the best jukebox software for your computer 

· Exchange MP3 files and discover new music 

· Quickly create multiple musical compilations 

· Get exclusive advice on promoting your music from independent artists Kristin Hersh, Peter Himmelman, and others 

· Select an MP3 player, transfer songs across formats, and use memory cards 

· Discover legal file-sharing services 

· Learn to use MP3, Windows Media Audio, and WAV files 

· Connect a PC to analog audio gear, and ensure a high-quality signal 

· Store up to 200 CDs on a player the size of a deck of cards 

· Optimize the dynamic range of your songs with audio editing software 


Book Description
A hot new release in the extremely popular How to Do Everything series, this friendly, solutions-oriented book is filled with step-by-step details on how to create, download, upload, play--and even remaster--MP3 and digital music files. You'll also get a completely up-to-date survey of peer-to-peer file sharing services like Napster, Aimster, Gnutella, and others, and details on all the latest and best MP3 players, both desktop and portable.



Own Review


MP3s are extremely popular. Manufacturers are creating new players that will play CDs that have MP3s on them rather than just regular CDs. This includes boom boxes, DVD Players, and other gadgets. Some people use these things daily, while others do not know what an MP3 is. The library’s current collection has one book that covers this kind of material, but it is specifically for the iMac. Therefore, a general book or one for PCs should be added to the collection. 


How to Do Everything with Your MP3 and Digital Music is the type of book needed for the collection, for it is a general book about the topic. In other words, it covers cross platform use (PC and MAC). It is organized in four parts plus four appendices. The first part is the basics of what an MP3 is. The second part is about playing digital music, which includes finding music online and Internet radio. The third part discusses the creation of music files. The fourth part discusses sharing music online. 


The appendices provide much useful information. The first appendix provides a list of Internet radio stations. A second appendix provides web sites that have MP3s. The third appendix discusses storage space. The fourth appendix discusses memory cards. 


The book examines different file formats including Windows Media Files and WAV files**. It also provides information about legal file sharing services. This would be a good feature for those that have a desire to obey the law.


A sample chapter (Chapter 1) available from the publisher provides insight into part of the contents of the book. This chapter provides some basic information about MP3s including what they are and how to listen to them. The style provides short paragraphs with bulleted lists of information for readers. It appears slightly more complex than the Dummies books, but it is still a very useable resource for patrons.


The table of contents for this book may be viewed with the following link: http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbninquiry.asp?userid=3819BW696T&ean=9780072194135&displayonly=TOC#TOC. 

In conclusion, it is recommended that the library add this book to the collection based on popularity of digital music and the lack of this type of material in the collection. 


6.

Author: Blachman, Nancy

Title: How to Do Everything with Google

Publisher: Osborne/McGraw-Hill 

ISBN: 0072231742
Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $34.95

Discount Price (CDN): $24.46
Editorial Review

From Amazon.com

Editorial Reviews
From the Back Cover
Go beyond Google's deceptively plain interface to explore the many features of this powerful tool. The new user and the Web-savvy alike will benefit from the many simple and advanced tactics and strategies the authors share for finding information on the Web with Google. Save time with tips to narrow or broaden your Web searches, choose effective search terms, utilize Google search syntax, and understand your search results. Discover useful services such as Images, Answers, Groups, News, Google's bargain-finder Froogle, and much more. And along the way, get fun facts about the company and the people behind Google. 

· Find useful information more quickly 

· Locate phone numbers, maps, stock information, and get answers to mathematical calculations 

· Configure your Web browser to facilitate easier searching 

· Filter out sexually explicit content with SafeSearch 

· Discover an array of features such as the bargain-finder Froogle, Google News, and Google Images 

· Set preferences to specify a search and interface language, the number of search results shown per page, and more 

· Learn how the Google search engine works and how new features are created in Google labs 

· Use Google's search syntax to narrow your searches 

· Formulate questions that get the best results from researchers at Google Answers 

About the authors: 

Fritz Schneider is a software engineer at Google. He is co-author of JavaScript: The Complete Reference and holds an M.S. in Computer Science from the University of California at San Diego. 

