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less about the sport and 
more about energizing 
the athletes who 
participate in this unique 
camp. B14-15 

Locals race and 
raise funds for TVTAP 
at Alta Vista Freestyle. 
See results B12. 

Plastics Teton Valley 
Community Recycling 
will screen the 
documentary 

“Bag It!” on 
Friday. 
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empowering the community

Ken Levy
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Part four in a series on school	
funding

Six Teton High School stu-
dents shared their thoughts on 
the school’s extracurricular activ-
ities and potential for at least 
some of those to be cut in 2014 
due to budget constraints.
 Students who participated in the informal 
roundtable Feb. 22 include:
• Jason Clark, 17, a senior at THS, from 

Victor
• Edna Diaz, 15, a THS sophomore 

from Driggs
• Parker Johnston, 18, a senior who lives 

in Victor
• Sam Matelich, 18, also a senior, from 

Tetonia
• Mike Parri, 17, a senior from Victor
• Megan Sanabia, 18, a THS senior 

from Driggs

Although all but Diaz are 
seniors, and budget cuts, if they 
come, won’t take effect until after 
they graduate, “the things I liked 
the most about the school are the 
extracurriculars they’re thinking 
about cutting,” said Parri. “I feel 
like that’s an important part of 
just getting through school and 
making those connections you 
can’t get just in the classroom, 

and learning how to socialize beyond a 
learning environment.”

But Matelich said he thinks of school 
more on the academic side.

“I’ve actually looked at how much this 
would cut. It’s a little over 3 percent of our 
current extracurricular budget,” Matelich 
said. “The way I see it, that’s not a huge deal 
if it’s going to help us survive, if it’s going 
to help us get through with a better educa-
tion for the following years. It’s worth it.”

But, said Johnston, for many students, 

Students sound off on
extracurricular cuts
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Supplemental 
levy meeting

Monday, 
March 4, 7 
p.m. at Victor 
Elementary

From left: 
Megan Sanabia, 18, 

of Driggs, is a Teton High 
School senior. She’s done 

cross country, track, choir, 
band, and participates in high 

school rodeo.

Edna Diaz, 15, a sophomore 
from Driggs, has been a Teton 

cheerleader since she was in seventh 
grade, including Redskins varsity 
cheerleader for the past two years. 
Diaz is also in the THS Ambiance 
Choir, and is a member of the Latino 
Club.

Jason Clark, 17, a senior at 
THS, is from Victor. Clark played 

basketball all four years and is a 
National Honor Society mem-

ber. He’s a huge supporter of 
THS programs as a specta-

tor including volleyball, 
footbal, baseball 

games and music.

Mike Parri, 17, 
a THS senior, is from 
Victor. Parri did cross-
country and is soccer cap-
tain He’s participated in Quiz 
Bowl, track, music and belongs 
to the NHS.

Sam Matelich, 18, of Tetonia, 
is a senior at THS.  Matelich par-
ticipated in debate and has been in 
Quiz Bowl, “which is like my favorite 
thing I’ve ever done.” He was also 
in the THS Business Professionals of 
America program.

Parker Johnston, 18, is a 
senior at THS, also from Victor. 
Johnston was in debate for 2.5 
years and was captain of the 
team last year. He’s done 
Quiz Bowl for two years, has 
been in the music depart-
ment and did a year of 
Yearbook.

Meet the panel

Dewey a state champ

Teton County 
mulls layoffs

Jesse Dewey of Teton throws Porter Thomas of Snake River in their semi-final match at the 195 lbs. class Friday 
afternoon at the Holt Arena in Pocatello.  Dewey won the match and went on to claim the state championship 
in his weight class in the 3A division. See story page A12

Doug Lindley/Idaho State Journal

Bridget Ryder 
TVN staff

What was scheduled as a 
work meeting between the 
Board of County Commisiners 
and Angie Rutherford, county 
planning administrator and 
Curt Moore, county planner, 
turned into Chairman Kelly 
Park and Commissioner Sid 
Kunz asking the two county 
employees if they have enough 
work to justify their positions. 

