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Prime Minister John Howard today ruled out any increase or expansion of the GST. 

He told reporters in Sydney that despite launching a Business Council of Australia book that advocated such measures last night, he could reassure taxpayers it would not happen. 

''Absolutely. Now come on, is this the latest Latham diversion from Simon Crean?"

Mr Howard last night launched Aspire Australia, by the Business Council of Australia, which recommended an increase in GST and an expansion of its base. 

The book said the GST could be increased to finance the removal of various stamp duties, Opposition Leader Mr Crean said earlier today. 

Mr Crean called for Mr Howard to rule out an increase in GST. 

``It's a document that effectively says cut company taxes but put up the GST. Change the tax mix again. I want to know where the Prime Minister stands on this,'' said Mr Crean. 

``Don't you think it's odd that the Prime Minister agrees to launch a document advocating an increase in the GST, advocating an extension in the GST and he doesn't rule it out,'' he said. 