Nancy Blachman gives workshops on searching with Google and wrote an online tutorial, Google Guide. She is an author, and holds an M.S. in Computer Science from Stanford University, where she has taught for eight years. 

Eric Fredricksen has been a software engineer at Google for more than three years. He holds an M.S. in Mathematics from Stanford University. 

Book Description
Get inside the massive search engine and learn how to make Google's enormous power work for you to find exactly what you need. Discover what librarians and researchers know and learn the best tactics and strategies for finding information on the web using Google search. Includes coverage of little-known Google features such as the bargain-searching Froogle, a news service, an image search service, and more. 



Own Review


Google is one of the most used search engines available on the web. It indexes billions of pages. Some users are adept at using the entire site. However, some users may like to know more about the services that Google provides. The book How to Do Everything with Google provides information for people to learn. The book covers the search engine, as well as the portion limited to images and the directory included on the site. There is also a portion for Google Groups and a portion for News. 


The book discusses the syntax used for the search engine, advanced searching, and tells how to set preferences for it as well. It also tells about the filtering features of Google. Additionally, the site provides a portion called Froggle, which is for shopping. 


Many users may only be familiar with the search engine portion of the site. Therefore, it is reasonable to think that a book of this type would be useful for patrons. Considering the collection is geared toward beginning users, it is recommended that the book be added to the library’s collection.



7.

Author: Negrino, Tom

Title: JavaScript for the World Wide Web: Visual Quickstart Guide

Publisher: Peachpit Press

ISBN: 0201735172

Year: 2001

Retail Price (CDN): $33.99

Discount Price (CDN): $23.79
Editorial Review

From Amazon.com

Editorial Reviews 


Amazon.com
When Peachpit Press released the debut edition of JavaScript for the World Wide Web: Visual QuickStart Guide, it immediately became one of the most useful tools for busy Web developers. Now in its fourth edition, this book has been improved, expanded, and more finely tuned. 

Written for Web coders who have at least some familiarity with HTML, the book doesn't necessarily require you to have knowledge of JavaScript programming or scripting. The presentation is illustrative and productive, and concepts are introduced via practical examples, explained briefly, presented in code, and then explained line by line. Using judicious screen shots and new code highlighted in red, the authors have made JavaScript for the World Wide Web quite intuitive. In this new edition, they point out features compatible with only certain Web browsers using new IE and Netscape icons. 

Along with its core content, the text includes an excellent genealogy of the various flavors of JavaScript, complete with an extensive object flowchart that is colorcoded by browser version. It also steps outside the base language with a chapter on visual development tools that use JavaScript, like Dreamweaver, GoLive, and Fireworks. 

There are tons of useful scripts in the book, and the publisher provides a companion Web site where you can get each script, as well as an interface for viewing the code in action. You can download all of the scripts in a single Zip file. This is simply a must-have guide to JavaScript. --Stephen W. Plain 

Topics covered: 

· Browser detection 

· Rollovers 

· Cycling banners 

· Frames 

· Windows 

· Form validations 

· Regular expressions 

· Date and time display 

· Event handling 

· Cookies 

· Cascading style sheets (CSS) 

· DHTML 

· User interface design 

· Bookmarklets 

· Visual development tools 

· Debugging 

· Genealogy and reference




From Library Journal
These are updates of titles that continue to sell; all are very visual and practical. 
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title. 


From Book News, Inc.
Discusses integration of the JavaScript programming language to add interactivity to web pages with scripts for such tasks as navigation, form validation, cookie management, frame creation, and event handling. The fourth edition expands explanations of HTML in the sidebars.Book News, Inc.®, Portland, OR 


Book Info
Special revised and expanded edition of this text on JavaScript for the Internet, offering a visually-oriented tutorial in JavaScript, what it can do, and how to use it. Highlights important code samples in bold color, and provides convenient thumbtabs for easy referencing. Also provides a companion Web site with additional free materials. Softcover. 


