EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF MANILA

1024 Felix Huertas St.

Sta. Cruz, Manila

FIRST QUARTER REPORT - 2005

By Joel and Levy Santos

Dear Friends,

Warm greetings from the Philippines!

We are grateful to the Lord for you commitment in serving our Great and Faithful Savior.

We would like to update you of our ministry here in the Philippines.

ECCM HOLY WEEK PROGRAM

The Holy week program that we conducted recently resulted to the acceptance of seven (7) parents living around to the Lord Jesus Christ.  We pray that these parents will remain true to Christ and actively involve in the Church. Many youth shared their gifts during the one-day affair to make the program more successful. Young people are very active members of our church.

PASTOR MANIE MUÑOZ - WILL BECOME THE ECCM ADMIN. PASTOR

We are grateful to the Lord because one of our Bible school students graduated last March of his Bible school degree.  Pastor Manie Muñoz, a young man born in Manila, fully trained in the ministry by ECCM now assume the church Administrative Pastor starting May 1, 2005.  We encourage him to devote his time in his mother church (ECCM) as full time worker.  We are glad that he responded positively and committed to the ministries of ECCM.  Meanwhile, I will remain as Senior Pastor and Overseer of ECCM churches.

SAN JOSE DEL MONTE CITY – A NEW OUTREACH OF ECCM

Last week, my family just arrived from San Jose Del Monte City, the place where ECCM held its Sunrise Service. The place is open for the gospel and very strategic place to start a church planting ministry.  We agreed to start a DVBS (Daily Vacation Bible School) here next month (May). More than 50 children responded to our visitation.  We plan to eventually make this place as one of our outreach ministries.  So far, this is the 4th outreach of ECCM. The Lord is now granting our desire to plant churches in the key cities of National Capital Region (NCR) of the Philippines.  We are blessed by many workers of the Lord who are faithfully serving Him without any financial support from us. But it is our desire raise them any support for their family needs.

ECCM ANNUAL SUMMER EVANGELISTIC & DISCIPLESHIP YOUTH CAMP

Our summer youth camp is scheduled this coming April 27-May 1, 2005 in Antipolo City.  Our youth leaders who will be in-charge in the whole program activity are busy preparing for it.  Our promotion has yielded good results and many youth are willing to attend but because of financial considerations we limit the number of campers.  More than 200 youth are willing to join from the 4 churches of ECCM but we accepted only 100 of them.  Majority of those who are willing  cannot afford to pay the camp fees.  Our desire is to give them the chance to attend and experience the Lord’s power to change lives.  At present, we were able to raise $300 of our total budget of $700.  Help us pray for the Lord’s providence.

ANTIPOLO CHURCH – ECCM’S RURAL POOR MINISTRY

Our church in Antipolo is very busy today in preparing for the improvement of the space where the “Summer Youth Camp” will be held.  Because the place has insufficient facilities, so we will just use tents. Towards the ending of the camp, there is special one-day program for children.  The children are from the poorest of the families and they are numbering to more than a hundred.

PIER 2 – ECCM URBAN POOR MINISTRY IN SLUM AREA

Our ministry in Pier 2, Tondo Manila is continuously growing despite of crises and hardships in life.  Majority of the attendees in the place are more than hunger in the Word of God as well as in spiritual activity.  They are very energetic and enthusiastic in serving the Lord.

Last week, another place near the house church has been opened for the children and adult ministry. We are planning to provide this place with feeding program to help the children from their malnutritional needs.  

PARAÑAQUE – ECCM URBAN POOR MINISTRY

Still the Lord is miraculously working in this place. Weekly attendance is growing. The church is now concentrated in finding resources so that their youth can join our Summer Youth Camp. BY God’s grace, they promise to send a number to attend the camp.

BIBLE SCHOOL  WILL START IN MANILA THIS JUNE 2005

We have approved in our recent Board Meeting to start our Bible School in Manila this coming June 2005.  We will conduct a conventional/modular type education in ECCM church while waiting for the increase of students.  We are scheduled to promote the school program early this May 2005 to different churches in Manila.  Pastor Roberto Abella, ECCM Board Chairman will stand as the Director of the school.  Pastor Abella is a past president of Central Bible College in Manila for 6 years and holds M.Div in Theology, Bachelor of Theology and AB Journalism.  He has 20 years experience as editor of a Christian Magazine in the Philippines.

MINISTRY NEEDS AND PRAYER REQUESTS

1.  $400.00 – Still needed for camp budget

Please pray for our fund raising program for our upcoming summer youth camp.  We still need $400 to meet the total budget of the camp.

2.  $460.00 – Monthly Ministry Assistance to ECCM churches

We are looking for possible assistance for the ministries of ECCM churches.  The amount constitutes the monthly figures we still need to support our growing ministries and workers allowances. The break down are explained below:

$120 – ECCM, Sta. Cruz

$85 – Pier 2 Church (Urban poor ministry in slum area)

$85 – Paranaque Church (Urban poor ministry)

$85 – Antipolo Church (Rural Poor Ministry)

$85 – San Jose Del Monte City (New pioneering church)

3.  $600.00 – 3 months deposit and advance for ECCM Church relocation

This is a one time financial need for our church relocation.  Presently, we are occupying the Mezzanine floor of our rented house. It is our long desire to transfer into a much bigger space to accommodate all of us because the space we are occupying is too small.  The new place will also be used as Bible school room when realized.

4.  $30,000.00 – Church Lot and Building Project

To own a church real estate property is a Long-term project of ECCM.  It is our desire to purchase an old building in Manila for ECCM ministries.  Renting is very expensive in Manila and the big hindrance for us to move on is the monthly rental of the church space.

5.  Please also pray for our proposed feeding program submitted to Philippine Children’s Ministry Network and to Jesus Loves the Little Children Ministry. Our feeding proposal is presently under deputation of this organization.  

6.  Please pray for the opening of ECCM Bible School this June 2005.  Please pray for the preparations we are going to make, the teachers and the students.

To God be the glory!

