Manufacturing union to suspend affiliation to ALP

April 22 2002

Australia's main manufacturing union's Victorian branch has decided to put on hold its affiliation to the Australian Labor Party. 

The annual conference of the Australian Manufacturing Workers' Union (AMWU) today voted to suspend its affiliation to the ALP because of discontent by members. 

Delegates voted to set up a committee to negotiate with the state's ALP branch and in the meantime no moneys will be paid in affiliation fees. 

Today's AMWU vote follows the resignation from the ALP last month of Electrical Trades Union (ETU) state secretary Dean Mighell. 

Mr Mighell moved his allegiance to the Australian Green Party. The affiliation fee paid by the 60,000 AMWU Victoria branch is worth $250,000 to the ALP. 

AMWU Victoria secretary Craig Johnston said the branch would reconsider its decision in six months' time. 

During this period the AMWU state council would be urging the state government to reconsider its policies on apprenticeships, developing the manufacturing industry, promoting jobs in the industry and safety. 
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