From the Publisher
This revamped edition provides an easy bridge for HTML users who are ready to tackle JavaScript. The book is aimed at the large group of less technical Web authors who know HTML but know nothing about programming. Web designers will learn how to use JavaScript the quick and easy way with pictures rather than lengthy explanations. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title. 


Back Cover Copy
JavaScript for the World Wide Web, 4th Edition: Visual QuickStart Guide is the book for people who are familiar with HTML and are ready to move up to the next level to make their sites more dynamic and exciting. With an easy, step-by-step approach and loads of useful illustrations, readers learn to use JavaScript to liven up their pages with dynamic images and smart forms. They'll learn to control browsers; detect which browser or plug-ins the user has and respond appropriately; use JavaScript to create and manipulate windows, and smoothly integrate HTML, JavaScript, and Java in a site. 

This edition is fully updated to reflect the latest changes in browsers and standards. It covers new topics such as events, Cascading Style Sheets, Bookmarklets, and working with visual tools such as GoLive, Dreamweaver, and Fireworks. 


About the Author
Tom Negrino is a best-selling book author and contributing editor to Macworld magazine. He is the co-author of two previous editions of this book. 

Dori Smith writes the JavaScript columns for Macworld and DevX, and is a contributing editor for MacTech. She is the co-author of the previous editions of this book, and author of Java for the World Wide Web: Visual QuickStart Guide. 

Book Description
JavaScript for the World Wide Web: Visual QuickStart Guide, Third Edition is the book for people who already know how to build Web pages with HTML, and are ready to take the next step in making their sites more interesting and exciting. With an easy, step-by-step approach and loads of useful illustrations, readers learn to use JavaScript to liven up their pages with dynamic images and smart forms. They'll learn to control browsers; detect which browser or plug-ins the user has and automatically take action; use JavaScript to create and manipulate windows, and much more. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.


Own Review


JavaScript can be very complicated for a beginner. This book appears to be a good choice for those wanting to learn this language used for creating actions within a web page. The book is organized in 17 chapters, four appendices, and an index. Each chapter provides a new concept of JavaScript. 


The book gives many examples of what to do with this language. The book is presented with instructions in steps. It appears to be written in clear language for someone new to web design. There is also a companion web site for the book. 


It includes information about the use of frames, windows, and error handling to name a few. The appendices provide information crucial to the language including one with the commands used by JavaScript. There is also information about further sources for help with the language. 


It is recommended that the library adds this book to the collection because it does not have a book on this topic. It is also a good source for the type of clientele for the library. 



8.

Author: Beekelaar, Ronald
Title: Firewalls for Dummies
Publisher: Hungry Minds
ISBN: 0764540483
Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $36.99

Discount Price (CDN): $25.89
Editorial Reviews

From Amazon.com

Editorial Reviews 


Amazon.com
With more and more small-office and home computers being left connected to the Internet at all times, the owners of those machines are being faced with problems that used to confront only big operations. The authors of Firewalls for Dummies spread the message: everyone with a cable modem, data satellite dish, or DSL connection needs a firewall now. Thankfully, though, these guys go beyond merely showing how to set up turnkey personal firewall products--too many Dummies books explain the obvious and the generally intuitive--and reveal how to set up the sorts of firewalls that protect sizable networks. By understanding these techniques, small operators can plan for growth and improve their level of protection. What's more, this book provides a serious explanation of corporate firewall products and techniques that's appropriate for people who build and maintain big systems. 

