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PETER Costello's seventh Budget has had the worst reception since the "Dawkins disaster" of 1993, when Labor ditched promised tax cuts and doubled indirect taxes.

Many more people believed they would be worse off under this Budget than the last. 

Only a few more believed extra defence and border protection funding was worth cutting spending in other areas. 

Simon Crean's performance as Opposition Leader received a boost after his reply to the Budget. Labor also rose slightly after its attacks on price rises for Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme scripts and tougher restrictions on the disability support pension. 

But Labor has not overtaken the Coalition. John Howard has even improved his position over Mr Crean as the preferred prime minister. 

And, according to the latest Newspoll survey taken exclusively for The Australian at the weekend, voters continued to view the Coalition as better economic managers and Labor as unable to deliver a better budget by a ratio of about two to one. 

When then Labor treasurer John Dawkins and prime minister Paul Keating ditched tax cuts and lifted petrol taxes, the Coalition opened up a commanding lead over the ALP and Mr Dawkins said "resignation does well in my mind" as he fought to get the budget cuts through the Senate. The Dawkins budget convinced only 4 per cent of voters they would be better off. This year, 7 per cent saw themselves as being better off -- down from 17 per cent last year. 

The number of people who thought they would be worse off rose from 29 per cent last May to 44 per cent at this Budget, close to the 43 per cent in the pre-GST budget of 2000 and second to, but well short of, the 1993 budget's 74 per cent. 

There was also a deterioration of the public's view of the economic good of the Budget, down from 39 per cent to 36 per cent, and a sharp rise -- from 27 per cent to 34 per cent -- in the number of people who said the economy would be badly effected. 

More people believed the expenditure on defence, border protection and national security justified spending cuts in other areas -- 49 per cent to 46 per cent. The strongest believers were Coalition supporters (72 per cent) and those aged over 50 (56 per cent). 

But despite the reservations, there was still an overwhelming view that Labor would not have produced a better budget, 46 per cent to 29 per cent. 

Party support evened out -- 41 per cent Coalition, 40 per cent Labor -- to the level that has existed since April. 

However, Mr Crean's satisfaction rating did jump six percentage points to 41 per cent, his highest satisfaction rating since he took the leadership from Kim Beazley. 
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