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SUMMARY OF ECCM MINISTRY

June 30, 2005

BY JOEL AND LEVY SANTOS


Dear Partners in Ministry,

First of all, we would like to thank God for His faithfulness to us here in Manila. Although there are many problems, trials, hindrances, and difficulties, the Lord has continuously helping and guiding us to accomplish many things for His glory. We appreciate our volunteer workers and church leaders who labor with us in His vineyard. 

SUMMER YOUTH CAMP IN ANTIPOLO CITY

Last April 27 to May 1, 2005 there were more than a hundred of Youth who attended our Evangelistic and Discipleship Camp. More than half of the participants were unbelievers and got to know and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. While the believers who participated the activity have renewed their commitments to God to serve Him more.  Pastor Jeffrey Hoglen, Director of Open Arms International Ministry and his team ministered to us for two days.  They also extended financial assistance to cover up the deficit.  The whole activity ended up rejoicing for the Lord’s provision and for the success of the camp.

During the camp, we invited the children from Antipolo Church for a one-day children’s program. Those who came had enjoyed the games, stories and other activities conducted by the Open Arms International Ministry. The children were grateful for the gifts and food, games and magical stuff they had seen for the first time.

DAILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN

We also praise the Lord for His provision for our financial needs in conducting the Daily Vacation Bible School in ECCM-Pier 2 Church and our new outreach church in San Jose Del Monte City. In San Jose City there were parents who did not allow their children to attend the Bible school because of their devotion to their Catholic religion. They feared that our group would teach their children doctrines against their belief.  But we praise the Lord for the others who let their children come.  One parent boldly verbalized his opinion on the issue that children in their place should attend and hear good things about God because their minors are becoming a problem due to their environment and influence of others.  It was the reason why he sent his 5 children to study the word of God.

With the above, we decided to hold Saturday class for children in the area.  To this date we have a regular attendance of 40 kids every meeting.  

The DVBS in Pier 2, Tondo, Manila was likewise challenging because of the huge number of children who actively participated.

LAUNCHING OF OPEN ARMS BIBLE INSTITUTE AND SEMINARY (OABIS) - PHILIPPINES

The launching of Open Arms Bible Institute and Seminary (OABIS) - Philippines in Manila was conducted last June 18, 2005 in ECC Manila Church.  Bro. Glenn W. Orrell from Massachuset, USA gave us an inspirational message and encouraged the students to take the opportunity to finish the course in order to become effective and useful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. He stressed that whatever problems and hindrances may come our way while serving Him, God is always faithful to see us through. He will raise our arms upward like Peter.  He also promised the students to help them financially in their miscellaneous fees. Bro. Glenn visited our church during his personal business to the Philippines. His short stay with us taught us many things that could help us respond positively to challenges we face in life.

The Open Arms Bible Institute and Seminary (OABIS) in Manila offers Bachelor up to Master’s Degree program. It caters to the Christian students, pastors, church leaders, workers, and laymen. To date there are more than 30 students enrolled in bachelor’s program and 12 students for master’s program.

THE  ECCM MINISTRY IN  PIER 2 TONDO MANILA

“God’s work done in God’s way will never lack supply.” This is true to the lives of our volunteer workers in Pier2, Tondo, Manila.   When we scheduled Bro. Glenn Orrell to speak in Pier 2 our two workers were both facing a financial problem.  One of them needed to leave that time to look for money to buy milk for his young and food for the family but decided to stay and arranged a service by gathering some church members as Bro. Glenn was coming to preach.  The other’s problem was the school materials needed by his children.  After the service, both the workers received financial blessings from the Lord through Bro. Glenn. 

We also requested the office of Mission Community Service (MICOS) to include Per 2 Church in their children sponsorship program.  The Coordinator of Sponsor-A-Child (SAC) program arrived to our church and interviewed three parents of children who will receive P200.00 educational allowance plus a box of milk every month. We pray that they will add some more families to be included in the program someday. 

ECCM OUTREACH MINISTRY IN PARAÑAQUE CITY

The growing work in Parañaque City caused Pastor and Mrs. Bal Iso, our volunteer missionaries, to pray for a place where they can hold worship service and other spiritual activities.

Just recently, a new member of their Bible study group offered a space for only P800 per month. As of this moment, Bible study attendees are raising the amount so that they can start to a formal worship service.

THANKSGIVING & PRAYER REQUESTS

1. We are also grateful to the Lord for some church members who responded to our promotion to enroll in our Bible School. This educational program of OABIS-Philippines will help our leaders and members to become mature in their faith and become faithful and fruitful in God’s ministry.

2.  Help us pray for our country. We are presently suffering from political and economic crises. Anti-government groups gather in the streets almost everyday.  Pray that the terrorist will not take advantage of the situation. Economic measures like Expanded Value Added Tax (EVAT) increase is one of the economic issues that need to be resolved as soon as possible. May this happenings cause all Filipinos especially the Christians to unite in prayer and stand for the truth, that the workers take double time in sharing the Gospel to everyone.

3.  Please help us pray for the following needs of our ministry here in the Philippines:

a) Open Arms Bible Institute and Seminary (OABIS) Philippines school needs-

1) Bigger space to accommodate more students

2) Books for a small library

3) Table-chairs for students.

4) Teachers’ transportation allowances

5) One (1) set of computer to be used for computer subjects

6) Subsidy for indigent students

b) Our Feeding Proposal submitted to local funding agencies in the Philippines. We need a budget of $100 for every 50 children for our ministry in Pier 2, Tondo, Parañaque, and Quiapo Manila.

c) Allowances of our workers.

d) $600.00 – 3 months deposit and advance for church and Bible school space. This is a one time financial need for our church relocation.  Presently, we are occupying the Mezzanine floor of our rented house. It is our long desire to transfer into a much bigger space to accommodate all the members and Bible school students because the space we are occupying is too small.  

e) $30,000.00 – Church lot and building project. To own a church real estate property is a Long-term project of ECCM.  It is our desire to purchase an old building in Manila for ECCM ministries.  Renting is very expensive in Manila and the big hindrance for us to move on is the monthly rental of the church space.

f) US$16 monthly subsidy as rental for the prospective church space in Parañaque City in order to start a formal worship service.

g) Three (3) units of guitar for the following church and outreaches: Pier 2 church, Parañaque and San Jose Del Monte.  UD$50 each

h) Sound Systems for Pier2 Church

Thank you so much for being our partner in prayer.  You have been a blessing and encouragement to us.  The Lord richly bless you!

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