The authors generally steer away from showing how to configure specific firewall products, though a few of the biggies--Microsoft Internet Security and Acceleration Server, BlackICE, ZoneAlarm, and Check Point FireWall-1--get comparative overview coverage. Mostly, they favor more general firewall configuration strategies and techniques. These they explain with a lot of prose, a fair number of conceptual diagrams, and tables that sum up permission rules. This is a worthwhile read. --David Wall 

Topics covered: Firewalls and the ways they can be deployed to prevent unauthorized access to computers and networks without interfering with the protected users' ability to get out to the Internet. A summary of networking fundamentals as they apply to firewalls is followed by coverage of network address translation (NAT), demilitarized zones (DMZs) as created by multiple or even single computers, and filtering policies. 


Book Info
Guide written in plain English on how to guard your DSL and protect your personal information. Shows how to keep your network safe from viruses, saboteurs, eavesdroppers, and other bad guys. Softcover. --This text refers to the Paperback edition. 


Back Cover Copy
The fun and easy wayTM to setup the right firewall solution for your system! 

Protect yourself from hackers! 

Get savvy tips on using today's favorite firewall technologies 

Protect yourself now — whether you have a home office or run an enterprise network
Hackers. Script kiddies. Disgruntled employees. A lot of people out there may want to invade your system and kick up some trouble. Firewalls can help protect you. But how do you select and set up the right firewall solution? Relax! This friendly guide shows you step by step how to lock out the bad guys. 

  Choose from among 33 different subject categories 

  Get news you can use on everything from money to health to computers 


About the Author
Brian Komar is a leading computer security consultant and speaker. Ronald Beekelaar writes about computer security and provides security training. Joern Wettern is coauthor of Inside TCP/IP. 

Book Description
The fun and easy wayTM to setup the right firewall solution for your system! 

Protect yourself from hackers! 

Get savvy tips on using today's favorite firewall technologies 

Protect yourself now — whether you have a home office or run an enterprise network
Hackers. Script kiddies. Disgruntled employees. A lot of people out there may want to invade your system and kick up some trouble. Firewalls can help protect you. But how do you select and set up the right firewall solution? Relax! This friendly guide shows you step by step how to lock out the bad guys. 

  Choose from among 33 different subject categories 

  Get news you can use on everything from money to health to computers


More Comments from Powells.com

Publisher Comments: 
What an amazing world we live in! Almost anything you can imagine can be researched, compared, admired, studied, and in many cases, bought, with the click of a mouse. The Internet has changed our lives, putting a world of opportunity before us. Unfortunately, it has also put a world of opportunity into the hands of those whose motives are less than honorable. A firewall, a piece of software or hardware that erects a barrier between your computer and those who might like to invade it, is one solution. 

If you’ve been using the Internet for any length of time, you’ve probably received some unsavory and unsolicited e-mail. If you run a business, you may be worried about the security of your data and your customers’ privacy. At home, you want to protect your personal information from identity thieves and other shady characters. "Firewalls For Dummies® will give you the lowdown on firewalls, then guide you through choosing, installing, and configuring one for your personal or business network. 

"Firewalls For Dummies®   helps you understand what firewalls are, how they operate on different types of networks, what they can and can’ t do, and how to pick a good one (it’ s easier than identifying that perfect melon in the supermarket.) You’ ll find out about Developing security policies Establishing rules for simple protocols Detecting and responding to system intrusions Setting up firewalls for SOHO or personal use Creating demilitarized zones Using Windows or Linux as a firewall Configuring ZoneAlarm, BlackICE, and Norton personal firewalls Installing and using ISA server and FireWall-1 

With the handy tips and hints this book provides, you’ll find that firewalls are nothing to fear – that is, unless you’ re a cyber-crook! You’ll soon be able to keep your data safer, protect your family’ s privacy, and probably sleep better, too. 

Synopsis: 
A firewall is a system designed to prevent unauthorized access to a network. This book explains how firewalls work and why they are an important aspect of information security. The authors show readers how to evaluate their own systems to find the best options and they also cover the basics of working with firewalls, including developing policies, designing rules, and working with a variety of the most popular firewall products and options. 

