Livingston Co-operative Store
The Livingston Co-operative Society was originally opened by the United Mine Workers of America.
Owned by shareholders, it served as an alternative venue for miners and their families. Mine families originally purchased all their needs, grocery, household, clothing, etc. at the Company Store owned by the mine
company of the time. Mine families could purchase items there, but on payday their checks were garnished
to cover those expenses.
The original Co-op was opened on South Livingston Avenue at the sight of the current Merwin’s Insurance Company. As the coalmine and the town prospered, it soon became too small and a new, much larger
store was built at the corner of Livingston Avenue and South First Street. The store offered everything
from carbide and coal oil (kerosene) to Maytag washing machines to Philco refrigerators as well as meats,
groceries, dry goods, small appliances, work clothing and shoes. It was the Wal-Mart of its day.
In an interview in 1988 with reporter Karen Mitchelar, owner John Augustine supplied the following
information about the Co-op’s beginnings.
“When the Co-op store began, John, then 18 years old, was a clerk at the store. The coal company store
was located just two blocks east of the new Co-operative. It was a 100’ by 200’, two-story building located
where the Camelot Apartments now stand. Miners shopped there and their bills were deducted from the
paychecks before they received them, in the same manner, as was their house rent. Williamson also had a
coal company store, which later sold to Wray Brothers.
In the early 1920s, business was big in Livingston where the population soared to 2,000. All five grocery stores did well along with many businesses that lined the main street in town: clothing stores, a shoe
store, department stores, a newspaper, theatres, two hardware stores and two dozen taverns to name a few.
John became the manager of the Co-op in 1921 when they ordered flour by the boxcar load in order to
keep up with the demand.
The end of the First World War brought modernization. There were automobiles and hard roads and
with them came a new
item for the store,
gasoline. For sometime, the gas pump sat
near the hitching
posts, where the
horses had been tied
before.
However, machines soon began to
take over the mining
operations and prosperity began to decline. The mines in
Livingston and Williamson that once employed 1,400 people
were reduced to 700
between the two. By
1942, the miner’s cooperative store closed
with the stockholders
Pictured from left to right: Anton Karnosky, Frank Larcker, Helen Boston, George Kreuter, John Augustine, owner, Robert
receiving $500 in cash
Augustine, George Augustine.
and $250 in trade.
William “Bill” Augustine stands in front.
59

The picture above shows the Livingston Co-operative Society in 1928 when gasoline was sold.
Pictured are John Augustine, Andy Domevsek, Helen Lipolsky, George Kreuter, Rose Minkanic, Andy Augustine,
Sophie Habernig, and Anton Karnosky.

John Augustine purchased the store and became on of the largest retailers in this part of the
county, selling clothing,
appliances and a complete
stock of dry goods.
Since the miners had to
furnish their own supplies,
such as carbide hats, flints
and tools, the store was divided into two large
rooms - one for groceries
and mining equipment and
one for dry goods. Long
rails ran the length of the
building with ladders for
the clerks to climb up and
retrieve items near the
ceiling.
Back in the 1940s,
loose candy was a “big
item.” Groceries were de-

livered to your home and prosperity reigned.
John’s sons John Jr. (Jack), William (Bill) and Robert all worked at the store. Jack and Bill were both
butchers and Robert took care of stocking the store. Robert took weekly trips to St. Louis for produce and
Collinsville for baked goods. Robert could most prominently be seen at the front checkout counter.
Leona Hermanns became an employee in 1944 just after high school. She was the smiling face that
greeted customers as
they entered the store.
Her infectious laugh
and bright personality
were both favorites of
store customers. She
remained an employee
of the store until the
doors closed. As well
as front counter duties,
Leona helped customers with clothing,
shoes, dry goods,
household items and
gifts.
Anton Karnosky
spent his youth as an
employee of the Co-op
employed there for
over 34 years. He was
responsible for ac- Pictured is the inside of the Co-operative Store. Note the ladders on the side in order to retrieve items on upper shelves.
Pictured from left: William (Bill) Augustine, John Augustine, Anton Karnosky, Helen Boston, Joe Lesicko, Mike
counting duties as well Kopuster, Marie Toslin, George Augustine, Geraldine (Rule) Machuga, Mrs. Plovich.
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as making sale bills.
George Augustine, John’s brother, was a butcher at the store until his retirement. Those were the days
when the butcher would offer wieners to the kids while mom shopped for her family’s meat needs.
The store employed many local residents over those many years. Some of those employees were Helen
Minkanic, who later married John’s brother Andy; Helen Boston, George Kreuter, Frank Larcker, Marie
Toslin.
The store eventually closed in April 1997. John Augustine also died in 1997 never knowing the store
had closed.
The business itself was the longest establishment to survive in Livingston.
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