“I think we’re definitely 
going to have to look at some 
layoffs,” Park said Monday. 

“There are eight houses being 
built right now. Are we over-
staffed?” 

“Have you looked at the 
budget?” Commissioner Kathy 
Rinaldi asked.

She estimated that the 
department’s budget was a 
third of past fiscal allotments 
and that it had fewer staff mem-
bers. She objected to shrinking 
the department. 

“Planning is where every-
thing starts in the county,” she 

said. 
She also acknowledged 

that there are people in Teton 
County opposed to planning.

Parks said that he relied 
heavily on his experience as a 
small business owner and com-
parisons with other counties 
such as Fremont. He has had 
to let go of his eight employees 
since the bust and wondered, 

“if other counties are doing 
more with less.”

“I think we have to look at 
us,” Rinaldi said.

Park said he was not try-
ing to pick on the Planning 
and Zoning Department. He 
would be looking at layoffs in 
all departments, they just hap-
pened to be the first depart-
ment to be examined.

Rutherford and Moore said 
they had plenty to do.

“I have not worked a 40-hour 
week,” Rutherford said.

She usually works more, she 
clarified.

“There’s long range projects 

Layoffs continued on A12

Students continued on A13
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Fifth grade students in Rendezvous Upper Elementary School trek 
into the woods in Granite Canyon with Teton Science School lead-
ers to study tree and plant communities and winter wildlife habitat.

Ken Levy
TVN Staff

Fifth graders at Rendezvous 
Upper Elementary School are 
getting a taste of practical, hands-
on experience through extracur-
ricular field experiences in either 
Expedition Yellowstone or excur-
sions with the Teton Science 
School.

The latter brought a class of 
fifth graders together with lead-
ers from the TSS at the school’s 
Kelly Campus in Jackson Feb. 4-8 for classes and first-
hand experiences exploring the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem, said Megan Bybee, RUES principal.

Students did their exploring in Coyote Canyon, 
Blacktail Butte and Granite Canyon and stayed in dorms 
at the TSS campus.

Among their training, youngsters explored the plant 
communities of aspen, pine, alpine sage and riparian 
and how they interact.

Bybee said the students used science projects and 
hypotheses to determine how snowpack depth differs 
in each community, such as pine versus aspen. Those 
projects included digging pits to measure for depth and 
why the snow was as deep as it was in each.

For instance, snow could be shallower in the tree 
communities, but also could be shallow in the sagebrush 
since there is nothing to block wind.

Students also learned about how animal communi-
ties adapt to the often-harsh winter conditions in the 
GYE. They studied tracks, scat and other evidence of 
what animals need to survive, including, for example, 
how hoofs help elk and deer dig into and under the 
snow for food.

They studied geology, including glacial features, 
and weather.

Both Expedition Yellowstone and the TSS program 
help meet Common Core State Standards of education 
in Idaho, which, among other things, require more 
practical applications of knowledge in real life settings, 
Bybee said.

Both programs focus on writing and emphasize the 
scientific process, she said.  Students question, observe, 
collect and interpret data, develop charts and graphs to 
see trends in their research, practice critical thinking and 
apply the knowledge they’ve gained from the experience 
to predict, assume and refute data.

Kids also get lessons in responsibility. In the TSS 
program, even though food is served in a cafeteria for-
mat, youngsters are responsible for preparation, serv-
ing, cleaning and dishwashing. In both, they take on 
responsibility for themselves, being away from home 
and making sure they’re prepared for the day.

That responsibility also includes taking ownership of 
the program by helping with fundraising. In this case, 
that means the upcoming Day of Reading with an as-
yet-unnamed author and a writer’s workshop March 4.

Students also fundraise with a Read-a-thon, where 
they get pledges of donations per page read or get a flat 
donation from family and friends.

