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	(Revelation 10:8-11 (NIV), “Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: ‘Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.’


	9 “So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll.  He said to me, ‘Take it and eat it.  It will turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.’


	10 “I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and ate it.  It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 


	11 “Then I was told, ‘You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.’”


	***


	The voice John had earlier heard from heaven (vs 4), (forbidding him to record the words of the seven peals of thunder), spoke to him again [here in verse 8].  As he had earlier, John, once more, becomes an active participant in this vision.  He left the position of an observer, to become actively involved (as the vision is revealed).  He will be asked to digest (or to assimilate) the word.


	Before we go on in our study, let us review... Jesus has now opened all seven seals, and six of the angels have sounded their trumpets.  The last trumpet will bring the seven bowl judgments.  But before the seventh angel blows his trumpet, a voice from Heaven will declare, (vs 7), “the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets."


	One of God’s great secrets will unfold during the seventh trumpet judgment (just as the prophets predicted).  The Bible identifies several of these mysteries...one being the ‘mystery of iniquity’ (or sinfulness).


	It is a mystery why God allowed Satan to tempt Adam and Eve in the first place, and to cause [what is called] ‘the Fall of mankind.’  It seems a mystery why He allows sin to do so much harm in the world, and a mystery why He will permit Satan, (the Antichrist, and the False Prophet), to deceive so many. 


	These mysteries will be answered some day, but at the present time, God has sealed up some things.  We are not always ‘skilled to understand’ why God has planned things that way.


	The voice says to the Apostle John (Revelation 10:8 WEY), "Go and take the little book which lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."


	This third reference to the ‘location’ of the angel, emphasizes the unusual authority he had over the earth.  Then, to illustrate that we are to be ‘doers of the Word,’ John was told (10), "Take it, and eat the whole of it.  You will find it bitter when you have eaten it, although in your mouth it will taste as sweet as honey."  The angel knew what the result would be, if John ate the book.  


	Verse 9, “So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little book.”  And the results were, as the angel had said they would be.  Vs 10, “I took the roll out of the angel's hand and ate the whole of it; and in my mouth it was as sweet as honey, but when I had eaten it I found it very bitter.”


	This eating the scroll, is similar to Ezekiel’s experience in his book.  Ezekiel 2:9-10 reads: “Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me.  In it was a scroll, which he unrolled before me.  On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 


	(3:1-3) “And he said to me, ‘Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the house of Israel.  So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat.  Then he said to me, ‘Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.’  So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth.”


	By eating the scroll (or little book), it symbolizes the absorbing of God’s Word.  James 1:22 reminds us, “Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”


	The prophet Jeremiah said in 15:16, “When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight, for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty.”


	When John took in the divine word concerning the remaining judgments, (as the Lord took possession of the universe), he found the words written on the scroll both sweet and bitter.


	The sweet would symbolize that all believers want the Lord to act in judgment (and to take back the earth, that is rightfully His), but the realization of the terrible doom (and eternal suffering) awaiting unbelievers, turns that sweetness into bitterness.


	All true believers, of all ages, have longed for Christ to return in glory, and to see Satan’s power and influence destroyed forever.  They have always longed for the glorious kingdom of Christ to be set up on earth, in which He will rule in glory.  Every believer wants to see Christ in person, and to know that Satan has finally been defeated.


	Like the Apostle Paul, we are truly sorry about the judgment that is coming to a sin-cursed world (and to every unbeliever).  It is a bitter thought to know that so many will perish.  He said in Romans 9:1-4, “I am speaking the truth; I belong to Christ and I do not lie.  My conscience, ruled by the Holy Spirit, also assures me that I am not lying 


when I say how great is my sorrow, how endless the pain in my heart for my people, my own flesh and blood!  For their sake I could wish that I myself were under God's curse and separated from Christ.  They are God's people.”


	He felt great sorrow of heart, knowing of the stubbornness and rebellion that is in the human heart.  He knew that they were bringing many troubles on themselves, by disobeying God’s will.