Synopsis: 
Long the first line of defense in business network security, firewalls have now become an integral part of the home networking market as always-on home Internet connections have grown in popularity Authors go beyond just explaining how firewalls work and why they are important to information security; they discuss designing complex firewall configurations, developing policies, designing and implementing protocols, and implementing specific firewall products Discusses personal firewall products from the industry-leading low-end ZoneAlarm to the high-end CheckPoint firewall, making the evaluate their own systems to find the best options for their needs Includes added information on Linux firewalls, Cisco’ s PIX firewall, and ISA Server 


Own Review


Firewalls are an important part of Internet security. With all of the hackers out there, these are already important for home users to have on their computers. However, many people do not know what they are. This book explains what a firewall is, how important one is, and how to decide on the type of firewall needed. 


The book also includes web sites to find further information. As is the case with Dummies books, there are check marked lists of important points that the book is trying to emphasize. For these reasons, it seems that this would be a good addition for the library’s collection.



9.

Author: Calihan, Steve

Title: Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) By Example

Publisher: Que

ISBN: 0789726173
Year: 2001

Retail Price (CDN): $44.95

Discount Price (CDN): $44.95
Editorial Review

From Amazon.com

Editorial Reviews 


From the Back Cover
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) by Example allows you to learn the fundamentals of CSS by taking you through small, gradual steps. It provides examples using CSS in "real world" scenarios. Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) by Example follows a logical, linear teaching style that will ultimately have you using CSS to utilize more control over the appearance and styling of Web pages. 


About the Author
Steve Callihan is a freelance technical writer and has written several books on Web design. He has had articles published in major computer and Internet magazines and has extensive experience designing, writing, and producing hardware and software user guides. 


Book Description
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) by Example allows you to learn the fundamentals of CSS by taking you through small, gradual steps. It provides examples using CSS in "real world" scenarios. Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) by Example follows a logical, linear teaching style that will ultimately have you using CSS to utilize more control over the appearance and styling of Web pages. 


Web Review

A review for this material may be read at the following web address:

http://www.webmasterslibrary.com/reviews/books/content.jsp?cssbook


Own Review


Cascading Style Sheets are an important standard in creating web pages. Therefore, it is important that the library have a book on this topic. The book is organized in eight parts. It provides several chapters for the various topics of Cascading Style Sheets (CSS). 


The book provides numerous screen shots for readers to see what is being done with various commands. It is also written in brief sections to help with readability for a complex topic of this type. At the end of sections, the book briefly describes what was taught in the unit, as well as what is to come in the next section. 


This book is very thorough on the subject of CSS. It seems to be a good source of information for those that want to learn how to use CSS. The writing appears clear, although it is a bit more complex than a dummies book. It is perhaps written at an intermediate level. However, this does fall within the scope of the library’s current collection. Therefore, it is recommended that the material be added to the collection.



10.

Author: Johnson, Dave

Title: How to Do Everything with Your Palm Handheld
Publisher: Osborne/McGraw-Hill 

ISBN: 0072230827
Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $34.95

Discount Price (CDN): $24.46
Editorial Reviews

Editorial Reviews 


Amazon.com
This guide takes the approach that handheld computers based on the Palm operating system are so user-friendly and crash-proof that it's useless to spend a lot of time telling you how to get it to work. Rather, How to Do Everything with Your Palm Handheld is more of a taskmaster, leading you through such productivity tips as tracking expenses, planning trips, and using the Palm as a business productivity software suite. 

Though the book is weighted heavily toward the PalmPilot, it is targeted toward users of all devices based on the Palm OS, such as the IBM WorkPad, the Qualcomm pdQ, and the Handspring Visor, to which the authors devote an entire chapter. What Dave Johnson and Rick Broida do best is explain how to get the most out of those features you probably gave only a cursory glance to. 

Most users probably create to-do lists on their Palm handhelds, but how many of them import those lists into other applications, such as Microsoft Word and Excel? Both programs build tables based on to-do list data. Palm handhelds also come with an applet called Sun Compass, which could come in handy when you're on the road. 

