Canberra threatens to use force against detainees

April 22 2002

The Federal Government has warned it may use force to end a tense stand-off between asylum seekers and authorities at the Curtin detention centre in Western Australia.

After three days of violent unrest, the government was losing patience, acting Immigration Minister Chris Ellison said yesterday. Negotiations were continuing with detainees armed with curtain rods, sharpened broom sticks, knives and cleavers in the main compound at the centre, he said. 

"We will not see this situation go for any lengthy period of time," Senator Ellison said. "If this situation cannot be resolved peacefully, then we will use other means to resolve it."

About 300 detainees have refused to leave the centre's main compound since rioting broke out on Friday night. 

Twenty-eight guards and several detainees were injured in the violence. Fires were lit in accommodation blocks, activity rooms and the kitchen were ransacked and thousands of dollars worth of equipment such as computers, sewing machines and hairdressing facilities were destroyed.
Senator Ellison said the government was optimistic of a peaceful resolution. "But I stress that we will not reach any agreement without first having the weapons handed over and those responsible for this disturbance being handed over as well."
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