	(Revelation 10:11 NIV), “Then I was told, ‘You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.’"  The angel said that John must prophecy ‘again,’ indicating that he is being commissioned a second time to write the prophecies that God is going to give him.


	In Revelation 1:19, the Lord commissions him to, "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.”


	What John was about to learn would be more devastating than anything yet revealed.  He was to be faithful to his duty to record the full truth of what he had seen. The prophecies John would receive, would relate to everyone, everywhere, (summed up in the four people groups of Revelation 5:9 and 7:9).  Those four groups are every tribe, language, people, and nation.  John is to warn everyone of the bitter bowl judgments that are coming upon this earth.


	Exiled on the island of Patmos, John had no opportunity to preach to the nations, but he was able to write the prophecies and to distribute them, so as to warn all people everywhere of the terrible judgments soon to come, and of the eternal suffering in Gehenna for all unbelievers.


	Sinners everywhere can know, because John recorded these prophecies that, (while judgment is presently restrained), a future day is coming, when the seventh angel will sound his trumpet, and God’s wrath will be poured forth.  It is a day when unbelievers will be judged, and true believers rewarded.


	This chapter 10 presents an interlude of hope, along with some bitterness of heart, that reminds us of our responsibility to live the true Christian life, to be a witness for Christ in our workplace, our homes, and everywhere else.


	Our title was “Be a Doer of the Word” (by taking God’s Word into our mind and have His truth written on our heart), so let us expound on those words before closing tonight...Jesus explained in Matthew 7:21 that "Not everyone who says to me, `Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father..”  And it is God’s will that we obey His Son, that we love one another, and that we walk by faith in God each day.


	Christ showed us personally (while He lived on earth, and now we read personally in the Bible), how to define the word obedience.  We are to have God’s Word within us, as if eating food, so that it becomes a part of us.


	Christ enables us to be a doer of His Father’s Word through His Spirit, whom He promised to give us.  “I will ask the Father,” [He said in John 14:16-17] “and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”


	As we assimilate God’s Word, (like the Apostle John eating the little scroll), we take it into our heart, and it becomes part of our life.  If God’s Holy Spirit is in us, we will automatically be a ‘doer of the Word,’ (which is really the same as being obedient to the Word).


	In these last days (as the Tribulation approaches), it is more important than ever that we know God’s will, be committed to obey His Word, and to have the Holy Spirit within to give the ability to carry through with our commitment.


	Jesus always told us His Father’s will.  He said, "I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it.  I know that his command leads to eternal life.  So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say," (John 12:49-50). 


	The way something is said (at times) can command our attention and our obedience.  God's Word, (which tells us His will), commands obedience.  His divine Word, the Son’s example, and the Holy Spirit’s power, brings the desired results...’doing the will of God.’


	From the beginning of Christ’s ministry to its close, Jesus lived by the Word.  "It is written," was often His reply, and His weapon of defense against Satan (three times) in Matthew 4.


	After the resurrection, Jesus expanded on some Scripture verses to enlighten His followers..."Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them the passages in Scripture which refer to Himself," (Luke 24:27 WEY).


	All Scripture was written by the Holy Spirit, so that we could conduct our lives in a way that would be pleasing to our heavenly Father.  (2 Timothy 3:16), “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 


	And that was a recent study on Christian music and lyrics.  Our life is not our own...it all belongs to God.  ‘And after all He has done for us, the least that we can do, is live our life in every part, only to please our Father’s heart.’


	Jesus said in John 7:17 that, "If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own."  The cost of obedience is everything of one’s self.  We are to give up our will and be ready to do God’s will, first, last, and always.  We are to be totally committed to being, ‘a doer of the Word.’


	The faithful believer always wants to do God’s will simply because they trust Him.  We gladly give up our own will, to obey the Father’s will.  ‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth (as it is in heaven).’


