January 25, 2006

Hi Everyone
 

OMG, I am so excited!!!  It gives me great pleasure to be able to write to you this evening and tell you that as we had hoped Senator Torlakson has committed to author Matt's Law and will introduce it to the Senate in February, Woo Hoo.   This is the best news we have had in a very long time and what better place for me to get the call than at the baseball field, my favorite place to be.  That being said we have our work cut out for us.
 

As we all know our goal is to see that this bill is passed.  I have attached an overview of the Legislative process so everyone will know how a bill becomes law.  You will see near the bottom of the first page it states.  Letters of support or opposition are important and should be mailed to the author and committee members before the bill is scheduled to be heard in committee.  I will keep you posted as to when we need to start this process, where these letters need to be sent and to whom.   
 

In the mean time let me tell you what has been going on in our efforts to bring awareness to the dangers of hazing.  I apologize that I have no idea what is going on with Dateline I imagine someday they will let me know when they plan on airing their segment if they still plan on doing so and I will be sure to let you know.  I do know that they went to the jail and interviewed Gabe Maestretti, Jerry Lim and John Paul Fickes, as did the Orion, The Chico News and Review, Chico ER and Play Boy.
 

On the upside Jig Saw Productions has been working on a documentary and has also interviewed the guys in jail as well as Greg and myself.  I even took a trip with them just before Christmas for my second visit with the frat members in jail and that went very well.  We talked about how the process of court affected all of our lives and our families lives day in and day out for those several months.  They told me a little bit about what happened the night Matt died, just how terrible they feel about what happened to him and how much they really like him.  When asked by Jig Saw how they felt about being forgiven by Matt's Mom Jerry and Gabe said they didn't feel like they should be forgiven they said it was easier to be hated because they hated themselves so much.  But I don't agree, they never intended to hurt Matt they certainly did not want to kill him and they didn't think that they were doing anything worse to him than had happened to them it is all just so very sad it's just so sad that we had to lose our sweet Matt so senselessly.  
 

But the reality is they are responsible for Matt's death and they do have to be held accountable for what happened that night and they know this.  They said that they deserved to be in jail and hoped that others would learn from their mistake and that they felt like Matt's Law would go a long way in helping.  Let's remember that these fraternity and sorority members are being coerced into doing these heinous acts to each other.  So, if they can't stand up to the other members for the sake of someone else maybe they will to avoid prosecution. 
 

Unfortunately people can be selfish and though they may not stop because it hurts someone else there is a good chance they will stop to protect themselves and that is where Matt's Law comes in.  With the threat of jail hanging over their head I believe that would make a person think twice before making such a stupid mistake.  It's sad if that is the case but the main thing is that these acts must stop for whatever reason.  
 

Andrew has put together some compelling information packets listing anti-hazing books and has been taking them to the local schools and city libraries, starting with all of the schools that Matt went to, and talking to the librarians about stocking some if not all of these books so we can help educate our children and adults.  He even went to Borders to see if they would carry at least one of each book and re-order as they are purchased and has mailed some to colleges throughout the state of California.  He and I will be making a trip to Chico State in the near future to see if they will make these books available in their library.
 

We have a Matt Committee that gets together every couple of weeks or so to go over what direction we need to for the different projects we are working on, most importantly Matt's Law at this time and the documentary we‘re working on.  You ideas are always welcome.   
 

Sorry I went on for so long but it has been several weeks since my last update and I still didn't get a chance to let you know everything that is going on.  But it's getting late, I am getting tired and I am sure I have rambled on long enough.  If you have any questions please feel free to send me an email or give me a call.  If you would like more information on Matt's Law go to his website and click on, what else, Matt's Law.  Oh and his power point is up now if you go to media and click on Power Point.  
 

Coming soon:  Matt's Memorial Service, Vigil, Impact Statements and more. 
 

Take care everyone and as always thank you for your prayers and support. 

 

Hug your children everyday and tell them that you love them.
 

Love, 

Debbie, MM

www.wemissyoumatt.com
 

