Costello tries his hand at stand-up comedy
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Gough Whitlam's offer to donate his brain to science was also a gift to a Treasurer in need of a gag or two to liven up yesterday's Liberal federal council meeting in Canberra.

Warming up the audience for John Howard's keynote address, Peter Costello described Mr Whitlam's offer as the most significant announcement from the Labor side of politics in recent times.

As a child, Mr Costello recalled being taken to the museum by his father to see the big heart of legendry racehorse Phar Lap, winner of the 1930 Melbourne Cup. "Imagine future generations walking past this large case and saying: 'Look son, that is the brain that led Australia to a 17 per cent inflation rate'," he said.

Mr Costello suggested other exhibits could be Carmen Lawrence's famed loss of memory, Graham Richardson's "whatever it takes" morality and Gareth Evans' infamous temper.

The Treasurer went on to ponder what Opposition Leader Simon Crean could leave as his legacy. "I had this vision of children filing past, and they see this big case, their parents would s"They look into this case and they say: 'Mum, I can't see anything in there'. And the parents would say: 'Look harder, look harder! Do you see that speck of dust right down the bottom . . . it's sighted more rarely than Halley's Comet, more rarely than a Tasmanian Tiger'.

"And the children look at their parents and say: 'But what is it?' And the parents would say: 'That son, is a Labor Party policy'."

A spokesman for Mr Crean fired back: "Perhaps Mr Costello could donate his arrogance, but I don't think the museum has been built yet that's big enough."

The send-up evoked memories Paul Keating's 1992 suggestion that John Howard and John Hewson could be among the exhibits of a museum at Old Parliament House along with 1950s relics the Astor TV, the AWA radiogram and the Morphy Richards toaster.

