Anti-hazing law heads to governor
by Melissa Daugherty – Staff writer
SACRAMENTO — Debbie Smith spent two full days glued to the Internet this week, listening intently to audio from the state Capitol as Senate members voted on hundreds of bills, including one named for her son.

And Wednesday afternoon, she heard what she'd been waiting for when senators voted 33-2 in favor of Senate Bill 1454 — or Matt's Law — the anti-hazing bill Smith has been working on since the week after she lost her son, 21-year-old Matthew Carrington, in February 2005. 
Carrington, a Chico State University junior, was attempting to join a rogue Chico fraternity when he died. Part of the initiation into the organization was to drink massive quantities of water, which led to "water intoxication" and his death. 
Smith vowed shortly after her son's demise to try to protect others from enduring a similar fate. She has been working tirelessly to stiffen the state's penalties by undoing a loophole for non-students that exists under the current law since it's listed solely in the Education Code. 
Matt's Law, if signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, will be placed in the Penal Code. It redefines the term hazing, increases penalties to a felony in cases of serious injury or death, and gives prosecutors the authority to charge anyone who participates in hazing.

Sen. Tom Torlakson, D-Antioch, who introduced the bill, said Wednesday that he's been given no indication whether the governor will sign the bill. 
"I see this as a law-and-order bill that protects our children because hazing is a serious crime — and I hope he sees it that way," Torlakson added. 
As Smith sat in front of her computer at her Bay Area office, listening to each senator vote, she had the same reaction she's had every time the bill has passed through a committee, the Assembly and the Senate over the past five months. 
"I just cried the whole time," she said. 
In anticipation of the bill's approval by the Senate, Smith and her supporters have already begun writing to the governor. 
Smith said the biggest reward for her hard work will be keeping other families from losing a loved one to hazing. 

"Something good had to come from this," she said. "It just had to."
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