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Labor frontbencher Mark Latham was a ticking timebomb who needed to undergo anger management, Workplace Relations Minister Tony Abbott said today. 

Mr Latham on Friday described former Liberal Party president Tony Staley, who walks with the aid of crutches as the result of a serious car accident, as "that deformed character." 

"I think that Mark Latham needs to do an anger management course," Mr Abbott told reporters as he entered a cabinet meeting in Melbourne. 

"He really does seem to have a problem with abusing everyone who doesn't agree with him." Mr Abbott described the comments as "utterly reprehensible" and described him as a "ticking timebomb" on Simon Crean's frontbench. 

"The question is can he survive because he's obviously a volcano waiting to explode on a whole range of subjects," he said. 



Treasurer Peter Costello described Mr Latham's remark as a low point in Australia's politics. "If Mr Crean had any guts he would pull Latham into line and he'd make him withdraw it and he'd discipline him for doing so," he told reporters. 

Mr Costello said the comment was a premeditated strike and "one of the most tasteless things I have ever seen." 

Mr Latham has refused to apologise, saying his comments were taken the wrong way. 

"My comments were about Mr Staley's character and behaviour, a part of the pattern of muck-raking that we get from the Howard government," he told ABC radio. 

"I stand by those comments. If other people draw other inferences I am sorry about that." 
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