	Jesus came from Heaven to show what a ‘doer of the Word,’ actually was.  Because He obeyed His Father’s will, our sin debt was paid in full.  We are now exempted from judgment, and protected from the wrath to come.


	Being a ‘doer of the Word,’ means always ‘obeying God’s will.’  If (or when) we are treated unjustly, ignored, insulted, or criticized, we will obey God’s Word.  If we have met with the loss of something through theft (or if some thing was borrowed and not returned), we will do what God's Word instructs us to do...(which is to place the loss in God’s hands, and to...) "Love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.  Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High," (Luke 6:35).


	How easy the devil makes it to always take the most, but give the least.  How often we want a generous portion when receiving, but not if we are giving!


	To be a ‘doer of the Word,’ however, we follow this advice..."Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you,” (Luke 6:38). 


	Whatever situation we may face (financial loss or personal insult), if we will obey God’s Word, we will receive a spiritual and temporal blessing.  Three things we must remember: ‘Love those who harm us,’ ‘give good measure’ (whenever giving anything), ‘lend to those who ask,’ (expecting it not to be returned).’


	As we are a ‘doer of His Word,’ God promises to reward us, and He promises to protect us from the wrath to come.  We will have proven that we are a faithful follower of Christ.


	A doer of the Word, wants to know God's will.  A faithful follower of Jesus receives the Word in humility, and does what it says to do (by the power of His Spirit).  "Humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you," (says James 1:21).  God’s Word must become part of us, like food does.


	Being a ‘doer of the Word’ means that we have truly accepted Christ as our personal Savior.  It results in Christlike conduct, which will prove that we have actually accepted Him into our life, because we truly love Him.  "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching," (Jesus said in John 14:23).


	Being a ‘doer of the Word’ is the dividing line between a follower of Christ, and a follower of the world...(1 John 3:10), "This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother."


	It is not what we ’claim, but how we ’live!’  Obeying God’s Word is the common denominator of all true believers.  If we disobey the Word of God, it reveals a lack of commitment to Christ, (and our profession as being a true believer, would be in question).


	James gives this test: "What is our response to the Word of God?  Are we content to simply hear the Word being read, or do we have a deep desire to obey it?"


	When we know God's Word, we can see our wrong attitudes.  When we know God’s Word, we can compare our attitude with that of the Savior’s.  If we know God’s will, (by taking in His Word), we can see (at times) how un-Christlike we may have been.  It is then that we can make the necessary corrections.


	That is why God inspired the writing of His holy Word, because (according to 2 Timothy 3:16), it “is useful for teaching, for convincing, for correction of error, and for instruction in right doing.”


	Joshua 1:8 says, "Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be prosperous and successful."


	‘What does the true believer do about what is read from God’s Word?’  The doer puts the Word into practice, (by applying its principles of truth in their own personal life).  A ‘faithful follower,’ is always ‘faithfully doing’ God’s will.


	So, it is not enough for the Apostle John to just see the ‘little book,’ or to even know what it contains...he must make it a part of his inner person.  "Take it and eat it,” the angel said to him.


	The prophet Jeremiah (15:16) also said, “When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight, for I bear your name, O LORD God Almighty.”  


	God’s Word, is our food.  Jesus answered Satan (Matthew 4:4) saying, “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”


	Digesting God’s Word, makes us a witness for His Son.  God’s Word is the rule of our life.  We must know God’s will, by reading His Word, and then be empowered by His Spirit, to do it.


	Without any doubt, our life is not our own...it belongs to our heavenly Father.  He paid an enormous price for our life.  As the song says, ‘my life, is Your life.’  ‘And after all He has done for us, the least that we can do, is live our life in every part, only to please our Father’s heart.’


*****








The First-Century Gospel Church


5744 NORTH FRONT STREET


PHILADELPHIA PA  19120-2404  USA


FAX: 215 549 6590 * E-mail: naclark@bellatlantic.net