Given that so many people use their PalmPilots as glorified address books, the tips Johnson and Broida supply are highly useful. How to Do Everything with Your Palm Handheld will show you how to make these popular devices the ultimate productivity tools. --John Frederick Moore 


Synopsis
This work offers both novice and experienced Palm users solutions, tools and troubleshooting techniques to get the most out of their handheld device. The different Palm OS models are covered and advice is given regarding wired and wireless connection issues, and third party software. 


Book Info
Gives full coverage of all Palm OS handheld devices, including the Palm VII handheld, the Handspring Visor, and Qualcomm pdQ smartphone. Gives instructions on how to use built-in and third-party applications and accessories and how to establish wired and wireless Internet connections. Softcover. 

From the Back Cover
Take advantage of everything your Palm handheld computer has to offer with help from this resourceful guide. Make your Palm handheld work the way you want it to, use built-in and third-party applications, keep track of your schedule, connect to the Internet, play games, and much more. You'll get full details on how to prepare your Palm handheld for a business trip, how to beam information to another Palm handheld, and even how to go wireless. This is the perfect companion for every Palm handheld user. 

Inside, learn to: 

Enter data using Graffiti power writing software, your desktop computer, or an optional keyboard. Master the HotSync technology process - learn to do local, wireless, remote, and network HotSyncs operations. Send and receive e-mail, browse the Web, send faxes, and receive pager messages. Play games such as text adventures, IR Battleship, Tiger Woods PGA Tour Golf, and SimCity. Pay your bills wirelessly using PayPal. Manage your expenses and synchronize the data with Microsoft Excel. Beam it up- communicate with other Palm hand-helds, pagers, cell phones, and your TV via the Ir port. Turn your Palm handheld into a portable office - edit Microsoft Word and Excel documents using Documents to Go, Quicksheet, and SmartDoc. Upgrade and troubleshoot your Palm handheld. 


Book Description
Get full coverage of all Palm OS handheld devices, including the Palm VII handheld, the Handspring Visor, and Qualcomm pdQ™ smartphone. This easy-to-follow guide explains how to use built-in and third-party applications and accessories, establish wired and wireless Internet connections, and much more. 



More from the Barnes and Noble web site

The Barnes & Noble Review
Palm, Handspring, Qualcomm pdQ smartphone, and beyond: How To Do Everything With Your Palm Handheld delivers 600 pages of soup-to-nuts coverage — and it's a blast to read. 

If you're just getting started with your Palm handheld, they'll walk you through setup, getting your PC or Mac ready, and getting information in and out, including beaming appointments, contacts, memos, tasks, and whole applications. There are detailed chapters on each Palm mini-app: date book, address book, to do list, memo pad, expense, and so forth. 

There's a full chapter on taking your Palm on the road. (It'll set off the metal detector at the airport, and don't forget to turn off appointment alarms that might turn it on at the start or end of your flight, when all electronic devices are supposed to be turned off.) You'll find detailed coverage of the Palm VII and its cool wireless features, a full chapter on the cool new Handspring Visor, and a full section on communications: wireless and landline modems, email, instant messaging, web browsing, faxing, and more. 

From Graffiti tips to money management, third-party software to troubleshooting, this book will make using your Palm an even more rewarding experience than it already is.



Own Review


PDA’s are an important part of computing in today’s world. Students have them, as well as doctors, teachers, librarians, etc. It would seem that a library should have a book about them in its collection. There are two types of operating systems for PDAs. The one that will be discussed here is Palm. 


The book How to Do Everything with Your Palm appears to provide a good resource for those that wish to learn about them. It is organized in three sections, which show the features of a Palm computer. This includes setup and basic functions of a PDA, such as a date book, address book, and other useful programs. 


In a sample chapter provided by the publisher, it provides a reader with an idea of the layout of the book. It provides clear information about the basics of PDAs in a readable style. It provides web sites for information about buying a Palm computer, as well as tips for what to look for. It also gives the author’s favorites. 


