
102 YEARS Page a12 - November 10, 2011 - TeToN valley News

A wildfire pushed by high winds ripped through tall grass Friday afternoon east of Highway 33 near 4000N. The blaze threatened three homes for a time but were protected by 
Teton County Fire Department crews. “Two of the houses were very, very close calls which would have been complete losses,” said Bret Campbell, fire chief. The blaze took off 
after a homeowner was burning weeds and 30 MPH winds came up, said Scott Wood, division chief. About 30 acres burned, and there were no injuries.    
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Wild fire ...

The Teton Regional Land Trust 
continues to build conservation 
momentum along the Fall River in 
Fremont County.  Last week, the 
Land Trust and the Kirkham family 
permanently protected 80 acres of the 
Kirkham’s farm with a conservation 
easement. The conservation easement 
is a legal agreement that allows for 
farming and ranching on the property 
but permanently restricts the type and 
amount of future development that 
can occur on the property. 

This conservation easement lies 
near the Kirkham Bridge over the Fall 
River; a popular spot for anglers and 
boaters and will protect scenic views 
along the Ashton-Flagg Ranch Road. 
The easement also protects wildlife 
habitat for migrating deer, elk and 
moose as well as resident animals like 
songbirds, hawks and grouse.

 “It’s great to see additional land 
near the Fall River protected. More 
and more landowners along the Fall 
River are beginning to understand 
the unique value this area offers for 

both wildlife and agriculture and their 
interest in conservation is spreading,” 
saidTeton Regional Land Trust Land 
Protection Specialist, Renee Hiebert.

The Kirkham property lies in 
close proximity to over 1,300 acres 
of previously protected lands near 
the Fall River adding to the growing 
preservation of vital habitat and 
agricultural lands in Fremont County.  

Landowner, Dan Kirkham, 
conserved his property because in 
his words it is “… a good thing for 
the Country to make sure we don’t 
overdevelop our open spaces.”

Teton Regional Land Trust would 
like to thank the many generous 
contributors that made conservation 
of this property possible including 
the Kirkham Family and several other 
individuals and foundations interested 
in preserving land in Fremont County.    

For more information about this 
project or Teton Regional Land Trust 
contact info@tetonlandtrust.org or 
(208) 354-8939.

Vital ground protected 
along the Fall River


