NO TO WAR IN SOUTH ASIA!
STOP BRITISH ARMS SALES TO INDIA AND PAKISTAN! VAJPAYEE AND MUSHARRAF MUST NEGOTIATE!
Mass Protest outside Downing Street and Human Chain Against 
War and Communalism
Saturday 8 June, 11.30am to 2.00pm, Whitehall, London SW1
The governments of India and Pakistan are once again on the brink of war. While ordinary people in these countries face dire poverty, communal attacks on the basis of religion, gender and caste oppression, those in power seek to maintain this status quo and bolster their legitimacy with claims to protect national honour. And this is to be achieved by resorting to war, by further blighting the lives of innocent civilians, by further diverting precious resources away from their needs. In 2001 the combined military expenditure of India and Pakistan was 18 billion dollars. Yet over 40% of their populations - 450 million - live below the poverty line
The escalation of tension this time is all the more terrifying because of the threat of nuclear war. Already the analysis has moved to counting the number of warheads each side possesses to indicate the likely winner, as if there could indeed be a winner in a war which would devastate both sides and kill at least 12 million people.  
Furthermore, the current situation opens up the region to being drawn deeper into America's so-called 'war on terrorism', thus further endangering national sovereignty in South Asia.
Only sincere and meaningful and independent negotiations between all parties involved can ever bring peace to the region. If these are to succeed, the people of Kashmir must have a central role within this dialogue process, which will determine their future.
Meanwhile, the British government is cynically fuelling this potentially catastrophic conflict by continuing arms sales to India and Pakistan. The government has been pressing India to buy 66 Hawk jets for £1 billion, and Britain already provides parts for the Jaguar bomber which could be adapted for nuclear weapons. Jack Straw's recent statement justifying his government's policy on the basis of 'British commercial interests' yet again makes a mockery of the idea of an 'ethical foreign policy'.
we demand that the governments of India and Pakistan:
	Undertake and relentlessly pursue meaningful negotiations to resolve the issue of Kashmir with the Kashmiri people

 End the nuclear arms race in South Asia
And that the British government:
- Imposes an immediate blanket ban on arms sales to India and Pakistan
STAND TOGETHER AGAINST WAR AND COMMUNALISM IN SOUTH ASIA!
Supported by: Asha Lambeth; Asian Women Unite!; Dostiyo Asian Women’s Organisation, Northampton; Hackney Asian Women’s Aid; Imkaan; International South Asia Forum; Newham Asian Women’s Project; Peace and Human Rights Trust; Punjab Human Rights Internet; South Asia Solidarity Group; Southall Black Sisters; Tower Hamlets Asian  Women’s Aid and many others. Details of  event from: South Asia Solidarity Group, tel. 020 7267 0923