The book also discusses more advanced topics. An example is information about how a Palm computer can take the place of a PC. This shows that the book is for more than just beginners, while keeping it at a level for those that are just beginning to use Palm computer. Therefore, it is recommended that the library add the book to its collection. 



11.

Author: McPherson, Frank
Title: How To Do Everything With Your Pocket PC
Publisher: Osborne/McGraw-Hill
ISBN: 0072229799
Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $34.95

Discount Price (CDN): $24.46
Editorial Reviews

Editorial Reviews 


Book Info
Guide to using a PocketPC to manage personal information; enjoying games, music, books, and movies; and being more productive at work or play. Covers Microsoft Windows Mobile 2003. Previous edition: c2002. Softcover. 


From the Back Cover
Get the most out of your Pocket PC and all its features and capabilities with this easy-to-follow resource. You'll learn to personalize your portable device to suit both your style and a wide range of needs from business to pleasure. Use your Pocket PC to manage a wealth of information--from scheduling appointments and maintaining contact lists to tracking investments. Connect to the Internet, share data with other handheld devices, play music, download games, send messages, and stay on top of your e-mail wherever you go. This handy guide will show you how to be more productive and fully utilize all the functionality your Pocket PC has to offer. 

Inside, learn to: 

· Maximize all the features and productivity applications on your Windows-based PDA 

· Connect to the Internet--wirelessly--and browse your favorite Web sites 

· Create documents and crunch numbers using Pocket Word and Pocket Excel 

· Install and remove programs, and backup and restore data on your Pocket PC 

· Synchronize your Pocket PC with your desktop computer using the ActiveSync Partnership Wizard 

· Configure and monitor amount of space available to run programs and store files 

· View pictures, give presentations, and make calls 

· Customize Pocket PC settings and change the appearance to conform to your personal taste and needs 

· Use your Pocket PC to create databases and store and query data 

· Add peripherals to your Pocket PC to expand its functionality 

--This text refers to the Paperback edition. 


Book Description
This handy resource builds on the success of the first two editions by providing all-new tips and information regarding the upcoming Pocket PC release, in addition to in-depth, relevant coverage of the Windows CE Operating system. Learn details on using Pocket PC applications, wireless, making phone calls, plus playing games and MP3 files, and even using GPS connectivity!


Own Review


This book is for the other type of PDA, Pocket PC. This is the Windows based version for PDAs. The book is organized in four parts. The book provides information about getting started and getting the most out of the handheld computer. It even discusses other software to add to make it more useful.


It includes information about using the web with a Pocket PC, which is a very important component for this topic. This includes e-mail and browsing the web. Additionally, the Pocket PC can be used for music and movies, which are also popular. Another aspect of Pocket PCs is the use of flash or compact memory, which is also covered by the book. 


The book is quite similar to the Palm book. It appears to cover the various aspects of the topic, which makes the book desirable to readers. It is written in clear language, but it will provide a guide for users that are beyond a beginning level. Once again this fits the scope of the library’s collection. It is recommended that the book should be added to the existing collection. 



12.

Author: LeVitus, Bob

Title: Mac OS ""X ""Panther"" For Dummies

Publisher: IDG Books

ISBN: 0764541684

Year: 2003

Retail Price (CDN): $32.99

Discount Price (CDN): $23.09
Editorial Review:

From Amazon.com

Editorial Reviews
About the Author
Bob LeVitus, aka "Dr. Mac," has sold more than a million copies of his 39 computer books. He writes a column for the Houston Chronicle and has addressed over 200 seminars. 

Book Description
Set preferences, manage folders, and check out iTools 

Pounce on cool features like the all-new Finder, iChat videoconferencing, and more 

The doctor is in! Let "Dr. Mac" help you put Panther through its paces and see what a cool cat it really is. Discover how to customize your desktop, wander down the Dock, get online with new mail features, jump into iLife™, share your Mac, do all that Classic stuff, and make your Panther purr. 