This year’s program was offered at no charge to 
families, Bybee said. The future of the program could 
be in trouble, since extracurricular activities are among 
those being considered for budget cuts.

The Teton Valley Education Foundation and PTO 
help support the programs as well.

Rather than see the programs cut entirely, “just cut 
district support and let us fundraise more,” said Bybee.

Expedition Yellowstone, Teton 
Science School take students afield

Bybee

participating in extracurricu-
lar activities is their motiva-
tion for going to school.

“If we take away those, it 
kind of takes away the incen-
tive [for those students] to 
come to school,” he said.

Diaz said “it’s not a good 
idea” to cut athletic programs 
because those are key motiva-
tions to keep her grades up. 
Good grades are a prerequi-
site to participating in extra-
curricular activities, she said.

For Matelich, the big pic-
ture of the potential 3 percent 
cut is that changes may not 
even be visible. With that 
reduction across the extra-
curricular board, “we might 
see a [few] dollars in each program go.”

For others, it’s a matter of prioritizing. 
For example, Johnston said he doesn’t see 
the necessity of the band going to Denver or 
Salt Lake City, “driving five hours, renting 
a shuttle bus.”

Diaz, who sings in the Ambiance Choir, 
said that while going to music workshops is 
a good way to meet people by traveling to 
other schools, the district should consider 
cutting those if they get too costly.

Although music is very important to 
her — she wants to enroll in a performing 
arts college in New York — she believes 
those workshops should be cut before other 
academic programs.

“But don’t cut [music] classes,” she said.

Athletics should have 
precedence in being saved, 
Johnston said. But Matelich 
said he’d rather see the cuts 
in athletics before any cuts 
might come into academics. 
He rues the possibility of cuts 
to the Quiz Bowl.

Academic extracurricu-
lar programs are “already 
running on pretty little 
compared to the athletic,” 
Matelich said.

“Just the presence of an 
athletic event strengthens 
bonds between students 
and community,” Johnston 
argued. “That’s beneficial in 
the long run.”

Clark said he’d much 
rather see cuts in extracurricular activities 
than academics, but agreed that extracur-
riculars are a “huge part of developing social 
skills and responsibility.”

Clark played basketball all four years 
and is a member of the National Honor 
Society. He’s also a huge supporter of THS 
programs as a spectator including volleyball, 
football and baseball games and watching 
and listening to musical performances.

Sanabia said she’s seen her younger 
brother “really progress as a person and 
step out there with his sports teams, and 
that’s really made him friends and really 
matured him. I’d hate to see kids not be 
able to do that.”

Potential cuts in winter sports “are just 

pocket change in the grand scheme of 
things,” said Johnston. “It’s only $3,000 
out of a half million cut we’re going to 
have to make.”

“Eventually, though, it does add up,” 
said Parri.

Matelich indicated winter sports aren’t 
as popular as others, especially in the senior 
class.

“If it’s a program that kids 
aren’t utilizing and it’s not 
popular, then $3,000 out-
weighs the program itself,” 
he said.

“Winter sports take 
away from academics,” said 
Johnston. “It cuts the day in 
half that we could be devot-
ing to school.”

If class times are cut 
because of winter sports, 
“we don’t get through a lot, 
and a lot of times you feel 
like nothing gets done,” said 
Matelich.

Johnston said in the mid-
dle school, winter sports cut 
class times to 20 minutes or 
so, and a lot of classes are a 
lot less productive than they 
could be.

Sanabia said she has won-
derful memories about par-
ticipating in programs in elementary and 
middle school and would rather see cuts at 
the High School go toward those programs.

A lot of kids get scholarships to go to 

college for their sports ability, said Sanabia, 
and “it’s important that we can really help 
them get [those] with our teams.”

Diaz agreed. Some students, she said, 
take athletics more seriously than their edu-
cation, while the opposite is true for others.

“I’d much rather see tightening in every 
budget, just a few dollars, than see anything 

cut,” said Parri, “because I 
know every program has 
influenced and positively 
affected some students, at 
least one.”

