PM gives no hint about future

May 10 2002
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Prime Minister John Howard said today he wanted to continue serving the Australian people and he had no immediate plans to retire. 

Mr Howard said his position on retirement had not changed since last year's federal election campaign when he promised to review his future as Liberal leader after he turned 64 in 2003. 

He said he was not aware of any calls within Liberal ranks for him to retire. 

But a report in The Australian newspaper today said that Treasurer Peter Costello was prepared to mount a challenge if Mr Howard did not retire next year. 

"My position on that is very clear, nothing has changed," Mr Howard told reporters in the NSW border city of Albury

"I made a statement in the election campaign and nothing has changed in relation to that." 

Mr Howard said he was in no urgency to end the speculation about his future. 

"I want to just go on serving the Australian people," he said. 

He said he had no difficulty with reports Mr Costello was ready to take his place as party leader next year. 

"I don't think it is the least bit difficult. I don't feel anything is made difficult. 

"A day like this you don't think anything is all that difficult." 

Mr Howard advised Liberal Party members to concentrate on providing good government rather than serving themselves. 

"I think Liberals all around Australia are interested in good government and serving the Australian people," he said. 

"And my advice to Liberals is that their first obligation is to the Australian people. 

"That applies to me, that applies to all members of my team. 

"The public want their elected representatives to serve them rather than serve themselves." 

No comment- Costello 

But a spokeswoman for Mr Costello said the article was purely the opinion of its author, political editor Denis Shanahan. 

"Denis Shanahan is entitled to his own opinion but he speaks for no one but himself," a spokeswoman for Mr Costello tolsaid. 
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