The Dummies Way 

· Explanations in plain English 

· "Get in, get out" information 

· Icons and other navigational aids 

· Tear-out cheat sheet 

· Top ten lists 

· A dash of humor and fun

Discover how to: 

· Brush up on OS X basics 

· Find your way around the Dock 

· Open, resize, and move Finder windows 

· Use Open dialog boxes and Save sheets 

· Work with removable media



Own Review


The book is organized in six parts. It includes a part for getting started with OS X. It describes the basic features of the operating system. It also provides chapters for things to do with the OS, including use of the Internet and printing. There is also a chapter on networking. Additionally, there is a chapter on troubleshooting, which can be very important. 


The book includes an appendix for installing the OS if it is needed. There is also a list of web sites for Mac users. The book includes a chapter with suggestions of software that a user may wish to add to the computer. 


The publisher provides a sample chapter for viewing. The style of the book is written in the traditional Dummies way. It is simplistic in its writing; in other words, it is accessible for all readers. It provides checklists of information and blocks with sidebars of interesting tidbits for the reader. 


This book is for the latest release of the Mac OS, and it is important for the library to update from the current material in the collection (Mac OS 8.5). Most of the Mac material in the collection is old information. It seems reasonable to add a book of this nature to the collection; therefore, it is recommended for purchase.



The Cost


In order to make sure that materials were available in Canada, the Chapters web site was used for looking for costs. After talking to one of the librarians at the Glace Bay library, it was apparent that the library uses this site for purchasing materials. An alternative is Amazon.ca. However, it appears that the Chapters site offers a larger discount. After calculating the prices of the books, the following are the retail and discount prices.

Total Retail Price: $430.64

Total Discount Price: $323.59



Conclusion


The project presented many challenging aspects. One of the aspects was to find a topic that would provide enough material for analysis for this project. It seemed reasonable to chose computer books as a topic because there were enough books as required in the instructions and having some knowledge of the topic made it possible to do in the allotted time. 


Another aspect that made the project challenging is the unfamiliarity with the library having lived in the town for less than two months. The best way to determine the type of materials that would be useful for the library is to analyze what has been collected in the past. It appeared that consistency in the collection was important for this library. It also appeared that many of the materials were for beginners to intermediate computer users. 


A third aspect that presented a challenge in the project was being unfamiliar with the vendors that libraries use to order materials or the materials used for determining books that would be useful in the collection. So many of the sources used are from the United States. While that is fine in most cases, it is important to use some Canadian sources because all of the books available in the United States are not necessarily available in Canada. In using amazon.ca, one will find that there are fewer materials than in amazon.com. Additionally, the Canadian site has titles in French, which limits choices if those are not materials that are being collected; in this case, French materials would not be a priority because it is primarily an English speaking part of Canada. 


With the number of materials available for viewing it can be difficult choosing what will be used in a collection with a limited budget. Furthermore, it can be difficult in some areas to discern materials to collect with regard to the age of the material. In this project computer books were examined. This type of material can be out of date in a very short time, so is it reasonable to order materials that are more than 2 or 3 years old? 


All of these aspects were considered when choosing materials to add to the collection. Overall, it was a good project that provided experience in analyzing materials in an existing collection, as well as sorting through resources to find new materials that are relevant for a library’s collection. The goal was to collect materials that would supplement the current collection as well as add materials that would update the books in the current collection. 


In weeding the current collection and finding a few materials to add, it appears that the collection is much stronger. This was the ultimate goal of the project. In the beginning, there were 92 books in the library’s collection. Twenty of the books were recommended for weeding. Twelve books were recommended for additions to the collection. This would give the library 84 books left in the collection. However, it would be a better collection with newer materials for patrons to use. 

Article Resources
Kilstein, E. (2003). Fall computer books. Publishers Weekly, 250 (37), 30-36.
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