TVN en Español
Los estudiantes dejan oír su 
voz acerca de los cortes en 
actividades extracurriculares. 
Seis estudiantes compartieron 
sus opiniones acerca de los 
recortes presupuestos para el 
año 2014. Para algunos estu-
diantes, la participación en 
actividades extracurriculares 
es una forma de motivación 
para la asistencia de algunos 
estudiantes mientras que para 
otros es una perdida de tiem-
po, como Winter Sports, aun-
que solo cuesta $3000 y es una 
cantidad pequeña comparada 
con otras actividades.

Sam Matelich dijo, “Si nos va a 
ayudar a salir adelante y seguir 
obteniendo la educación que 

ahora recibimos, vale la pena.”

Por: Arely Baez & Andy Bocardo
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Just the presence 
of an athletic 

event strengthens 
bonds between 

students and 
community. That’s 
beneficial in the 

long run.
______________

Parker Johnston

I’d much rather 
see tightening in 

every budget, just 
a few dollars, than 
see anything cut, 
because I know 
every program 

has influenced and 
positively affected 
some students, at 

least one.
______________

Mike Parri

Ken Levy
TVN Staff

No new programs will be developed at 
the Teton School District should voters 
reauthorize a two-year levy that has grown 
by a half-million dollars.

Parents and others questioned TSD 
officials Monday why it created full-day 
kindergarten and developed Rendezvous 
Upper Middle School following the suc-
cessful 2011 renewal of a then $2.6 million 
supplemental levy.

Aaron Driggs said the district got full-day 
kindergarten and RUES after voters were 
told the 2011 levy renewal was needed just 
to maintain the status quo.

The state, he said, didn’t end up cut-
ting as much as anticipated from the TSD 
budget.

Driggs said he’d be willing to pay for an 
accountant, or work with the district himself, 
to figure the numbers more solidly than 

“’we need this amount, we think.’”
Monte Woolstenhulme, TSD superin-

tendent, said figuring the next district bud-
get is based on best available data without 
hard numbers and “feels like [being] on 
quicksand.” 

That’s because the district doesn’t yet 
know what state funding will be, whether 
eliminating the personal property tax for 
business will pass the legislature, whether 
the federal government will go into seques-
tration, or what district enrollment will be 
during the upcoming fiscal year.

He welcomed Driggs or anyone else 
who may have ideas on how to deal with 
the shortfall to speak with him or Kimber 

Lundquist, TSD business manager.
Full-day kindergarten was already under 

consideration before the levy renewal came 
up, said Woolstenhulme, and was extremely 
popular with parents.

The creation of RUES was driven by the 
need to consolidate and better use exist-
ing buildings. Overcrowding at Victor 
Elementary School helped drive that effort, 
he said. The discussion and usage of school 
facilities was ongoing through the 2010-11 
school year, and reviewed at most of the 
board meetings.

This year’s renewal request, at $3.1 mil-
lion, is being sought because the district has 
drawn down its reserves, and used previous 
levy funds, to keep staff, salaries and pro-
grams intact, said Woolstenhulme.

With district reserves approaching less 

than a month’s worth of backup funding, and 
the potential of a $90,000 loss in revenue if 
the state passes revocation of the personal 
property tax for businesses, the district still 
faces more than $500,000 in cuts even if the 
levy passes voter muster March 12.

Woolstenhulme, in an email, said the 
supplemental levy request is about $1 mil-
lion less than if the state had left school 
funding based on local, automatic mill levies.  
The state, in 2006, transferred funding to 
sales tax under then-Governor Jim Risch, 
he said.

“Property taxes are not fair,” said 
Woolstenhulme, at Monday’s informational 
meeting regarding the supplemental levy 
renewal. He indicated property owners 
with renters would probably increase rents 
to pick up the difference, “not just eat it.”

District: Nothing new planned for use of levy funds


